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From the AMS Secretary

Report of the Executive Director, 
State of the AMS, 2012
I am pleased to report that the AMS remains healthy,
vibrant, and relevant despite the difficult economic times, 
evolution of technologies, and challenges of the profession 
and associations. The stability, successes, and advances 
of the Society are due in large part to four factors: AMS 
leaders and volunteers, AMS members, a well-structured 
and efficient operation, and the diversified sources of 
revenue that support the Society’s varied programs and 
services. All played a crucial role in 2011 to help the AMS 
fulfill its goals.

Service by Volunteers and Members
AMS leaders and volunteers—both elected and appointed—
offer their commitment, expertise, thoughtfulness, and 
time (traveling, meeting, writing). Their service is critical 
and is a solid foundation on which the administration and 
staff are able to implement the Society’s many and varied 
programs. Great appreciation must be given to those who 
have organized AMS meetings, reviewed book proposals 
and manuscripts, served as editors and referees for AMS 
journals, advocated for federal funding of research, re-
ported on proposals and meetings, studied mathematics 
curricula, inspired the AMS Grad Student Blog, suggested 
solutions to problems affecting membership and employ-
ment, solicited nominations for Programs That Make a 
Difference, shaped the AMS book publishing program, 
contributed to the Who Wants to Be a Mathematician 
game, mentored participants in the Mathematics Research 
Communities and the department chairs workshops, and 
helped in many other ways. 

Mathematicians worldwide joined and renewed mem-
bership in the AMS, showing that they value being part 
of—and supporting—the mathematics profession. They at-
tended AMS sectional and international meetings and the 
2012 Joint Mathematics Meetings in Boston, which drew 
an all-time record attendance of 7,199 to more than 2,700 
scheduled talks, 64 Special Sessions, and various social 
events. Certainly among the highlights of the meeting were 
the Gibbs Lecture by Brad Efron and Colloquium Lectures 
by Edward Frenkel. AMS members and other friends also 
made generous donations to the AMS to support programs 

and services. In 2011 the Society placed a special priority 
on its graduate student members, whom the AMS reaches 
out to during their critical transition from being a student 
to the early years of professional employment. 

Through the operations of AMS headquarters in Provi-
dence, RI; Mathematical Reviews in Ann Arbor, MI; and the 
Washington DC office; and supported by revenue from a 
variety of sources (MathSciNet, membership dues, publica-
tions, meetings, grants, donations, and investments), the 
Society was able to initiate, sustain, and adapt programs 
and services for mathematicians in all stages of their 
careers.

Highlights of 2011 Activities
2011 was a very busy year for the Society in all of its 
principal areas of activity. I shall highlight a number of 
specific accomplishments in publishing, professional 
programs and services, meetings, and advocacy for the 
mathematics community.
Serving the Community
The AMS is placing a very high priority on the support 
of early-career mathematicians. 2011 marked the launch 

“I have never been to a research conference like 
this. I feel I accomplished a lot more research and 
collaboration here than at any other conference I 

have been to” (Mathematics Research Communities 
attendee).
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of the AMS-Simons Travel Grants for recent doctorates. 
This program is funded by a three-year grant from the 
Simons Foundation. The main selection criteria for the 
competitive program are the applicant’s record of research 
accomplishments and potential for future research contri-
butions. Sixty 2-year awards were made in the first year.

A great program, introduced four years ago, awards 
travel grants for graduate students to attend JMM and AMS 
Sectional Meetings. At the 2012 JMM one hundred grants 
were made possible by the generosity of an anonymous 
donor. In 2011 the program was extended to include travel 
grants for AMS Sectional Meetings: one hundred for fall 
sectional meetings and one hundred for spring sectional 
meetings. Starting in 2011 the donor now makes it possi-
ble for the AMS to award three hundred travel grants each 
year for advanced students in the mathematical sciences.

Another successful AMS program for early-career math-
ematicians is the Mathematics Research Communities 
(MRC). Three one-week summer sessions in the 2011 pro-
gram served about one hundred twenty advanced graduate 
students and recent Ph.D.’s. The NSF grant began in 2008 
and continues in 2012 and 2013, fostering collaborations 
among early-career mathematicians. One objective of the 
program is to foster formation of research communities 
that will be sustained over the years. In 2011 we were 
able to offer additional support for communities estab-
lished in 2008, 2009, and 2010 to meet again and renew 
collaboration. The response was terrific, with thirty-nine 
MRC participants funded to travel and a total of sixty 
participants and organizers involved in collaborations in 
groups of two to ten.

Several projects were begun in 2011 to enhance existing 
programs and services. Assistantships and Graduate Fel-
lowships, long valued in book form, is becoming an online 
searchable database, allowing undergraduates to search 
and compare graduate programs across the United States. 
The Annual Survey data has expanded its reporting and 
added a wealth of supplementary data on the Web that go 
beyond the published reports in Notices. 

The popular Mathjobs.org job employment applica-
tion service was combined with the JMM Employment Cen-
ter registration. The Employment Center is the in-person 
interviewing service that takes place at JMM every year. 
About four hundred seventy hiring institutions now use 
Mathjobs.org, and about one hundred of those also inter-
viewed applicants at the Joint Meetings in 2011 and 2012.

The individual membership program for graduate 
students was strengthened in 2011 through the guidance 
of a volunteer Graduate Student Working Group. Many 
graduate students receive the benefits of AMS member-
ship at no cost to them individually if their institution 
is an institutional member of the AMS. At the Council 
meeting in January 2012, a new program of AMS Student 

Chapters received final approval. We expect to launch a 
pilot program of student chapters later this year.
Publications
There were several advances in the AMS publishing 

program in 2011. In response to the 
needs of the academic library commu-
nity, the Contemporary Mathematics 
series was offered as an electronic 
subscription product for 2012. In 
addition, about five hundred fifty 
previously published Contemporary 
Mathematics volumes were digitized 
and packaged as an electronic bundle 
for research libraries. Many hundreds 
of the three thousand books on the 
AMS “backlist” became available as 

Google eBooks. The AMS, in cooperation with SIAM and 
Design Science, continued to support the development of 
MathJax, a really wonderful software resource for pub-
lishing mathematics on the Web. Mathematical Reviews 
continues to play a central role in the development and 
refinement of MathJax.

Mathematical Reviews (MR) added 98,593 new items 
(journal articles, books, refereed papers presented at con-
ferences) and 88,000 reviews to the MR database. The staff 
at MR continues to develop new online production tools 
which make it possible to keep up with the rapid growth 
in the mathematical sciences literature: between publica-
tion years 2000 and 2009, the number of journal articles 
published in all of the journals MR follows increased by 
37 percent.

The AMS supports a number of programs designed to 
make its research publications available and affordable to 
international mathematics communities. For many years 
the Society has participated in the electronic delivery 
service of the International Centre for Theoretical Physics 
(ICTP) in Trieste. The ICTP service provides articles from 
research journals to scientists in developing countries. In 
2011 the AMS also participated in the Libraries Without 
Borders project to provide free access to AMS journals 
and MathSciNet to a library in Haiti that was just opened 
this year. We expanded our National Mathematical Re-
views Program to provide access to MathSciNet to five 
new schools in Cambodia, Vietnam, and Africa at deeply 
discounted prices. The October earthquake in eastern 
Turkey destroyed the library of one of our subscribing 
institutions and they needed to set up an electronic “vir-
tual” library so that their faculty and students could keep 
up with their research and studies while they rebuild. The 
AMS is providing free access to MathSciNet to this virtual 
library for 2012 so that the university can use funds saved 
to help with recovery from the disaster.

The AMS book program paid special attention in 2011 
to the publication of books for mathematics students at 
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all levels and for their teachers. Together with MSRI and 
with partial support of a grant MSRI had received from 
the Templeton Foundation, the AMS published five new 
titles in the Mathematical Circles Library series. These 
books address a variety of audiences, from parents of 
five- to seven-year-old children who want to show their 
children the beauty of mathematics to middle and high 
school students interested in mathematics and in attend-
ing Mathematical Circles, and to organizers of such circles 
and high school math teachers who are looking for new 
approaches to explain their subject in the classroom. The 
AMS also continued to develop its Undergraduate Texts 
series by publishing several high-quality undergraduate 
textbooks in various areas of mathematics and making 
them available to students at prices that are significantly 
lower than textbook prices from large commercial publish-
ers. The book program also added notable titles to other 
text and research monograph series.

The AMS created a new position of Web editor in 2011. 
The editor is working to engage the mathematics com-
munity and other important constituencies (librarians, 
authors, and mass media) in making www.ams.org a 
polished and substantive Internet publication promoting 
the Society’s mission. 

Public Awareness and Advocacy for Mathematics
The AMS Washington DC office accomplishes a great deal 
in the area of advocacy for mathematics and science more 
broadly and serves as the liaison with the AMS Commit-
tees on Education and Science Policy. The AMS hosted a 
Congressional Briefing on Capitol Hill in early December 
2011 at which Suncica Canic of the University of Houston 
presented “Mathematics: Leading the Way for New Options 
in the Treatment of Coronary Artery Disease”. George 
Andrews, AMS Past President, presented testimony to the 
House Committee on Appropriations Commerce, Justice, 
Science and Related Agencies Subcommittee on the Na-
tional Science Foundation FY2012 Budget Request. The 
AMS 2011–2012 Congressional Fellow, Richard Yamada, 
is serving in the office of Senator John Boozman (R-AR). 
The annual AMS Department Chairs Workshop, held at 
JMM 2012, had the largest attendance ever, with sixty 
chairs participating.

Reaching young mathematicians in the pipeline is the 
Who Wants to Be a Mathematician game for talented high 
school students, developed by AMS Public Awareness 
Officer Mike Breen and volunteer William Butterworth of 
DePaul University. The third national game was held at 
JMM 2012. Rhode Island Governor Lincoln Chafee attended 
the regional game held in Providence on Pi Day 2011. The 
game is a highlight of many other events, including the 
annual AAAS meeting, the Arnold Ross Lecture, and the 
annual SACNAS conference.

The AMS Public Awareness Office expanded its pro-
grams to promote awareness of mathematics among 
several target populations and led the effort to increase 
the AMS presence on Facebook, LinkedIn, Twitter, and
YouTube, the primary social networks to communi-
cate with and engage our several thousand followers
worldwide.

Notably in 2011, the AMS established a Development 
Office. Director Robin Marek embarked on both short- 
term and long-term plans to get to know the mathemati-
cal community, many of the Society’s most loyal donors, 
and potential supporters of AMS programs and services. 
She was and will continue to be another important voice 
of the Society.

Though not without challenges facing all professional 
societies, the Society continued to fulfill its mission, 
maintaining excellence in mathematical sciences research, 
advancing the mathematics profession, supporting math-
ematics education at all levels, and fostering awareness 
and appreciation of mathematics. In 2013 the AMS will 
celebrate a milestone—the 125th anniversary of its found-
ing in 1888.

—Don McClure
Executive Director

First-place winner Shyam Narayanan and other 
contestants at the national Who Wants to Be a 
Mathematician competition at JMM2012 in Boston.

http://www.ams.org
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