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AMS Waldemar J. Trjitzinsky Awards 
Program Celebrates Its Twenty-Fifth Year 

For permission to reprint this article, please contact:
reprint-permission@ams.org.

This year the American Math-
ematical Society (AMS) celebrates 
the twenty-fifth anniversary of the 
establishment of the Waldemar J.  
Trjitzinsky Memorial Awards. 
These annual awards provide fel-
lowships to needy undergrad-
uate students in mathematics. 
The program is made possible  
by a bequest from the estate 
of Waldemar J., Barbara G., and  
Juliette Trjitzinsky. 

Waldemar J. Trjitzinsky (1901–
1973) was a longtime member of 
the mathematics department at the  
University of Illinois at Urbana–Cham-
paign. He is remembered for his  
notable contributions to mathematics, 
mainly in quasi-analytic functions and partial differential 
equations, and for the exceptional care he showed toward 
students, for whom he sometimes made personal efforts 
to ensure that financial considerations would not hinder 
their studies. When his wife Barbara died, she left funds 
to the AMS to create the awards program.

The Award
The AMS Trjitzinsky Awards Program runs in an unusual 
way. There is no application process. Instead, each year 
the Society randomly selects from its pool of institutional 
members several geographically distributed institutions 
to receive the awards. The mathematics departments at 
those institutions in turn present one-time fellowships 
to undergraduates, to help them on the path to careers 
in mathematics. Knowing their students well, the depart-
ments choose as fellowship recipients those for whom the 
award will make a real difference. The brief biographies 
of the Trjitzinsky Awardees, which appear in the Notices 
each year, always make inspiring reading.

The Man
Waldemar Joseph Trjitzinsky was born on March 9, 1901, 
in Rostov-on-Don, Russia. Around the end of World War 
I, he came to the United States and did his undergraduate 
studies at the California Institute of Technology. He then 
went to the University of California, Berkeley, where he re-

ceived his master's degree in 1925 
and his PhD in 1926. His doctoral 
thesis, written under the direction 
of John Hector MacDonald, was 
titled "The Elliptic Cylinder Differ-
ential Equation."

After receiving his PhD, Trjitzin-
sky taught at various institutions, 
including the University of Texas 
at Austin, Valparaiso University, 
Lehigh University, and Northwest-
ern University. During 1930–32, 
he was a National Research Fellow 
at Harvard University, under the 
supervision of G. D. Birkhoff. In 
1934, Trjitzinsky accepted a po-
sition at the University of Illinois, 
where he remained for the rest of 

his professional life.
During 1940–41, he spent a sabbatical at the Institute 

for Advanced Study in Princeton. Later sabbaticals—in 
1952, 1958, and 1962–63—were spent in Paris. Some 
of his work was inspired by that of Arnaud Denjoy, and 
presumably the two were in contact when Trjitzinsky was 
in France. In addition to speaking Russian and English, 
Trjitzinsky was fluent in French. Out of his forty-three 
papers listed in Mathematical Reviews, twelve are written 
in French. Birkhoff was Trjitzinsky's only co-author, and 
the two wrote just one paper together, which appeared 
in 1933.

In the Illinois mathematics department, Trjitzinsky was 
known as “Tridgie.” He is the department's all-time leader 
for the number of doctoral dissertations supervised; he 
had a total of fifty-two PhD students. Among them were 
Richard W. Hamming, known for the error-correcting 
codes that now bear his name, and Richard A. Leibler, 
who for many years directed the Institute for Defense 
Analysis Research and Development Center in Princeton, 
New Jersey.

Ken Fine was one of Trjitzinsky’s last PhD students, 
finishing his degree in 1967. Fine had a thirty-year career 
in industry and was, most recently, president and CEO 
of Vivid Semiconductor. “When I think of Professor Tr-
jitzinsky, two things surpass everything else about him,”  
Fine said. “He loved mathematics—that really was his 
life. And he was just extremely caring.” Fine remembered 
Trjitzinsky as an excellent teacher who, when he saw stu-
dents had trouble following one approach, could easily 
change course and find a different one. As a thesis advisor, 
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he was always accessible and, more than that, enthusiastic 
and excited about his students’ work. “I think he enjoyed 
meeting with me as much as I enjoyed meeting with him,” 
Fine recalled.

At the end of every semester, Trjitzinsky immediately 
decamped to his vacation home in Mattapoisett, Massa-
chusetts, on Cape Cod. A few years after finishing his PhD, 
Fine was working on the East Coast and decided to look 
Trjitzinsky up in Mattapoisett. Fine had no idea where 
Trjitzinsky’s house was, so when he saw a police officer 
he described Trjitzinsky to him. Smiling, the officer said, 
“Oh yes! The mathematician!” and told Fine where to go. 
Answering the door, Trjitzinsky cried in surprise, “Fine! 
It’s you!” Although perfectly presentable in nice trousers, 
a white shirt, and a necktie, he quickly ran back inside to 
put on his jacket. He had been sitting at a desk, working 
on a mathematics paper.

That the AMS Trjitzinsky Awards should focus on 
“needy students” in mathematics does not surprise Fine at 
all. “That would be absolutely right in line with something 
he would do,” he remarked. Fine has himself donated 
funds to the Illinois mathematics department in memory 
of Trjitzinsky. Another PhD student of Trjitzinsky, Bing 
K. Wong, collected funds from Trjitzinsky students to 
support the annual Trjitzinsky Memorial Lectures in the 
department. In addition, Trjitzinsky's widow Barbara made 
a bequest to the Illinois mathematics department, which 
now supports graduate fellowships for needy students in 
mathematics.

A member of the Society for forty-six years, Trjitzinsky 
served on the AMS Council from 1938 to 1940, and he 
delivered two Invited Addresses at Society meetings. He 
retired from the University of Illinois in 1969. His career 
in mathematics and teaching ended with his death on 
December 8, 1973, in Mattapoisett, where he lived after 
his retirement from the University of Illinois.

—Allyn Jackson 

2016 Trjitzinsky Awardees
For the 2016 awards, the AMS chose seven geographi-
cally distributed schools to receive one-time awards of 
US$3,000 each. The mathematics departments at those 
schools then chose students to receive the funds to assist 
them in pursuit of careers in mathematics.

What follows are the names 
of the schools receiving the 2016 
AMS Trjitzinsky Awards, and the 
names and biographical sketches 
of each school's chosen awardee.

Colorado State University at 
Pueblo: Andrew D. Coleman. 
Andrew is from Pueblo, Colorado, 
and is one of the up-and-coming 
math majors at Colorado State 
University—Pueblo. Intrigued by 
calculus, he decided to pursue 
a mathematics degree, and then 
found a love for number theory 

and linear algebra. He looks forward to learning more in 
these areas in particular. Recommended by professors, he 
landed a job in the Math Learning Center (MLC), a campus 
math tutoring room. Working in the MLC has honed his 
math skills and has given him the opportunity to tutor 
students in physics as well. He has now added a minor 
in general engineering and reports that these courses 
are also heightening his physics knowledge, broadening 
his general understanding of the applications of mathe-
matics.

Rutgers University: Terence 
Coelho. Terence is a junior math-
ematics and computer science 
double major at Rutgers Univer-
sity. He held an interest in math-
ematics from a young age, but it 
wasn’t until he immersed himself 
entirely in the subject during his 
first year at college that he real-
ized how much he loved math-
ematics. He then  made his new 
goal attending graduate school 
and pursuing a career in pure 
mathematics. He has done re-

search in combinatorics and is currently working on a 
project in algebra. He also works as freelance math tutor 
and grading assistant.

San Francisco State Univer-
sity: Edwin Garcia. Mathematics 
had always been Edwin’s favorite 
subject since he first learned the 
times tables in Spanish. During 
his senior year in high school, he 
took an AP statistics course and 
enjoyed the method and function-
ality that statistics used to solve 
problems; it became his favorite 
math class. He found learning 
how to properly read data and 
knowing exactly what to do with 
it in order to find out its meaning 

exciting—this is why he decided to major in statistics at 
SFSU. Edwin worked as a tutor for two years at Francisco 
Middle School, located in San Francisco, where he helped 
students struggling in math and any English-learning 

students who spoke Spanish. His 
parents immigrated to the United 
States so that they could have a 
better life but also so their family 
would have all the benefits they 
did not have in Mexico. Edwin 
is excited to make his parents 
proud as their first child to grad-
uate from college.

Texas Christian  University:  
Seth Erik Emblem. Seth is a se- 
nior mathematics-actuarial ,  
economics, and philosophy triple 
major pursuing a BA degree in Andrew D. Coleman
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mathematics-actuarial science and a BS degree in eco-
nomics. Since the beginning of his college career, he has 
been interested in how his three fields of study intertwine 
and how they collectively can solve complex problems in 
the world. He had an actuarial internship over the past 
summer at Texas Farm Bureau Insurance in Waco, Texas. 
He plans on using his degree to pursue employment in 
the actuarial field, but he is also interested in the study 
of happiness as a mathematical, economical, and philo-
sophical concept.

University of North Texas: 
Madison C. Dupont. Madison 
comes from a military family and 
developed a passion for mathe-
matics at an early age. She has 
been active in the math commu-
nity, tutoring over the duration of 
her high school years and, more 
recently, teaching conceptual 
mathematics with Mathnasium 
Learning Centers in her commu-
nity of Allen, Texas. She is a proud 
mother and a motivated student. 
Madison holds a senior status at 

the University of North Texas, where she is a member 
of the Teach North Texas program and is pursuing her 
mathematics bachelor’s degree. She will graduate in De-
cember 2017. Her aspiration for a mathematics degree is 
to reach the young minds of our nation and to promote 
the approachability and the importance of mathematics 
through secondary mathematics education.

University of Tennessee at 
Chattanooga: Breana Kechelle 
Leach. Breana graduated from 
Bolton High School in Memphis, 
Tennessee, in 2012, with the 
intent to study nursing at the 
University of Tennessee at Chat-
tanooga. However, after tutor-
ing mathematics and statistics 
to college students and working 
as a high school teacher’s assis-
tant, she developed an interest 
in teaching these subjects. With 
this in mind, Breana changed her 
major as a college junior to gen-

eral mathematics and intends to earn a master’s degree 
in mathematics and statistics. Overall, her career goal is 
to teach mathematics courses in public city schools and 
introduce the foundations of statistics to inner-city youth 
who may otherwise not have such an opportunity.

Madison C. Dupont

Breana Kechelle 
Leach

Support the Trjitzinsky Awards Program
More information about the AMS Waldemar J.  
Trjitzinsky Memorial Awards program can be found 
at www.ams.org/trjitzinsky. Donations to the 
AMS in support of the Trjitzinsky Awards continue 
to be encouraged and accepted; they allow the AMS 
to fund more deserving undergraduate students who 
are studying mathematics. Information on donating to 
the AMS can be found at www.ams.org/support-ams.

Virginia Commonwealth Uni-
versity: Renee Adonteng. Renee 
is currently a junior at Virginia 
Commonwealth University and a 
mathematical science major with 
two concentrations, in applied 
mathematics and pure mathe-
matics. Growing up, Renee always 
loved math. She feels that math-
ematics is straightforward and 
there’s no way of going around the 
answer: The certainty is refresh-
ing because the answer will never 
change. She is very interested in 

working in risk insurance and would love a career in ac-
tuarial science. Renee would also like to become a college 
professor and also give back to the community and teach 
or tutor children who may be having trouble in math.

 
—From the AMS Trjitzinsky Fund announcement
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