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University of Dundee, serving twice as head of the depart-
ment (1963–1967, 1977–1980). It was during his Dundee 
years that he demonstrated his organizational skills in 
running the Dundee Conferences on Differential Equa-
tions. In 1982 Norrie returned home as Mason Chair and 
head of the Department of Mathematics at the University 
of Birmingham. He remained head until his retirement in 
1989 and stayed as an honorary Senior Research Fellow 
until September 2009. Norrie was an excellent mentor dur-
ing his career; he supervised thirteen Ph.D. students and 
guided many young mathematicians throughout the world. 

Norrie was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society of Ed-
inburgh (1966) and served as president of the Edinburgh 
Mathematical Society (1970–1971) and as vice president 
of the Royal Society of Edinburgh (1970–1973). In 1978 he 
was part of the U.K. delegation to the International Math-
ematical Union in Helsinki. He made several trips behind 
the Iron Curtain to ensure that the flow of mathematical 
ideas continued between the East and West. Norrie was a 

keen student of opera, British history, literature, poetry, 
trees, films, railroad history, and the American West and 
was an excellent after-dinner speaker. He had remarkable 
teaching and blackboard skills. Norrie began writing his 
well-prepared lectures in the upper left-hand corner of the 
board and ended his talks, on time, with his customary 
period (.) in the lower right-hand corner. As technology 
evolved, Norrie adapted and skillfully delivered Beamer-
type presentations.

Norrie is survived by his wife, Kit; two sons, Charles 
(Father Gabriel, OSB) and Timothy; and two granddaugh-
ters, Sophie and Lucy. Norrie was a dear friend who will 
be greatly missed by all who knew him. A full obituary 
of Norrie Everitt is expected to appear in a forthcoming 
issue of the Bulletin of the London Mathematical Society.

—Desmond Evans (Cardiff University), 
Tomas Johansson (University of Birmingham),

and Lance Littlejohn (Baylor University) 
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least one other institution and should demonstrate that 
the fellowship will be used for more than reductions of 
teaching at the candidate’s home institution. The selection 
committee will consider the plan in addition to the quality 
of the candidate’s research and will try to award the fel-
lowship to those for whom the award would make a real 
difference in the development of their research careers. 
Work in all areas of mathematics, including interdisciplin-
ary work, is eligible.

Grant amount: The stipend for fellowships awarded for 
2012–2013 is expected to be US$79,000, with an additional 
expense allowance of about US$7,900. Acceptance of the 
fellowship cannot be postponed.

Deadline: The deadline for receipt of applications is  
December 1, 2011. The award recipient will be announced 
in February 2012 or earlier if possible.

Application information: Find Centennial information 
and the application form via the Internet at http://
www.ams.org/ams-fellowships/. For paper copies of 
the form, write to the Membership and Programs De-
partment, American Mathematical Society, 201 Charles 
Street, Providence, RI 02904-2294; prof-serv@ams.org; 
401-455-4105.

—AMS announcement

AMS Epsilon Fund
The AMS Epsilon Fund awards grants to summer math-
ematics programs that support and nurture mathe-
matically talented high school students in the United 
States. The deadline to apply for funding for summer 
2012 programs is December 15, 2011. Applications are 
now taken online at MathPrograms.org (http://www.

American Mathematical 
Society Centennial Fellowships
Invitation for Applications for Awards for 2012–2013 
Deadline December 1, 2011
Description: The AMS Centennial Research Fellowship 
Program makes awards annually to outstanding math-
ematicians to help further their careers in research. The 
number of fellowships to be awarded is small and depends 
on the amount of money contributed to the program. 
The Society supplements contributions as needed. One 
fellowship will be awarded for the 2012–2013 academic 
year. A list of previous fellowship winners can be found 
at http://www.ams.org/profession/prizes-awards/
ams-awards/centennial-fellow.

Eligibility: The eligibility rules are as follows. The pri-
mary selection criterion for the Centennial Fellowship is 
the excellence of the candidate’s research. Preference will 
be given to candidates who have not had extensive fel-
lowship support in the past. Recipients may not hold the 
Centennial Fellowship concurrently with another research 
fellowship such as a Sloan or NSF Postdoctoral Fellow-
ship. Under normal circumstances, the fellowship cannot 
be deferred. A recipient of the fellowship shall have held 
his or her doctoral degree for at least three years and not 
more than twelve years at the inception of the award (that 
is, received between September 1, 2000, and September 1,
2009). Applications will be accepted from those cur-
rently holding a tenured, tenure-track, postdoctoral, or 
comparable (at the discretion of the selection committee) 
position at an institution in North America. Applications 
should include a cogent plan indicating how the fellow-
ship will be used. The plan should include travel to at 

http://www.ams.org/profession/prizes-awards/ams-awards/centennial-fellow
http://www.ams.org/profession/prizes-awards/ams-awards/centennial-fellow
http://www.ams.org/ams-fellowships/
http://www.ams.org/ams-fellowships/
http://MathPrograms.org
http://www.mathprograms.org
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government interaction, and to bring a technical back-
ground and external perspective to the decision-making 
process in the Congress. The deadline for applications is 
February 15, 2012. Applicants must have a Ph.D. or an 
equivalent doctoral-level degree in the mathematical sci-
ences by the application deadline. For further information, 
please consult the webpage at http://www.ams.org/
programs/ams-fellowships/ams-aaas/ams-aaas-
congressional-fellowship or contact the AMS Wash-
ington Office at 202-588-1100, email: amsdc@ams.org.

—AMS Washington Office

Jefferson Science Fellows 
Program
The Jefferson Science Fellows (JSF) program at the U.S. 
Department of State is intended to involve the American 
academic science, technology, and engineering communi-
ties in the formulation and implementation of U.S. foreign 
policy. Each fellow will spend one year at the U.S. Depart-
ment of State or the U.S. Agency for International Devel-
opment (USAID) for an on-site assignment in Washington, 
D.C., that may also involve extended stays at U.S. foreign 
embassies and/or missions. Each fellow will receive a sti-
pend of up to US$50,000. Following the fellowship year, 
the Jefferson Science Fellow will return to his or her aca-
demic career but will remain available to the U.S. Depart-
ment of State for short-term projects over the following 
five years. The JSF program is administered by the National 
Academies and is supported through a partnership of 
the U.S. science, technology, and academic communities, 
professional scientific societies, and the U.S. Department 
of State. The deadline for applications is January 13, 
2012. For further information, email jsf@nas.edu, tele-
phone 202-334-2643, or see the website http://sites.
nationalacademies.org/PGA/Jefferson/PGA_046612.

—From a National Academies announcement

AAUW Educational Foundation 
Fellowships and Grants
The American Association of University Women (AAUW) 
awards Selected Professions Fellowships to women who 
intend to pursue a full-time course of study at accredited 
institutions during the fellowship year in a designated 
degree program in which women’s participation has tra-
ditionally been low. All women who are candidates for the 
master of science (M.S.) degree in mathematics or statistics 
are eligible to apply.

Applications are now available for Master’s and First 
Professional Awards, which carry cash awards of between 
US$5,000 and US$18,000. The deadline for applications 
to be postmarked is January 10, 2012. The fellowship 
year runs from July 1, 2012, to June 30, 2013. For more 
information, see the AAUW’s website at http://www.
aauw.org/fga/fellowships_grants/selected.cfm 
or contact AAUW Fellowships and Grants, 101 ACT Drive,

mathprograms.org). For more information about the 
program and updated application information, go 
to http://www.ams.org/programs/edu-support/
epsilon/emp-epsilon. For more information contact the 
AMS Membership and Programs Department by email at prof-
serv@ams.org or by telephone at 800-321-4267, ext. 4170. 

—AMS announcement

Research Opportunities for 
U.S. Graduate Students in Asia 
and Australia
The National Science Foundation (NSF) is sponsoring a 
summer research program in Australia, China, Japan, 
Korea, Taiwan, New Zealand, and Singapore for U.S. gradu-
ate students during the summer of 2012. The East Asia 
and Pacific Summer Institutes (EAPSI) provide U.S. gradu-
ate students in science and engineering with firsthand 
research experience in Australia, China, Japan, Korea, 
Taiwan, New Zealand, or Singapore; an introduction to the 
science and science policy infrastructure of the respective 
location; and orientation to the culture and language. 
The primary goals of EAPSI are to introduce students 
to East Asian and Pacific science and engineering in the 
context of a research laboratory and to initiate personal 
relationships that will better enable them to collaborate 
with foreign counterparts in the future. The institutes 
last approximately eight weeks (ten weeks in Japan) from 
June to August and are administered in the United States 
by the NSF.

Applicants must be U.S. citizens or permanent resi-
dents. They must be enrolled at U.S. institutions in a 
research-oriented master’s or Ph.D. program (including 
joint degree programs) in fields of science or engineering 
research and education that are supported by the NSF 
and that also are represented among the potential host 
institutions. International travel will be provided, and each 
awardee will receive an allowance of US$5,000.

The deadline for application materials to be post-
marked is November 9, 2011. Proposers are required to 
prepare and submit all proposals for this announcement/
solicitation through the FastLane system. Further informa-
tion and detailed instructions are available at http://
www.nsf.gov/pubs/2010/nsf10591/nsf10591.htm.

—From an NSF announcement

AMS Congressional Fellowship
The AMS in conjunction with the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) will sponsor a 
Congressional Fellow from September 2012 through Au-
gust 2013. The fellow will spend the year working on the 
staff of a member of Congress or a congressional com-
mittee as a special legislative assistant in legislative and 
policy areas requiring scientific and technical input. The 
fellowship is designed to provide a unique public policy 
learning experience, to demonstrate the value of science-

http://www.mathprograms.org
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achievement, are committed to a career in teaching and 
research at the college or university level, show promise 
of future achievement as scholars and teachers, and are 
well prepared to use diversity as a resource for enrich-
ing the education of all students. The annual stipend is 
US$20,000, with an institutional allowance of US$2,000. 
The deadline for applying online is November 14, 2011.

Approximately thirty-five dissertation fellowships will 
be awarded for 2012 and will provide one year of support 
for study leading to a Ph.D. or D.Sc. degree. The stipend for 
one year is US$21,000. The deadline for applying online 
is November 17, 2011.

The postdoctoral fellowship program offers one year 
of postdoctoral support for individuals who have received 
their Ph.D.’s no earlier than November 30, 2004, and no 
later than November 17, 2011. The stipend is US$40,000, 
with an employing institution allowance of US$1,500. 
Approximately twenty postdoctoral fellowships will be 
awarded for 2012. The deadline for applying online is 
November 17, 2011.

More detailed information and applications are avail-
able at the website http://sites.nationalacademies.
org/PGA/FordFellowships/index.htm. The postal ad-
dress is: Fellowships Office, Keck 576, National Research 
Council, 500 Fifth Street, NW, Washington, DC 20001. The 
telephone number is 202-334-2872. The email address is 
infofell@nas.edu.

—From an NRC announcement

AWM Essay Contest
To increase awareness of women’s ongoing contributions 
to the mathematical sciences, the Association for Women 
in Mathematics (AWM) is holding an essay contest for 
biographies of contemporary women mathematicians 
and statisticians in academic, industrial, and government 
careers.

The essays will be based primarily on interviews with 
women who are currently working in mathematical sci-
ences careers. The contest is open to students in the fol-
lowing categories: 6th–8th grades, 9th–12th grades, and 
college undergraduates. At least one winning submission 
will be chosen from each category. Winners will receive 
a prize, and their essays will be published online at the 
AWM website. A grand prize winner will have his or her 
submission published in the AWM Newsletter as well. The 
deadline for entries is January 31, 2012.

In addition to student entries, organizers are currently 
seeking women mathematicians to volunteer as the sub-
jects of these essays. For more information, see http://
www.awm-math.org/biographies/contest.html.

—From an AWM announcement

P. O. Box 4030, Iowa City, IA 52243-4030; telephone: 319-
337-1716, ext. 60; e-mail: aauw@act.org.

—From an AAUW announcement

AMS Department Chairs 
Workshop
The annual workshop for department chairs will be held 
a day before the start of the Joint Mathematics Meetings 
in Boston, Massachusetts, on Tuesday, January 3, 2012, 
from 8:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. This one-day session for 
mathematical sciences department chairs is organized in a 
workshop format so as to stimulate discussion among at-
tendees. Sharing ideas and experiences with peers creates 
an environment that enables attending chairs to address 
departmental challenges from new perspectives.

Past workshop sessions have focused on a range of 
issues facing departments, including planning and bud-
geting, personnel management, assessment, outreach, 
faculty development, communications, and departmental 
leadership.

There is a registration fee for the workshop, which 
is in addition to and separate from the Joint Meetings 
registration. An invitation to attend the workshop will be 
sent to department chairs this fall. Information will also 
be posted on the AMS website. For further information, 
please contact the AMS Washington Office at 202-588-
1100 or amsdc@ams.org.

—AMS Washington Office

NRC-Ford Foundation Diversity 
Fellowships
The National Research Council (NRC) administers the Ford 
Foundation Diversity Fellowships program. The program 
seeks to promote the diversity of the nation’s college and 
university faculties by increasing their ethnic and racial 
diversity, to maximize the educational benefits of diver-
sity, and to increase the number of professors who can and 
will use diversity as a resource for enriching the education 
of all students. Predoctoral fellowships support study 
toward a Ph.D. or Sc.D.; dissertation fellowships offer sup-
port in the final year of writing the Ph.D. or Sc.D. thesis; 
postdoctoral fellowships offer one-year awards for Ph.D. 
recipients. Applicants must be U.S. citizens or nationals 
in research-based fields of study. Membership in one of 
the following groups will be considered a positive factor: 
Alaska Native (Eskimo, Aleut, or other indigenous peoples), 
Black/African American, Mexican American/Chicana/
Chicano, Native American Indian, Native Pacific Islander 
(Hawaiian/Polynesian/Micronesian), or Puerto Rican.

Approximately sixty predoctoral fellowships will be 
awarded for 2012. The awards provide three years of sup-
port and are made to individuals who, in the judgment of 
the review panels, have demonstrated superior academic 

http://sites.nationalacademies.org/PGA/FordFellowships/index.htm
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informal gatherings to network and continue discussion 
of the day’s sessions over refreshments.

Within a half hour of the University of Utah, Snowbird 
is easily accessible from the Salt Lake City International 
Airport. For more information about Snowbird Resort, see 
http://www.snowbird.com.

A report about the 2008 MRC conferences appears in 
the February 2009 issue of the Notices (www.ams.org/ 
notices/200902/rtx090200224p.pdf). For informa-
tion on applying for the 2012 program, please visit the 
website http://www.ams.org/programs/research-
communities/mrc-12. For further information about the 
MRC program, please contact AMS associate executive 
director Ellen Maycock at ejm@ams.org.

Call for Nominations for 2012 
Clay Research Fellows
The Clay Mathematics Institute (CMI) solicits nominations 
for its competition for the 2012 Clay Research Fellowships. 
Fellows are appointed for a period of two to five years. 
They may conduct their research at whatever institution 
or combination of institutions best suits their research. In 
addition to a generous salary, the fellow receives support 
for travel, collaboration, and other research expenses.

The selection criteria are the quality of the candidate’s 
research and promise to make contributions of the highest 
level. At the time of their selection, most recent appointees 
were graduating Ph.D. students. However, mathematicians 
within three years of the Ph.D. are sometimes appointed. 
Selection decisions are made by CMI’s Scientific Advisory 
Board: Jim Carlson, Simon Donaldson, Gregory Margulis, 
Richard Melrose, Yum-Tong Siu, and Andrew Wiles.

To nominate a candidate, please send the following 
items by November 1, 2011: (1) letter of nomination, (2) 
names and contact information of two other references, 
(3) curriculum vitae for the nominee, and (4) publication 
list for the nominee.

Nominations should be sent to the attention of Alagi 
Patel, Clay Mathematics Institute, One Bow Street, Cam-
bridge, MA 02138. Electronic submissions are also ac-
cepted at nominations@claymath.org.

Information about the Clay Research Fellows is avail-
able on the CMI website at: http://www.claymath.org/
research_fellows. Additional information may be ob-
tained by calling Alagi Patel at 617-995-2602 or emailing 
her at patel@claymath.org.

Current and alumni Clay Research Fellows: Mohammed 
Abouzaid, Spyridon Alexakis, Timothy Austin, Artur Avila, 
Roman Bezrukavnikov, Manjul Bhargava, Daniel Biss, Alexei 
Borodin, Maria Chudnovsky, Dennis Gaitsgory, Soren Gala-
tius, Daniel Gottesman, Ben Green, Sergei Gukov, Adrian 
Ioana, Bo’az Klartag, Elon Lindenstrauss, Ciprian Mano-
lescu, Davesh Maulik, Maryam Mirzakhani, Sophie Morel, 
Mircea Mustata, Sam Payne, Igor Rodnianski, Sucharit 
Sarkar, Peter Scholze, David Speyer, Terence Tao, Andras 
Vasy, Akshay Venkatesh, Teruyoshi Yoshida, Xinyi Yuan.

—Clay Mathematics Institute announcement

Mathematics Research 
Communities 2012
The American Mathematical Society (AMS) invites math-
ematicians just beginning their research careers to become 
part of Mathematics Research Communities, a program to 
develop and sustain long-lasting cohorts for collaborative 
research projects in many areas of mathematics. Women 
and underrepresented minorities are especially encour-
aged to participate. The AMS will provide a structured 
program to engage and guide all participants as they 
start their careers. The program will include a one-week 
summer conference for each topic, special sessions at the 
national meeting, discussion networks by research topic, 
and a longitudinal study of early-career mathematicians. 

The summer conferences of the Mathematics Research 
Communities will be held in Snowbird Resort, Utah, where 
participants can enjoy the natural beauty and a collegial 
atmosphere. The application deadline for summer 2012 
is March 1, 2012. This program is supported by a grant 
from the National Science Foundation. Advanced gradu-
ate students and postdoctoral researchers are welcome to 
apply to be participants. 

The topics, dates, and organizers of the 2012 confer-
ences follow: 

Week 1 (June 10–16, 2012): Discrete and Computa-
tional Geometry, Satyan Devadoss (Williams College), Vida 
Dujmovic (Carleton University), Joseph O’Rourke (Smith 
College), Yusu Wang (The Ohio State University).

Week 2 (June 17–23, 2012): Partial Differential Equa-
tions, Harmonic Analysis, Complex Analysis, and Geo-
metric Measure Theory, Dorina Mitrea (University of 
Missouri at Columbia), Irina Mitrea (Temple University), 
Katharine Ott (University of Kentucky).

Week 3 (June 17–23, 2012): Geometry and Representa-
tion Theory Related to Geometric Complexity and Other 
Variants of P v. NP, Shrawan Kumar (University of North 
Carolina, Chapel Hill), J. M. Landsberg (Texas A&M Univer-
sity), Jerzy Weyman (Northeastern University).

Week 4 (June 24–30, 2012): Arithmetic Statistics, 
Brian Conrey (American Institute of Mathematics), Chantal 
David (Concordia University), Wei Ho (Columbia Univer-
sity), Michael Rubinstein (University of Waterloo), Nina 
Snaith (University of Bristol), William Stein (University of 
Washington).

Situated in a breathtakingly beautiful mountain setting, 
Snowbird Resort provides an extraordinary environment 
for the MRC. The atmosphere is comparable to the col-
legial gatherings at Oberwolfach and other conferences 
that combine peaceful natural ambience with stimulating 
meetings.

MRC participants have access to a range of activities, 
such as a tram ride to the top of the mountain, guided 
hikes, swimming, mountain bike tours, rock climbing, plus 
heated outdoor pools. More than a dozen walking and hik-
ing trails head deep into the surrounding mountains. Par-
ticipants can also enjoy the simpler pleasures of convening 
on the patios at the resort to read, work, and socialize 
with other participants. In the evenings colleagues enjoy 

http://www.snowbird.com
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