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Knots, Molecules, 
and the Universe
An Introduction to Topology
Erica Flapan, Pomona College, Claremont, CA
This book is an elementary introduction to geometric 
topology and its applications to chemistry, molec-
ular biology, and cosmology. It does not assume 
any mathematical or scientific background, sophis-
tication, or even motivation to study mathematics. 
It is meant to be fun and engaging while drawing 
students in to learn about fundamental topological 
and geometric ideas.
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