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INVARIANT IDEALS OF ABELIAN GROUP ALGEBRAS
UNDER THE MULTIPLICATIVE ACTION OF A FIELD. II

J. M. OSTERBURG, D. S. PASSMAN, AND A. E. ZALESSKĬI

(Communicated by Lance W. Small)

Abstract. Let D be a division ring and let V = Dn be a finite-dimensional
right D-vector space, viewed multiplicatively. If G = D• is the multiplicative
group of D, then G acts on V and hence on any group algebra K[V ]. In
this paper, we completely describe the semiprime G-stable ideals of K[V ], and
conclude that these ideals satisfy the ascending chain condition. As it turns
out, this result follows fairly easily from the corresponding results for the field
of rational numbers (due to Brookes and Evans) and for infinite locally-finite
fields (handled in Part I).

Introduction II

This is a continuation of [PZ2]. We use the notation of that paper, as well as
the material from sections 1 and 2. In particular, this paper begins with section 3.

We recall that if V is a multiplicative abelian group, then K[V ] denotes its
group algebra over the field K. Furthermore, if A is a subgroup of V , then there
exists a natural epimorphism K[V ] → K[V/A] and we let ω(A;V ) = ωK(A;V ),
the augmentation ideal of A in V , denote its kernel. Thus, ω(A;V ) is the K-linear
span of all elements of the form (1 − a)v with a ∈ A and v ∈ V . If G is a group
which acts as automorphisms on V , then G also acts on K[V ], and it is clear that
A is a G-stable subgroup of V if and only if ω(A;V ) is a G-stable ideal of K[V ].

Now suppose that D is a division ring and let V be a right D-vector space. Then
G = D• acts on V and hence on the group algebra K[V ], when we view V as a
multiplicative group. The goal of this paper is to determine all semiprime G-stable
ideals of K[V ], and our main result is

Theorem B. Let D be an infinite division ring and let V be a finite-dimensional
right D-vector space. Furthermore, let G = D• act on V and hence on the group
algebra K[V ]. Then every G-stable semiprime ideal of K[V ] can be written uniquely
as a finite irredundant intersection

⋂k
i=1 ω(Ai;V ) of augmentation ideals, where

each Ai is a D-subspace of V . As a consequence, the set of these G-stable semiprime
ideals is Noetherian.
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As we will see, this follows fairly easily from two special cases, namely the field
of rational numbers (due to Brookes and Evans in [BE]) and infinite locally finite
fields (handled in Part I). We note that if D is finite, then D is a finite field, and the
description of the G-stable ideals of K[V ] is essentially contained in Lemma 2.1.
In particular, there are G-stable ideals not contained in the augmentation ideal
ω(V ;V ) and there is no uniqueness result. In the case of infinite-dimensional vector
spaces, we have at least

Corollary C. Let D be an infinite division ring and let V be a right D-vector space
of arbitrary dimension. Let G = D• act on V and hence on the group algebra K[V ].
Then every G-stable semiprime ideal of K[V ] can be written as an intersection⋂
i ω(Ai;V ) of augmentation ideals, where each Ai is a D-subspace of V .

3. Division rings

For convenience, we say that a division ring D has property (∗) if for any finite-
dimensional right D-vector space V and any field K, every D•-stable semiprime
ideal of K[V ] can be written as a finite intersection

⋂k
i=1 ω(Ai;V ) of augmentation

ideals, where each Ai is a D-subspace of V . We start with a trivial remark.

Lemma 3.1. Let D be a division ring and let V be a right D-vector space.
(i) The group algebra K[V ] is semiprime unless charD = charK = p > 0.
(ii) If charD = charK = p > 0, then ω(V ;V ) is the unique semiprime ideal

of K[V ]. Hence, this case need not be considered when deciding whether D
satisfies property (∗).

Proof. If charD = 0, then V is a torsion-free abelian group. Hence any group
algebra K[V ] is prime and consequently semiprime. If charD = p > 0, then V
is an elementary abelian p-group. In particular, if charK 6= p, then K[V ] is von
Neumann regular, by [P, Theorem 1.1.5], and consequently also semiprime. Finally,
if charK = p, then ω(V ;V ) is both a nil and a maximal ideal. Hence it is the
unique semiprime ideal of the ring. In particular, the (∗) condition is automatically
satisfied in this case.

Next, we list a few basic observations.

Lemma 3.2. Let D have property (∗) and let V be a right D-vector space.
(i) D is infinite.
(ii) If V is finite dimensional, then every D•-stable semiprime ideal of K[V ] can

be written uniquely as a finite irredundant intersection
⋂k
i=1 ω(Ai;V ) of aug-

mentation ideals, where each Ai is a D-subspace of V .
(iii) If V has arbitrary dimension, then every D•-stable semiprime ideal of K[V ]

can be written as an intersection
⋂
i ω(Ai;V ) of augmentation ideals, where

each Ai is a D-subspace of V .

Proof. (i) If D is finite, then so is any finite-dimensional D-vector space V . If
charK 6= charD, then the principal idempotent e of the semisimple group algebra
K[V ] is centralized by D•. Hence the ideal eK[V ] is a D•-stable semiprime ideal
not contained in ω(V ;V ).

(ii) Any finite intersection of augmentation ideals can be reduced to an irredun-
dant intersection. Since D is infinite, all D•-sections of V are infinite, so uniqueness
follows from Lemma 1.4.
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(iii) If I is a semiprime ideal of K[V ] and if W is any finite-dimensional subspace
of V , then I ∩ K[W ] is a semiprime ideal of K[W ]. Thus, by (∗), I ∩K[W ] is a
finite intersection of augmentation ideals, and Lemma 1.9 yields the result.

Our goal is to prove that every infinite division ring D satisfies (∗). To this end,
we first show how to lift this property to certain extensions.

Lemma 3.3. Let F be an infinite field and let n ≥ 1 be an integer. Then for
every integer k ≥ n, there exists an n × k matrix Mk over F such that all n × n
submatrices of Mk are nonsingular.

Proof. It clearly suffices to show that, for each k ≥ 1, the vector space Fn contains
a set Sk of distinct vectors {v1, v2, . . . , vk} such that every n of these are linearly
independent. We proceed by induction on k, starting with a basis Sn of Fn. Then,
having found Sk = {v1, v2, . . . , vk}, choose vk+1 not contained in the union of the
finitely many (n− 1)-dimensional subspaces of Fn spanned by the subsets of Sk of
size n − 1. Note that, since F is infinite, this union is properly smaller than Fn.
Clearly, Sk+1 = {v1, v2, . . . , vk, vk+1} also has the required property.

In the following, we let F be a field and D an F -division ring. By this we mean
that F is contained in the center of D.

Lemma 3.4. Let D be an F -division ring, let V be a right D-vector space, and
assume that K[V ] is semiprime. If F has property (∗) and if A is an F -subspace
of V , then ⋂

x∈D•
ω(A;V )x = ω(B;V )

where B is the largest D-subspace of V contained in A.

Proof. Let I denote the above intersection. Then I is aD•-stable ideal and certainly
I ⊇ ω(B;V ). Thus, via the D•-homomorphism K[V ]→ K[V/B], it clearly suffices
to assume that B = 1 and then to show that I = 0. Note that each ω(A;V )x =
ω(Ax;V ) is a semiprime ideal by Lemma 3.1(i), and hence I is also a semiprime
ideal of K[V ].

Suppose, by way of contradiction, that I 6= 0. Then we can choose a finite-
dimensional F -subspace C of V with I ∩K[C] 6= 0. Thus, since this intersection is
a nonzero F •-stable semiprime ideal of K[C] and since F has property (∗), we can
write I ∩K[C] =

⋂n
i=1 ω(Ci;C), where C1, C2, . . . , Cn are nonidentity F -subspaces

of C. By Lemma 3.2(i), F is infinite.
We first note that for each y ∈ D, there exists j ∈ {1, 2, . . . , n} with Cyj ⊆ A.

This is clear for y = 0 since C0
j = 1. Now suppose that y 6= 0 and note that

n⋂
j=1

ω(Cyj ;Cy) =
(
I ∩K[C]

)y = Iy ∩K[Cy] = I ∩K[Cy]

⊆ ω(A;V ) ∩K[Cy] = ω(A ∩ Cy;Cy)

by Lemma 1.1(i) and the fact that I is D•-stable. Thus, since all F •-sections on
the F -space Cy are infinite, Lemma 1.4 implies that ω(Cyj ;Cy) ⊆ ω(A ∩ Cy;Cy),
for some j, and hence that Cyj ⊆ A ∩ Cy ⊆ A, as required.

Since B = 1 and Ci 6= 1, we know that
∏
x∈D• C

x
i 6⊆ A. Thus, for each i,

there exists xi ∈ D• with Cxii 6⊆ A. Now take k = n2 and form the n× n2 matrix
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M = [fr,s] over F , given by the preceding lemma, with the property that each n×n
submatrix is nonsingular. For each column subscript s, let ys =

∑n
r=1 xrfr,s ∈ D.

Then, as we observed above, there exists a subscript s′ ∈ {1, 2, . . . , n} satisfying
Cyss′ ⊆ A. Since there are n2 choices for s and only n choices for s′, it follows that
there exist n distinct column subscripts s having the same value s′. For convenience,
let us assume that Cys1 ⊆ A for s = 1, 2, . . . , n.

Let us temporarily revert to additive notation for the D-vector space V . Then
for each c ∈ C1, we have

n∑
r=1

cxrfr,s = cys ∈ A for all s = 1, 2, . . . , n.

We view this as a system of n linear equations in the n unknowns cxr, with matrix
of coefficients N = [fr,s], the first n columns of M . Thus, since detN 6= 0 and since
A is an F -space, we can solve for each cxr and conclude that cxr ∈ A for all c ∈ C1

and subscripts r. In particular, we have C1x1 ⊆ A and, since this contradicts the
definition of x1, we conclude that I = 0.

One can extend the above result from division rings to certain F -algebras con-
taining “mostly” units. Namely, let R be an F -algebra and let V be an R-module.
Then R•, the group of units of R, acts on V and hence on K[V ]. To apply the
preceding argument to this situation, we need to know that if x1, x2, . . . , xn ∈ R•,
then

{(f1, f2, . . . , fn) ∈ Fn | f1x1 + f2x2 + · · ·+ fnxn ∈ R•}
is not contained in a finite union of proper subspaces of Fn. For example, this holds
if R is semilocal, that is, a ring having just finitely many maximal one-sided ideals.

Lemma 3.5. Let D be an F -division ring. If F has property (∗), then so does D.

Proof. Let V be a finite-dimensional right D-vector space and let I be a D•-stable
semiprime ideal of K[V ]. In view of Lemma 3.1(i)(ii), it suffices to assume that
K[V ] is semiprime. Since I is F •-stable, it follows from (∗) and Lemma 3.2(iii)
that I is an intersection of augmentation ideals of the form ω(A;V ) with A an F -
subspace of V . But I is D•-stable, so I can be written as an intersection of ideals
of the form

⋂
x∈D• ω(A;V )x. By Lemma 3.4, each of these latter intersections is an

augmentation ideal ω(B;V ) with B a D-subspace of V . Thus I is an intersection
of suitable ω(B;V ). Finally, since dimD V < ∞, we see that V has a finite-length
composition series as a D•-module. With this, we can conclude from Lemma 1.6
that I is a finite intersection

⋂n
i=1 ω(Ci;V ), where each Ci is a D-subspace of V .

Next, we show that property (∗) is inherited by division subalgebras. Part (ii)
of the following is almost entirely notation.

Lemma 3.6. Let D ⊆ E be division rings.
(i) If S is a finite subset of E• and if D is infinite, then there exists a D-linear

functional λ : DE → DD such that λ(1) = 1 and λ(S) ⊆ D•.
(ii) Let V be a right D-vector space and let W = V ⊗D E be the natural extension

of V to a right E-vector space. If λ : DE → DD is a D-linear functional
with λ(1) = 1, then the map Λ: W → V given by v ⊗ e 7→ vλ(e) is a group
homomorphism which is the identity on V = V ⊗ 1. Hence Λ determines
an algebra homomorphism Λ: K[W ] → K[V ] which is the identity on K[V ].
Furthermore, Λ(αe) = αλ(e) if α ∈ K[V ], e ∈ E• and λ(e) ∈ D•.



ABELIAN GROUP ALGEBRAS. II 955

Proof. (i) We can assume that 1 ∈ S. Now H = Hom(DE,DD) is a right D-vector
space and, for each s ∈ S, Hs = {λ ∈ H | λ(s) = 0} is a proper D-subspace. Since
D is infinite, |H : Hs| =∞ and it follows from [P, Lemma 4.2.1] that we can choose
µ ∈ H with µ /∈

⋃
s∈S Hs. Thus λ = µ·µ(1)−1 has the required property.

(ii) We note that W = V ⊗D E is the natural extension of V to a right E-
vector space and we identify V with V ⊗ 1. Since λ : DE → DD is a D-linear
functional, the map V × E → V given by (v, e) 7→ vλ(e) is bilinear and balanced.
Hence, it determines an additive homomorphism Λ: W = V ⊗ E → V given by
Λ(v ⊗ e) = vλ(e). Then Λ is the identity on V = V ⊗ 1 since λ(1) = 1, and in
multiplicative notation, Λ determines an algebra homomorphism Λ: K[W ]→ K[V ]
which is the identity on K[V ]. Finally, if e ∈ E• and λ(e) ∈ D•, then Λ(ve) =
Λ((v ⊗ 1)e) = Λ(v ⊗ e) = vλ(e), and this translates in multiplicative language to
Λ(ve) = vλ(e). Consequently, Λ(αe) = αλ(e) for all α ∈ K[V ].

With this, we can prove

Lemma 3.7. Let D ⊆ E be infinite division rings.
(i) Let V be a right D-vector space and let W = V ⊗D E be its natural extension

to a right E-vector space. Suppose I is a D•-stable ideal of K[V ] and let
J =

∑
e∈E• I

eK[W ] be the E•-stable ideal of K[W ] generated by I. Then
J ∩K[V ] = I and

√
J ∩K[V ] =

√
I.

(ii) If E has property (∗), then so does D.

Proof. (i) Certainly, J ∩ K[V ] ⊇ I. For the reverse inclusion, let α ∈ J ∩ K[V ]
and note that α ∈ J can be written as a finite sum α =

∑k
i=1 β

ei
i γi with βi ∈ I,

γi ∈ K[W ] and ei ∈ E•. Since D is infinite, Lemma 3.6(i) implies that there
exists a D-linear functional λ : DE → DD with λ(1) = 1 and λ(ei) ∈ D• for all
i = 1, 2, . . . , k. We use λ in Lemma 3.6(ii) to construct an algebra homomorphism
Λ: K[W ]→ K[V ] which is the identity on K[V ] and which satisfies Λ(τe) = τλ(e)

for all τ ∈ K[V ] and all e ∈ E• with λ(e) ∈ D•. Then, by applying Λ to the formula
for α, we obtain

α = Λ(α) =
k∑
i=1

Λ(βeii )Λ(γi) =
k∑
i=1

β
λ(ei)
i Λ(γi)

since λ(ei) 6= 0. But βi ∈ I and I is D•-stable, so βλ(ei)
i ∈ I and hence α ∈ I.

Finally, it is clear that
√
J ∩ K[V ] ⊇

√
I. For the reverse inclusion, let δ ∈√

J ∩K[V ]. Then for some integer n > 0, we have δn ∈ J ∩K[V ] = I, so δ ∈
√
I.

(ii) Let K be a field, let V be a finite-dimensional right D-vector space, and
let I be a D•-stable semiprime ideal of K[V ]. Set W = V ⊗D E and use the
notation of part (i). Then W is a finite-dimensional right E-vector space containing
V = V ⊗1, and we let J =

∑
e∈E• I

eK[W ] be the E•-stable ideal ofK[W ] generated
by I. Since

√
J is clearly an E•-stable semiprime ideal of K[W ], (∗) implies that√

J =
⋂k
i=1 ω(Bi;W ) is a finite intersection of augmentation ideals with each Bi

an E-subspace of W . But I is a semiprime ideal, so I =
√
I = K[V ] ∩

√
J by (i),

and Lemma 1.1(i) yields

I =
√
I = K[V ] ∩

√
J = K[V ] ∩

k⋂
i=1

ω(Bi;W ) =
k⋂
i=1

ω(Bi ∩ V ;V ).

Since Bi ∩ V is a D-subspace of V , we see that I has the appropriate form.



956 J. M. OSTERBURG, D. S. PASSMAN, AND A. E. ZALESSKĬI

It is now a simple matter to obtain our main results.

Proof of Theorem B and Corollary C. Let D be an infinite division ring. Our first
goal is to show that D has property (∗). If charD = 0, then D contains the field
Q of rational numbers as a central subfield, and Q satisfies (∗) by [BE, Proposition
6]. Thus, by Lemma 3.5, D has property (∗), and it now suffices to assume that D
has characteristic p > 0.

Let F be an infinite field of characteristic p and let F̃ be its algebraic closure.
Then F̃ contains L, the algebraic closure of GF(p), and L is an infinite locally finite
field. Thus, by Theorem A and Lemma 3.1(ii), we see that L has property (∗), and
then Lemma 3.5 implies that F̃ has property (∗). But F is infinite, so we can now
conclude from Lemma 3.7(ii) that F also satisfies (∗).

In particular, if D has an infinite center F , then F satisfies (∗) and therefore so
does D by Lemma 3.5. Finally, if D is arbitrary, let E = D[[t, t−1]] be the ring of
all Laurent series in the variable t with coefficients in D. Then E is a division ring,
E ⊇ D and E has an infinite center. As we observed, the latter implies that E has
property (∗), and consequently so does D by Lemma 3.7(ii).

In other words, we have now shown that all infinite division rings D satisfy
(∗). In particular, by Lemma 3.2(ii), if V is a finite-dimensional right D-vector
space, then every D-stable semiprime ideal of K[V ] is uniquely a finite irredundant
intersection of augmentation ideals. Furthermore, by Lemma 1.8, the set of all
such ideals satisfies the ascending chain condition. Thus Theorem B is proved, and
Corollary C is an immediate consequence of Theorem B and Lemma 3.2(iii).

Let G be a group acting on a set S. Then we recall that an element σ ∈ S is said
to be G-orbital if it has finitely many G-conjugates or equivalently if the stabilizer
of σ in G has finite index in the group.

Corollary 3.8. Let D be an infinite division ring and let V be a finite-dimensional
right D-vector space, viewed multiplicatively. Suppose G is a group which acts on V
and contains D•, in its natural action, as a normal subgroup. Then every G-stable
semiprime ideal of K[V ] is uniquely an irredundant intersection

⋂
A∈A

ω(A;V ),
where A is a finite G-stable set of D-subspaces of V . In particular, each A ∈ A is
a D•-stable, G-orbital subgroup of V .

Proof. If I is G-stable, then it is D•-stable. Hence by Theorem B, I can be written
uniquely as the irredundant intersection I =

⋂m
i=1 ω(Ai;V ), where each Ai is D•-

stable. In particular, if g ∈ G, then since I is G-stable, we have
m⋂
i=1

ω(Ai;V ) = I = Ig =
m⋂
i=1

ω(Agi ;V ).

But D• is normal in G, so each Agi is certainly a D•-stable subgroup of V . Hence, by
uniqueness, {Ag1, A

g
2, . . . , A

g
m} = {A1, A2, . . . , Am} and consequently G permutes

the finite set A = {A1, A2, . . . , Am}.

This observation yields the following analog of results in [BE] and [FS].

Example 3.9. Let D be an infinite division ring, let V = Dn and take G =
GLn(D)·D•, where D• acts on the right on V and GLn(D) acts on the left. Then
ω(V ;V ) is the unique proper G-stable semiprime ideal of K[V ].
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Proof. If I is a proper G-stable semiprime ideal of K[V ], then Corollary 3.8 implies
that I =

⋂
A∈A

ω(A;V ), where each A ∈ A is a right D-subspace of V orbital under
the action of G. But all G-orbits of proper subspaces of V are clearly infinite, so
this implies that A = 1 or V and, since I is proper, we have I = ω(V ;V ).

As we observed earlier, if charD > 0 and charK 6= charD, then K[V ] is von
Neumann regular, and hence each ideal is semiprime. In particular, the above
shows that ω(V ;V ) is the unique proper G-stable ideal of K[V ]. Next, suppose
that charD = 0 and that charK = q > 0. If I is a proper G-stable ideal of K[V ],
then, by considering the radical

√
I, we see that ω(V ;V )/I is nil. Thus, if x ∈ V ,

then 1q
n − xqn = (1 − x)q

n ∈ I for some n > 0 and, since I is closed under the
action of the rationals on V , we see that 1− x ∈ I. Again, this yields I = ω(V ;V ).
Lastly, if charD = charK = 0, then ω(V ;V )2 is properly contained in ω(V ;V ), so
there are certainly other G-stable ideals of K[V ] in this case.

Added in proof

When the division ring D and the field K have different characteristics, the
semiprime hypotheses in Theorem B and Corollary C are not really necessary. A
quick proof of this observation will appear in a future addendum to this paper.

References

[BE] C. J. B. Brookes and D. M. Evans, Augmentation modules for affine groups, Math. Proc.
Cambridge Philos. Soc. 130 (2001), 287–294. CMP 2001:06

[FS] D. R. Farkas and R. L. Snider. Simple augmentation modules, Quart. J. Math. Oxford (2)
45 (1994), 29–42. MR 95d:16032

[P] D. S. Passman, The Algebraic Structure of Group Rings, Wiley-Interscience, New York,
1977. MR 81d:16001
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