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processes. As soon as the subject ac-
quires a title, “Math”, and homework 
arrives on the dining room table, the 
parents’ negative connotations sur-
face. It is interesting that no other 
subject has such a universally bad 
press.

How can this be changed? Today 
the obvious vehicle for that is the 
Internet, in the style of Sesame Street, 
with a choice of best teachers and 
producers, video lessons to be in-
corporated into the curriculum of 
primary as well as secondary schools. 
These could run with the teacher’s 
personal input, live as a presenter 
in the classroom, and by download-
ing to parents. That way, parents, 
children, and even negatively experi-
enced teachers could be reeducated 
as to the fun available within math-
ematics. I see a significant role for 
mathematical societies throughout 
the world to sponsor and design such 
a curriculum.

 
—Joe Hammer 

University of Sydney 
j.hammer@maths.usyd.edu.au

(Received April 1, 2014)

Classe de Cinquième, by C. Lebossé 
and C. Hémery, to prove it.

In contradistinction, looking at 
a calculus text of which the market 
says that it has our overwhelming 
approval, I was not surprised not to 
find a single exercise in which the 
governing verb would be “Prove”. 
Most of the time it is “Find”.

The “classroom scenario that [the 
authors] use to exemplify elements of 
knowledge of MfT (Mathematics for 
Teaching) in the particular domain 
of proof” would thus seem to be 
completely of our own making and 
not call for research: if prospective 
teachers were impressed by educolo-
gists as I was as a child by my math-
ematics teachers, the above scenario 
could not occur.

 
—Alain Schremmer 

Community College of Philadelphia 
aschremmer@ccp.edu

(Received March 3, 2014) 

How to Make Maths Fun

In the Opinion column of the No-
tices, August 2013, J. A. Loera wishes   
“…to encourage all AMS members to 
become active in promoting math-
ematics to the public.” The most 
significant and needy members of 
that public are parents and their 
school-age children.

However, to be successful, any 
promotion must first overcome a 
massive hurdle. Parents, and the pub-
lic in general, must be stopped from 
announcing to children their negative 
experiences of fear and hatred of 
mathematics.

“Math was not my favorite sub-
ject,” “Math is just for brainy people,” 
“Math was a nightmare for me,” “I 
hated math” are harmful statements, 
especially in homes. Parents do not 
realize that such statements infect 
their children to then acquire this 
fear and hatred of the subject, down 
the generations. In my experience, 
this is the root of the problem. Be-
cause of the style of presentation in 
infant school, small children enjoy 
problems involving mathematical 
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The Last(?) Word in Rigor
Regarding E. Galperin’s letter in the 
March 2014 Notices: While the author 
makes a novel case for the left deriva-
tive, I feel compelled to add—in all se-
riousness—that the central difference 
limit lim [f (x+dx/2)−f (x−dx/2)]/dx 
should be considered as a superior al-
ternative to either the left or the right 
limits. It is symmetrical, immediately 
links the derivative to open sets, and 
also allows more natural derivations 
of many differential equations in 
mathematical physics. Altogether a 
more balanced definition.

 
—Niall Ryan

University of Limerick
niall.ryan@UL.ie

 
(Received March 11, 2014)

“Mathematics for Teaching’’ as a 
Form of Applied Mathematics
Regarding “Viewing ‘mathematics 
for teaching’ as a form of applied 
mathematics: Implications for the 
mathematical preparation of teach-
ers”, by Andreas J. Stylianides and 
Gabriel J. Stylianides, Notices, March 
2014: Since I did not attend seventh 
grade in the U.S., I had to resort 
to Wikipedia: “In the United States, 
[seventh grade] is important in math-
ematics, students focus commonly 
on an introduction to pre-algebra or 
the beginnings of algebra, including 
ratio, proportion, percent. New topics 
sometimes include scientific nota-
tion, concepts with negative num-
bers, and more advanced geometry.” 
In other words, a laundry list of top-
ics and not a whiff of what it means 
to make one’s case for whatever one 
asserts.

As I recall it, already at that age, we 
were impressed with the fact that to 
“assert” was of no import whatsoever 
and the words most regularly used 
in the homework and in the exams 
were “Montrer” and “Demontrer”, in 
English “Prove”. None of us would 
have even thought of listing a number 
of cases and/or making a drawing to 
make our case. And I still have the 
textbook Arithmétique et Géometrie, 

Correction
The May 2014 issue carried the 
article “Happy 91st, Cathleen 
Synge Morawetz”. The article in-
correctly stated that Morawetz is 
the only woman mathematician 
to have received the National 
Medal of Science. In fact, Karen K. 
Uhlenbeck also received the Na-
tional Medal of Science, in 2000, 
two years after Morawetz. We 
apologize for the error.

—Allyn Jackson


