
Mathematics Opportunities

Call for Nominations for the 
2015 Ostrowski Prize
The Ostrowski Foundation is seeking nominations for the 
2015 Ostrowski Prize. The prize is awarded every two 
years for recent outstanding achievements in pure math-
ematics and in the foundation of numerical mathematics. 
The prize carries a cash award of 100,000 Swiss francs 
(approximately US$103,000). 

Nominations should include a CV of the can-
didate, a letter of nomination, and two or three let-
ters of reference. The chair of the 2015 jury is Chris-
tian Berg of the University of Copenhagen, Denmark. 
Nominations should be sent to berg@math.ku.dk by 
April 15, 2015. For more information, see the web-
site www.ostrowski.ch/index_e.php?ifile=preis. 

—From an Ostrowski Foundation announcement

Call for Applications for the 
Third Heidelberg Laureate 
Forum
The Third Heidelberg Laureate Forum (HLF) will be held 
August 23–28, 2015. It will bring together winners of the 
Abel Prize and the Fields Medal, both in mathematics, as 
well as the Turing Award and the Nevanlinna Prize, both 
in computer science, in Heidelberg, Germany.

The Heidelberg Laureate Forum Foundation (HLFF) 
is looking for outstanding young mathematicians and 
computer scientists from all over the world who would 
like to get the chance to personally meet distinguished 
experts from both disciplines and find out how to  
become leading scientists in their fields. The deadline 
for applications is February 28, 2015. Applications  
must be submitted online at: application.heidelberg-
laureate-forum.org. The Forum is organized by the 
HLFF in cooperation with Klaus Tschira Stiftung and the 
Heidelberg Institute for Theoretical Studies (the Forum’s 
founders), as well as the Association for Computing Ma-
chinery, the International Mathematical Union, and the 
Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters. For more 
information, see www.heidelberg-laureate-forum.org. 

—From an HLF announcement
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AMERICAN MATHEMATICAL SOCIETY

Richard Evan Schwartz

Order Online:
www.ams.org/reallybignumbers

Order by Phone:
401-455-4000 (Worldwide);

800-321-4AMS (U.S. and Canada)

Open this book and embark on an accelerated tour through the number system, starting 
with small numbers and building up to really gigantic ones, like a trillion, an octillion, a 
googol, and even ones too huge for names!

Along the way, you’ll become familiar with the sizes of big numbers in terms of everyday 
objects, such as the number of basketballs needed to cover New York City or the number of 
trampolines needed to cover the Earth’s surface. Take an unforgettable journey part of the 
way to in� nity!

“A superb, beautifully illustrated book for kids—and those of us still children at heart—
that takes you up (and up, and up, and up, and up, and ...) through the counting numbers, 
illustrating the power of the di� erent notations mathematicians have invented to talk 
about VERY BIG NUMBERS. Many of us use words to try to describe the beauty and the 
power of mathematics. Schwartz does it with captivating, full-color drawings.”

Keith Devlin, NPR Math Guy and author of � e Math Instinct and � e Math Gene.

REALLY BIG NUMBERSREALLY BIG NUMBERS
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