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2013 marks the 125th anniversary of the 
American Mathematical Society. The first 
meeting of the Society was held on Thanks-
giving Day in 1888. When it was founded, 
the Society had dedicated mathematicians as 
members, but it had no staff.

In 2013, the Society has approximately 
30,000 individual members and 570 institu-
tional members supported by a staff of over 
200. This month’s cover shows staff photos 
from the AMS’s four facilities.

The Ann Arbor staff, numbering approxi-
mately 75, creates and maintains the Math-
ematical Reviews database and MathSciNet. 
Their job is a big one, staying abreast of the 
mathematical research literature in nearly 
2,000 journals, plus research monographs and 
numerous refereed conference proceedings.

The AMS staff members in Pawtucket, 
Rhode Island, print and distribute all of the 
books published by the AMS, all of the AMS 
research journals that have print editions, and 
materials that are widely distributed as part 
of the Society’s public awareness program.

The Washington Office staff is small in 
number, but has a very big footprint in its 
leadership of government relations and pub-
lic policy. Its mission is advocacy and the 
advancement of the research and educational 
interests of the sciences and all areas of 
mathematics.

The Society’s Providence headquarters has 
the largest and most diverse staff. Approxi-
mately 115 staff members cover meetings, 
professional programs, membership services, 
organizational infrastructure for finance and 
information technology, acquisition and pre-
press work for AMS publications, and support 
of Society governance. The original focus of 
the Society in 1888, meetings, has grown today 
to include support of eight sectional meetings, 
the national meeting as part of the January 
Joint Mathematics Meetings, and one inter-
national meeting every year. The publishing 
program encompasses thirteen journals and 
a broad book program.

The Society’s activities and its staff have 
come a long way from the inspired beginning 
in 1888.

—Donald E. McClure
Executive Director


