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FIRST RETURN PROBABILITIES
OF BIRTH AND DEATH CHAINS

AND ASSOCIATED ORTHOGONAL POLYNOMIALS

HOLGER DETTE

(Communicated by Claudia M. Neuhauser)

Abstract. For a birth and death chain on the nonnegative integers, integral
representations for first return probabilities are derived. While the integral
representations for ordinary transition probabilities given by Karlin and Mc-
Gregor (1959) involve a system of random walk polynomials and the corre-
sponding measure of orthogonality, the formulas for the first return probabil-
ities are based on the corresponding systems of associated orthogonal poly-
nomials. Moreover, while the moments of the measure corresponding to the
random walk polynomials give the ordinary return probabilities to the origin,
the moments of the measure corresponding to the associated polynomials give
the first return probabilities to the origin.

As a by-product we obtain a new characterization in terms of canonical
moments for the measure of orthogonality corresponding to the first associated
orthogonal polynomials. The results are illustrated by several examples.

1. Introduction

Let (Xn)n∈N0 denote a birth and death chain on the nonnegative integers {0, 1,
2, . . . } and let P govern (Xn)n∈N0 with one-step upward transition probabilities ui
(birth), one-step downward transition probabilities di (death) and holding proba-
bilities hi (i ≥ 0), where ui > 0, di+1 > 0 and ui + di + hi ≤ 1 (i ≥ 0). The case
ui + di + hi < 1 (i ≥ 0) corresponds to a permanent absorbing state i∗, which
can only be reached from state i with probability 1 − ui − di − hi. Let Px denote
the corresponding probability for the process started at X0 = x. It was shown by
Karlin and McGregor [12] that the n-step transition probabilities of the process can
be represented as

Pi(Xn = j) = πj

∫ 1

−1

tnRi(t)Rj(t)dψ(t)(1.1)

where

πj =
u0 . . . uj−1

d1 . . . dj
=
[∫ 1

−1

R2
j (t)dψ(t)

]−1

(1.2)
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(j ≥ 1;π0 = 1), ψ is a probability measure on the interval [−1, 1], called spectral
measure of P, and Rj(t) is a polynomial of degree j defined recursively by R−1(t) =
0, R0(t) = 1,

tRn(t) = unRn+1(t) + hnRn(t) + dnRn−1(t) (n ≥ 0).(1.3)

The polynomials Rj are called random walk polynomials (see Whitehurst [21], van
Doorn and Schrijner [5] or Charris and Ismail [3]) and play a particular role in the
analysis of random walks on the nonnegative integers. Note that (1.1) implies that
the polynomials Rj are orthogonal with respect to the spectral measure, i.e.∫ 1

−1

Ri(t)Rj(t)dψ(t) = δijπ
−1
j(1.4)

where δij denotes Kronecker’s symbol.
The natural meaning of the formula (1.1) is a spectral representation of a linear

operator acting on an appropriate Hilbert space (see e.g. Kac [11] or Karlin and
McGregor [12]). To be precise let P denote the matrix of one-step transition proba-
bilities and consider the Hilbert space L2(π) of all complex sequences (fi)i∈N0 such
that

∑∞
i=0 |fi|2πi is finite. The transformation (Pf)0 = h0f0 + u0f1,

(Pf)i = difi−1 + hifi + uifi+1,

induces in L2(π) a bounded self-adjoint linear operator, say T, with norm ≤ 1. If
e0 = (1, 0, 0, . . . ) denotes the first unit vector in L2(π), it can be shown (see Karlin
and McGregor [12]) that

Pi(Xn = j) = πj〈T nRi(T )Rj(T )e0, e0〉

where 〈·, ·〉 denotes the corresponding inner product on L2(π). Consequently the
representation (1.1) is obtained by defining ψ(x) = 〈Exe0, e0〉 where {Ex} denotes
the spectral resolution of the self-adjoint operator T. Uniqueness of ψ follows from
the fact that for i = j = 0 the identity (1.1) determines all moments of the spectral
measure ψ.

The corresponding first associated orthogonal polynomials are defined by

R
(1)
j (t) =

∫ 1

−1

Rj+1(t)−Rj+1(z)
t− z dψ(z) (j ≥ 0)(1.5)

and satisfy the recurrence relation R(1)
−1(t) = 0, R(1)

0 (t) = 1/u0,

tR
(1)
j (t) = uj+1R

(1)
j+1(t) + hj+1R

(1)
j (t) + dj+1R

(1)
j−1(t) (j ≥ 0)(1.6)

(see Szegö [20]). Associated polynomials already appear in Stieltjes’ [18] fundamen-
tal work and are very natural because they are the numerators for the convergents of
certain continued fractions. More precisely, the generating function of the common
return probabilities can be represented as the Stieltjes transform of the spectral
measure ψ with a corresponding continued fraction expansion, i.e.

1
z
P00(

1
z

) =
∞∑
n=0

P0(Xn = 0)z−n−1 =
1
z

∞∑
n=0

∫ 1

−1

(
x

z
)ndψ(x)

=
∫ 1

−1

dψ(x)
z − x =

1
z − h0

− u0d1

z − h1
− u1d2

z − h2
− . . .
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(see Dette and Studden [4]). The continued fraction on the right-hand side con-
verges for |z| > 1. The random walk and the first associated orthogonal polynomials
appear in the representation of the nth convergent, i.e.

R
(1)
n−1(z)
Rn(z)

=
1

z − h0
− u0d1

z − h1
− . . .− un−2dn−1

z − hn−1
.

It follows from Favard’s theorem (see Chihara [2]) and the arguments of Karlin
and McGregor [12] that there exists a probability measure ψ(1) on the interval
[−1, 1] such that the first associated polynomials are orthogonal with respect to a
measure ψ(1), i.e. ∫ 1

−1

R
(1)
i (t)R(1)

j (t)dψ(1)(t) = δij
1

πi+1

1
u0d1

.(1.7)

Our main results show that the associated polynomials and the corresponding
measure of orthogonality play a similar role for the analysis of first return probabil-
ities to the origin as the random walk polynomials Rj(t) and the spectral measure
for the analysis of the ordinary transition probabilities.

Theorem 1.1. Let T0 = inf{n > 0|Xn = 0} denote the time of the first return to
the origin of the birth and death chain (Xn)n∈N0 . Then the first return probabilities
to the origin can be represented as

fnx,0 = Px(T0 = n) = u0d1

∫ 1

−1

tn−1R
(1)
x−1(t)dψ(1)(t)(1.8)

whenever x ≥ 1, n ≥ 1. Moreover, if n ≥ 2,

fn0,0 = P0(T0 = n) = u0d1

∫ 1

−1

tn−2dψ(1)(t).(1.9)

The kth associated orthogonal polynomials defined by the recursive relation
R

(k)
0 (t) = 1/uk−1, R

(k)
−1(t) = 0,

tR
(k)
j (t) = uj+kR

(k)
j+1(t) + hj+kR

(k)
j (t) + dj+kR

(k)
j−1(t)(1.10)

and the corresponding probability measure ψ(k) of orthogonality play a similar role
for the analysis of the first return probabilities fnx,y;x > y.

Corollary 1.2. For all n ≥ 1, y ≥ 0 and x > y we have for the time Ty =
inf{n > 0|Xn = y} of first return to the state y

fnx,y = Px(Ty = n) = uydy+1

∫ 1

−1

tn−1R
(y+1)
x−y−1(t)dψ(y+1)(t)(1.11)

where R(y+1)
j (t) denotes the (y+1)th associated orthogonal random walk polynomial

and ψ(y+1) the corresponding probability measure of orthogonality.

Note that these results give an interesting and important characterization of the
first return probabilities to the origin. While the moments of the spectral measure
ψ give the common return probabilities to the origin, Theorem 1.1 shows that the
moments of the measures u0d1ψ

(1) and d1ψ
(1) give the first return probabilities

fn0,0(n ≥ 2) and fn1,0(n ≥ 1), respectively. Similarly, Corollary 1.2 shows that the
return probabilities fnk,k−1 are obtained as the moments of the measure dkψ

(k)

corresponding to the kth associated orthogonal polynomials.
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A proof of Theorem 1.1 is given in Section 2. The proofs are based on a new
relation between the spectral measure ψ corresponding to the random walk polyno-
mials Rn(t) and the measure ψ(1) corresponding to the first associated polynomials
R

(1)
n (t). More precisely, it is shown that u0d1dψ

(1)(t) = (1 − t2)dψ̃(t) where ψ̃
is the dual of the spectral measure ψ which is obtained from ψ by applying the
transformation x→ 1− x to the canonical moments of the probability measure ψ.

2. The spectral measure of the first associated orthogonal

polynomials and the proof of Theorem 1.1

The proof of Theorem 1.1 requires some basic facts about the theory of canonical
moments. For a more detailed treatment of this theory we refer to the work of Dette
and Studden [4]. Some basic facts are mentioned here for the sake of completeness.
Let ξ denote a probability measure on the interval [−1, 1] with ordinary moments
c1, c2, . . . . For a given set of moments let c+i denote the maximum of the ith
moment

∫ 1

−1 x
idµ(x) over the set of all probability measures µ having the given

moments c1, c2, . . . , ci−1. Similary let c−i denote the corresponding minimum value.
The canonical moments are defined by

pi =
ci − c−i
c+i − c−i

, i = 1, 2, . . . .(2.1)

Note that 0 ≤ pi ≤ 1 and that the canonical moments are in one-to-one correspon-
dence with the ordinary moments. For this reason a probability measure ξ on the
interval [−1, 1] is uniquely determined by its sequence of canonical moments. More-
over, every sequence with elements in [0, 1] determines a probability measure on the
interval [−1, 1] in this sense. The canonical moments are left undefined whenever
c+i = c−i . If i0 is the first index for which this equality holds, then 0 < pk < 1
(k = 1, . . . , i0 − 2) and pi0−1 must have the value 0 or 1. In this case ξ has finite
support (see Skibinsky [17]). If c+i > c−i for all i ∈ N, we formally put i0 =∞ and
the canonical moments are defined for all i ∈ N. The following theorem relates the
spectral measures of the random walk polynomials and first associated polynomials
in terms of canonical moments.

Theorem 2.1. Let p1, p2, . . . denote the canonical moments of the spectral measure
ψ in the representation (1.1), qj = 1 − pj and define ψ̃ as the probability measure
with canonical moments q1, q2, q3, . . . . Then the first associated polynomials are or-
thogonal with respect to the measure (1− t2)dψ̃(t); more precisely the corresponding
probability measure is given by

dψ(1)(t) =
1

u0d1
(1− t2)dψ̃(t).(2.2)

Proof. Define ζj = qj−1pj (j ≥ 1); q0 = 1, ζ0 = 0, by Corollary 2.3.5 in Dette and
Studden [4] the monic orthogonal polynomials with respect to the measures dψ(t)
and (1 − t2)dψ̃(t) satisfy the recursive relation [P0(t) = 1, P−1(t) = 0, P (1)

0 (t) =
1, P (1)
−1 (t) = 0],

Pj+1(t) = (t+ 1− 2ζ2j − 2ζ2j+1)Pj(t)− 4ζ2j−1ζ2jPj−1(t),(2.3)

P
(1)
j+1(t) = (t+ 1− 2ζ2j+2 − 2ζ2j+3)P (1)

j (t)− 4ζ2j+1ζ2j+2P
(1)
j−1(t),(2.4)
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respectively. Because the random walk polynomials Rj(t) are also orthogonal with
respect to the measure dψ(t), we have from the monic form of (1.3)

− 1 + 2ζ2j + 2ζ2j+1 = hj (0 ≤ j < i0),(2.5)
4ζ2j−1ζ2j = uj−1dj (1 ≤ j < i0).

Inserting these identities into (2.4) and comparing the resulting recursion with the
monic form of (1.6) shows that the polynomials P (1)

j (t) are the monic version of

the first associated polynomials R(1)
j (t), i.e.

dψ(1)(t) = c · (1− t2)dψ̃(t).

For the determination of the remaining constant we use Remark 2.3.7 in Dette and
Studden [4] and obtain from (2.5)

1 =
∫ 1

−1

dψ(1)(t) = c · 4ζ1ζ2 = cu0d1,

which completes the proof of Theorem 2.1.

Remark 2.2. Note that Theorem 2.1 gives a new characterization of the measure of
orthogonality corresponding to the first associated orthogonal polynomials, which
is different from the representations commonly used in the literature (see e.g. Sher-
man [15] or Grosjean [9]). For example, it is shown in Van Assche [19] that the
Stieltjes transform of the orthogonality measure corresponding to the first associ-
ated orthogonal polynomials is given by the equation∫

dψ(1)(y)
x− y

∫
dψ(y)
x− y =

1
u0d1

∫
y − h0

x− y dψ(y),(2.6)

and ψ(1) could be determined from ψ by the Stieltjes inversion formula. If the
measure ψ is supported on a compact interval, the measure ψ(1) can be alternatively
characterized by simply switching the canonical moments of ψ and an application
of (2.2).

Proof of the identity (1.9) in Theorem 1.1. From the identity (2.6) and Theorem
2.1 we obtain for all |z| < 1

z2

∫ 1

−1

(1− t2)dψ̃(t)
1− tz ·

∫ 1

−1

dψ(t)
1− tz = −1 + (1− h0z)

∫ 1

−1

dψ(t)
1− tz(2.7)

or equivalently{
1− h0z − z2

∫ 1

−1

(1− t2)dψ̃(t)
1− tz

}−1

=
∫ 1

−1

dψ(t)
1− tz

=
∞∑
n=0

P0(Xn = 0)zn = P00(z)

where P00(z) denotes the generating function of the return probabilities to the
origin and the second equality follows from the integral representation (1.1). If

F00(z) =
∞∑
n=0

P0(T0 = n)zn = 1− 1
P00(z)



1810 HOLGER DETTE

denotes the generating function of the first return probabilities to the origin, we
obtain

F00(z) = h0z + z2

∫ 1

−1

(1 − t2)dψ̃(t)
1− tz

and an expansion of the right-hand side yields for n ≥ 2 the representation (1.9) in
Theorem 1.1, i.e.

fn0,0 = P0(T0 = n) =
∫ 1

−1

tn−2(1− t2)dψ̃(t) = u0d1

∫ 1

−1

tn−2dψ(1)(t).

Proof of the identity (1.8) in Theorem 1.1. The proof of the remaining identity now
follows by induction. For x = 1 we have from (1.9)

fn1,0 =
1
u0
fn+1

00 = d1

∫ 1

−1

tn−1dψ(1)(t) = u0d1

∫ 1

−1

tn−1R
(1)
0 (t)dψ(1)(t).

Similary, we have from the orthogonality relation (1.7)

f1
2,0 = 0 = u0d1

∫ 1

−1

R
(1)
1 (t)dψ(1)(t),

f2
2,0 = d1d2 = u0d1

∫ 1

−1

tR
(1)
1 (t)dψ(1)(t).

Conditioning on X1 now implies

fn2,0 =
1
u1

{
fn+1

1,0 − h1f
n
1,0

}
=

u0d1

u1

∫ 1

−1

tn−1(t− h1)R(1)
0 (t)dψ(1)(t) = u0d1

∫ 1

−1

tn−1R
(1)
1 (t)dψ(1)(t)

where the last identity follows by the recursive relation (1.6). The general step for
x+ 1 > 2 follows by exactly the same argument, i.e.

fnx+1,0 =
1
ux

{
fn+1
x,0 − dxfnx−1,0 − hxfnx,0

}
=

u0d1

ux

∫ 1

−1

tn−1{(t− hx)R(1)
x−1(t)− dxR(1)

x−2(t)}dψ(1)(t)

= u0d1

∫ 1

−1

tn−1R(1)
x (t)dψ(1)(t).

This completes the proof of Theorem 1.1.

Proof of Corollary 1.2. Let P̃ y govern the birth and death chain (Xn)n∈N0 with
one-step transition probabilities (y ∈ N0)

ũj = uj+y,

d̃j = dj+y ,(2.8)

h̃j = hj+y,
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for birth, death and no transition, respectively. From Theorem 1.1 we have for
x > y, n ≥ 1

fnx,y = Px(Ty = n) = P̃ yx−y(T0 = n) = ũ0d̃1

∫ 1

−1

tn−1R̃
(1)
x−y−1(t)dϕ̃(t)(2.9)

where R̃(1)
j (t) are the first associated orthogonal polynomials defined by the recur-

rence relation R̃(1)
−1(t) = 0, R̃(1)

0 (t) = 1,

tR̃
(1)
j (t) = ũj+1R̃

(1)
j+1(t) + h̃j+1R̃

(1)
j (t) + d̃j+1R̃

(1)
j−1(t)

= uj+y+1R̃
(1)
j+1(t) + hj+y+1R̃

(1)
j (t) + dj+1+yR̃

(1)
j−1(t)

and ϕ̃ is the corresponding probability measure of orthogonality. The assertion
of the Corollary now follows from (2.8), (2.9) and the recursive relation for the
(y + 1)th associated orthogonal polynomials.

3. Examples

In general the calculation of the associated orthogonal polynomials and the cor-
responding measure of orthogonality is difficult and can only be done in very special
cases (see e.g. Nevai [14], Grosjean [8, 9]). The following examples demonstrate
that in some cases the results of Sections 1 and 2 can be useful for the identification
of associated orthogonal polynomials and for the calculation of first return proba-
bilities. The examples illustrate some applications of Theorem 2.1 in the context
of orthogonal polynomials and demonstrate potential applications in the context of
birth and death chains.

Example 3.1. Let ψ denote the Beta distribution on the interval [−1, 1] with
parameters −1 < α < 0, β = −1− α, i.e.

dψ

dx
=

1
B(α,−1− α)

(1− t)α(1 + t)−1−α, t ∈ (−1, 1).

The corresponding orthogonal polynomials are proportional to the Jacobi polyno-
mials P (α,−1−α)

n (x) and the canonical moments of ψ are given by

p2j =
1
2
, p2j−1 =

j − 1− α
2j − 1

(j ≥ 1)

(see Skibinsky [16]). From Theorem 8.2.5 in Dette and Studden [4] it follows easily
that ψ is the spectral measure of a random walk if and only if α = −1/2. This case
yields pj = 1/2 (j ∈ N), u0 = 1, uj = dj = 1/2 (j ∈ N) and some probabilistic
aspects of the corresponding birth and death chain will be discussed in Example
3.2.

By Theorem 2.1 the measure corresponding to the first associated orthogonal
polynomials is given by dψ(1)(t) = (1 − t2)dψ̃(t), where ψ̃ has canonical moments
p̃j = 1− pj , i.e.

p̃2j =
1
2
, p̃2j−1 =

j + α

2j − 1
.

The measure corresponding to the canonical moments p̃j is again a Beta distribution
with density

dψ̃

dx
=

1
B(−1− α, α)

(1 − t)−1−α(1 + t)α, t ∈ (−1, 1)
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(see [16]). Consequently ψ(1) has a density proportional to (1 − t)−α(1 + t)1+α

and the first associated Jacobi polynomials P (α,−1−α)(1)

n (x) are proportional to the
Jacobi polynomials P (−α,1+α)

n (x). This relation was already found by Grosjean [9]
using a special structure of the corresponding weight function and by Wimp [22]
[formula (40)] as a special case of a representation for the c-th associated Jacobi
polynomial in terms of generalized hypergeometric functions.

Example 3.2. A simple example of a birth and death chain is the symmetric ran-
dom walk with reflecting barrier for which the transition probabilities are given by
u0 = 1, uj = dj = 1

2 (j ≥ 1) and hj = 0 (j ≥ 0). It follows from Karlin and McGre-
gor [12] that the corresponding spectral measure is the arcsine distribution on the
interval [−1, 1] and the random walk polynomials are the Chebyshev polynomials
of the first kind, i.e. Rn(t) = Tn(t) = cos(n arccos t). It is well known (see e.g.
Wimp [22]) that the corresponding associated orthogonal polynomials of order y
are given by the Chebyshev polynomials of the second kind, i.e. R(1)

n (t) = Un(t),

R(y)
n (t) = 2Un(t) = 2

sin[(n+ 1) arccos t]
sin[arccos t]

(y ≥ 2)

with corresponding probability measure dψ(y)(t) = 2
π

√
1− t2dt. Now Corollary 1.2

implies for the first return probabilities fnx,y = 0 if x+ y+ n is odd (x > y) and for
x+ y + n even (x > y) we obtain

fnx,y = uydy+1

∫ 1

−1

tn−1R
(y+1)
x−y−1(t)dψ(y+1)(t)

=
1
π

∫ 1

−1

tn−1Ux−y−1(t)
√

1− t2dt

=
1
π

∫ π

0

{cosn(s) cos((x− y)s)− cosn−1(s) cos((x− y + 1)s)}ds

=
1
2n

(
n

n−x+y
2

)
− 1

2n−1

(
n− 1

n−x+y
2 − 1

)
=
x− y
n2n

(
n

n−x+y
2

)
where the third equality follows from the trigonometric representation of the Cheby-
shev polynomials of the second kind and the last identity is a consequence of a
standard formula (see Jolley [10], eq. 55) for trigonometric functions.

Example 3.3. Consider the polynomials defined by P0(x) = 1, P−1(x) = 0,

Pn(x) = 21−n[Tn(x) − aTn−2(x)] (n ≥ 2)(3.1)

where a ∈ (−1, 1) and Tn(x) = cos[n arccosx] denotes the Chebyshev polynomial
of the first kind. Grin̆spun [7] obtained the three term recurrence relation

Pn(x) = xPn−1(x)− λnPn−2(x) (n ≥ 2)(3.2)

where

λ2 =
1 + a

2
;λ3 =

1− a
4

;λn =
1
4

(n ≥ 4).(3.3)

He also found the corresponding probability measure of orthogonality which is given
by

dψ

dx
=

1
π

1− a2

(1 + a)2 − 4ax2

1√
1− x2

, x ∈ (−1, 1).(3.4)
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Comparing the recurrence relation (3.2) with the general form (2.3) we obtain for
the canonical moments of the probability measure ψ : p2j−1 = 1

2 (j ≥ 1)

p2 =
1 + a

2
; p2j =

1
2

(j ≥ 2).(3.5)

By Theorem 8.3.1 in Dette and Studden [4] there exists a unique birth and death
chain corresponding to ψ with transition probabilities given by u0 = 1, uj = 1−dj =
(1 − a)/2 (j ∈ N). The dual spectral measure ψ̃ belongs to the same class and is
given by

dψ̃

dx
=

1
π

1− a2

(1− a)2 + 4ax2

1√
1− x2

, x ∈ (−1, 1).(3.6)

By Theorem 2.1 the first associated orthogonal polynomials are orthogonal with
respect to the probability measure

dψ(1)

dx
=

2
π(1 + a)

1− a2

(1− a)2 + 4ax2

√
1− x2.

Now results of Geronimus [6] show that the monic version of the first associated
polynomials corresponding to (3.1) is given by

P (1)
n (x) = 21−n[Tn(x) +

1 + a

2
Un−2(x)]

where Un(x) denotes the Chebyshev polynomial of the second kind.

Example 3.4. Consider a birth and death chain with reflecting barrier at the
origin (i.e. u0 = 1) and

uj =
j

2j + 1
, dj =

j + 1
2j + 1

(j ∈ N).

The first associated orthogonal polynomial are given by the recursive relation
R

(1)
0 (t) = t, R

(1)
−1(t) = 0,

(2j + 3)tR(1)
j (t) = (j + 1)R(1)

j+1(t) + (j + 2)R(1)
j−1(t) (j ≥ 0)

and can be identified as ultraspherical polynomials, i.e.

R
(1)
j (t) = C

(3/2)
j (t) = P ′j+1(t)(3.7)

where Pj+1(t) denotes the (j + 1)th Legendre polynomial orthogonal with respect
to the Lebesgue measure (see Szegö [20], pp. 80-83). The corresponding probability
measure of orthogonality has density 3

4 (1 − t2)I[−1,1](t). By Theorem 1.1 the first
return probabilities to the origin are obtained as fnx,0 = 0 if x+ n is odd and as

fnx,0 =
1
2

∫ 1

−1

P ′x(t)tn−1(1− t2)dt

= −1
2

∫ 1

−1

Px(t)tn−2{n− 1− (n+ 1)t2}dt

=
1
4
x(x + 1)

Γ(n2 )Γ(n+1
2 )

Γ(n−x2 + 1)Γ(n+x+3
2 )

if x + n is even. Here the last equality follows by straightforward algebra using
formulae (22.13.8) and (22.13.9) in Abramowitz and Stegun [1].
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Example 3.5. Our final example illustrates how the results of Sections 1 and 2
can be used for the investigation of the long term behaviour of the first return
probabilities of a random walk with a finite state space and reflecting barriers.
Consider for λ > 0 the birth and death chain with finite state space {0, . . . , N},
with one step transition probabilities u0 = 1,

uj =
j

2(j + λ)
= 1− dj (1 ≤ j < N)

and uN = 0, dN = 1. We will show that the first return probabilities to the origin
converge to 0 with a geometric rate bounded by

fnx,0 = O((cosNλ)n)(3.8)

(n+ x even) where

Nλ =


jλ−1/2

{(N + λ)2 + (1− 4/π2)λ(1 − λ)}1/2 if 0 < λ ≤ 1,

jλ−1/2

{(N + λ)2 + λ(1 − λ)/3}1/2 if λ > 1,

and jλ−1/2 denotes the minimal positive zero of the Bessel function Jλ−1/2(x). To
this end note that by (2.5) the canonical moments of the spectral measure ψ are
given by p2j−1 = 1/2 (1 ≤ j ≤ N), p2j = dj (1 ≤ j ≤ N−1) and p2N = 1. Therefore
the measure ψ̃ has canonical moments p̃2j−1 = 1/2 (1 ≤ j ≤ N), p̃2N = 0 and

p̃2j = uj =
j

2(j + λ)
, 1 ≤ j < N.

By Theorem 2.5.1 and 4.3.1 of Dette and Studden [4] the support of ψ̃ is finite and
given by

supp(ψ̃) = {x|C(λ)
N (x) = 0}

where C(α)
k (x) denotes the kth ultraspherical polynomial (see Szegö [20], p. 80). If

xN,Λ denotes the largest zero of C(λ)
N (x), then Theorems 1.1 and 2.1 show that

|fnx,0| ≤
1 + 2λ
2 + 2λ

∫ 1

−1

|tn−1R
(1)
x−1(t)|(1 − t2)dψ̃(t) = O(xnN,λ).

Now the assertion (3.8) follows by an application of bounds for the zeros of ultras-
pherical polynomials (see e.g. Laforgia [13], p. 216).
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