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Displaced mathematicians
This month’s cover was suggested by Marjorie 
Senechal’s review of Transcending tradition: 
Jewish Mathematicians in German-Speaking 
Academic Culture in this issue. It displays the 
life-lines of the more familar Jewish mathema-
ticians of German background whose lives 
were seriously affected by the Nazi regime 
(not at all a complete list of those affected).  
The break in each line marks, roughly, at what 
point their lives were transformed, almost 
always for the worse, by either emigration 
or death.

Details of these lives are of course far more 
complicated than a simple graph can possibly 
illustrate. Fritz Noether (Emmy’s brother) emi-
grated to the Soviet Union in 1938, but was ex-
ecuted after the German invasion as an enemy 
alien; Robert Remak escaped to Holland in 
1939 but was caught by the Nazis when that 
country was invaded and then shipped off to 
be murdered in Auschwitz. Many of those who 
eventually found a stable life went through a 
long and undoubtedly painful period of anxi-
ety in several countries.

One thing that the graph does show is 
that most of these mathematicians decided 
to leave early. It also shows well, however, 
one of the sadder facts of that sad time. 
Remak seems to have been the youngest of 
the mathematicians who suffered the worst 
fate. It was older mathematicians—Ludwig 
Berwald (deported to squalor and death in 
Poland);  Paul Epstein, Friedrich Hartogs, and 
Felix Hausdorff (all suicides), Otto Blumenthal 
and Georg Pick (died in Theresienstadt)—who 
found it impossible to take up a new life 
through emigration and therefore suffered 
from discrimination against their age as well 
as against their family origin.

The biographies of these people on the Mac-
Tutor website are generally rather good, and 
the book Mathematicians Fleeing from Nazi 
Germany by Reinhard Siegmund-Schultze 
(reviewed in the Notices, November 2010) is 
a thorough account of the effect of the Nazi 
take-over on German mathematics. In par-
ticular, three appendices in Schultze’s book 
list all German mathematicians persecuted by 
the Nazis. The book under review in this issue 
captures well the cultural and academic world 
that passed with World War II.

We thank Moritz Epple and Michael Korey 
for their help.
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