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Inside the AMS

AMS Joins Effort in a Call 
to Action for American 
“Innovation Imperative”
The AMS has joined scores of other organizations and 
leaders of American business, industry, higher education, 
science, and engineering in an urgent call to action for 
stronger federal policies and investment to drive domes-
tic research and development. The AMS signed on to the 
effort through “Innovation: An American Imperative”, a 
document aimed at federal decision makers and legisla-
tors. It urges Congress to enact policies and make invest-
ments in research and development that would ensure that 
the United States remains the global innovation leader.

This action follows the release of the American Acad-
emy of Arts and Sciences (AAAS) report Restoring the 
Foundation: The Vital Role of Research in Preserving the 
American Dream. This report warns that the United States 
is failing to keep pace with other nations in its investment 
in research and development and links this deterioration 
in large measure to a lack of sustained federal commit-
ment to scientific research.

The last two decades have shown a steady decline in 
federal investment, which has dropped the United States 
to tenth place in R&D investment among Organization for 
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) nations 
as a percentage of gross domestic product (GDP). At this 
rate, China will surpass the United States in R&D efforts 
in roughly eight years.

These developments have led this coalition of con-
cerned organizations to join together and present the 
Innovation Imperative to federal policy makers, asking 
them to: 
• Renew federal commitment to scientific discovery 
• Make permanent a strengthened federal R&D tax credit 
• Improve student achievement in science, technology, 

engineering, mathematics (STEM) 
• Reform US visa policy
• Take steps to streamline or eliminate costly and inef-

ficient regulations
• Reaffirm merit-based peer review 
• Stimulate further improvements in advanced manu-

facturing
For more information, see the full document at www.

innovationimperative.us#InnovationImperative.
 

—AMS Washington Office

News from the Public 
Awareness Office
Two New Bloggers at PhD + Epsilon. The AMS welcomes 
Beth Malmskog, Villanova University, and Sara Malec, Hood 
College,  as the two new editors of the PhD + Epsilon blog. 
Both will discuss issues important to early-career math-
ematicians and look for-
ward to your comments on 
their posts.Beth Malmskog 
received her PhD from 
Colorado State University 
in 2011 and has been a 
Van Vleck visiting assis-
tant professor at Wesleyan 
University and a visiting 
assistant professor at Colo-
rado College. Sara Malec, 
who received her PhD from 
Georgia State University 
in 2013, is a Project NExT 
Fellow and was a teach-
ing postdoctoral fellow at 
the University of the Pa-
cific. The two take over for 
Adriana Salerno, Bates Col-
lege, who had been editor 
since the blog’s inception 
in 2011. Salerno recently received tenure at Bates and so 
is no longer early career. We thank her for all her posts 
over the years and wish her the best. Read their posts (and 
Adriana’s) at blogs.ams.org/phdplus/.

 
—Annette Emerson and Mike Breen

 Public Awareness Officers
paoffice@ams.org

2016 Class of Fellows of the 
AMS Selected
A list of those who have been selected for the 2016 Class 
of Fellows of the AMS will appear on the AMS website 
beginning November 1, 2015. The list will be located at: 
www.ams.org/profession/new-fellows.

 
—AMS Membership and Programs Department 
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