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continued to prepare collections in two more of 
its proceedings series, Proceedings of Symposia 
in Pure Mathematics (86 volumes, approximately 
49,000 pages) and Proceedings of Symposia in 
Applied Mathematics (71 volumes, approximately 
17,000 pages). These sets will be offered to librar-
ies by the end of 2012. In early 2013 the AMS will 
release the full digital collection of Memoirs of the 
AMS (946 volumes, approximately 107,000 pages). 
Next in our plans is to retrodigitize volumes in 
leading monograph series, such as Mathematical 
Surveys and Monographs, Graduate Studies in 
Mathematics, and Student Mathematical Library. 
We anticipate that the digitization of these series 
will be completed in the first half of 2013 and the 
back-volume sets will be available to libraries by 
the end of that year. 

It should be mentioned that the retrodigitiza-
tion of back volumes is a complicated process 
that involves substantial personnel and financial 
resources. The AMS has been publishing books 
since 1894, and the majority of the books in its 
history were published before the dawn of the digi-
tal age, so the technical and legal issues that can 
be encountered are nontrivial, time consuming, 
and often require the joint efforts of staff from 
several AMS groups and departments. Some of the 
challenges of retrodigitalization are the extensive 
research efforts and staff commitment required 
to clarify rights and permissions issues associ-
ated with electronic rights; taking the appropri-
ate measures to ensure the best possible digital 
quality; efforts related to scanning, reformatting, 
and verification of huge amounts of data; and 
incorporating searchability and discovery options 
in the prepared electronic files. 

We all hope that the final product will turn out 
to be useful and beneficial to librarians and to the 
research community in general.

More information about existing and forth-
coming back-volume products available from the 
AMS can be found on the AMS website, in par-
ticular, at http://www.ams.org/publications/ 
ebooks/ebooks. 

If you ask university librarians what is the most 
precious resource their library needs, most would 
answer “funding”, but perhaps many would also 
say “shelf space”. With more and more journals 
and books being published every year, fitting them 
all in becomes a real challenge for libraries. To 
help librarians, many publishers have started to 
supplement their new publications with electronic 
versions that can be accessed from and read on 
personal computers, tablets, e-readers, and other 
such devices.

But what about older books and journals pub-
lished before the concept of digital media (or 
computers for that matter) was even conceived? 
Even if a library possesses paper copies of impor-
tant books and journals, having them in electronic 
format is still quite useful, e.g., in cases where a 
publication is lost or damaged or a library wants to 
start a new collection or a new library is organized. 
Another important advantage of electronic publi-
cations is the ability to easily search the content 
both inside one article or book and throughout the 
entire collection.

Realizing this need, the AMS started an initiative 
to retrodigitize its older publications (i.e., convert 
them to digital format). Over the past few years, the 
AMS has digitized all issues of its primary journals 
(Journal of the AMS, Mathematics of Computation, 
Proceedings of the AMS, and Transactions of the 
AMS), and, in addition, all of the issues of these 
journals that are more than five years old are now 
freely accessible on the AMS website. 

Following the digitization of its primary jour-
nals, AMS next looked to do the same for its books. 
In 2011 the AMS retrodigitized all 560 volumes of 
its largest book series, Contemporary Mathematics, 
and in early 2012 released the collection of all past 
and current volumes in digital format for purchase 
by libraries. Throughout the year, the AMS has 
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