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at the University of Freiburg, Germany, under the 
supervision of Wolfgang Soergel. He went on to 
spend three years at the University of Oxford as 
an EPSRC postdoctoral fellow and junior research 
fellow at St. Peter’s College. Since 2011 he has been 
an advanced researcher at the Max Planck Institute 
for Mathematics in Bonn, and he is a principal re-
search fellow at the University of Sydney. He works 
on problems in representation theory, algebra, and 
geometry and has given invited lectures through-
out the world, including at MIT, MSRI, Orsay, RIMS, 
Sanya, and Yale. In 2016 he will deliver an invited 
lecture at the European Congress of Mathematics.

Response from Geordie Williamson
I am greatly honoured to receive the 2016 Cheval-
ley Prize in Lie Theory. I would like to express my 
gratitude to George Lusztig, who both founded this 
prize and created so much of the field in which I 
work. Lie theory would be the poorer without his 
many observations, theorems, ideas, and conjec-
tures. Chevalley’s work is in good hands! Many 
thanks to my mentors and collaborators (in par-
ticular Wolfgang Soergel, Daniel Juteau, and Ben 
Elias) for all that they have taught me and the many 
hours we have spent together trying to understand 
a little better. I would like to thank the Max Planck 
Institute in Bonn and the University of Sydney for 
providing me with the space and means to con-
centrate on research. Finally, I thank my family 
and friends for their support and encouragement.

About the Prize
The Chevalley Prize in Lie Theory is awarded for 
notable work in Lie theory published during the 
preceding six years; a recipient should be no more 
than twenty-five years past the PhD. The current 
prize amount is US$8,000, awarded in even-num-
bered years, without restriction on society mem-
bership, citizenship, or venue of publication. The 
Chevalley Prize in Lie Theory was established in 
2014 by George Lusztig to honor Claude Chevalley 
(1909–84). Chevalley was a founding member of 
the Bourbaki group. He made fundamental contri-
butions to class field theory, algebraic geometry, 
and group theory. His three-volume treatise on Lie 
groups served as a standard reference for many 
decades. His classification of semisimple groups 
over an arbitrary algebraically closed field provides 
a link between Lie’s theory of continuous groups 
and the theory of finite groups, to the enormous 
enrichment of both subjects. 

The prize committee for the inaugural Chevalley 
Prize consisted of the following individuals.  

•James G. Arthur

•Jens Carsten Jantzen (Chair)

•Michele Vergne
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