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For Your Information

Departments Coordinate Job 
Offer Deadlines
For the past eighteen years, the American Mathematical 
Society has led the effort to gain broad endorsement for 
the following proposal: 

That mathematics departments and institutes agree 
not to require a response prior to a certain date (usually 
around February 1 of a given year) to an offer of a post-
doctoral position that begins in the fall of that year.

This proposal is linked to an agreement made by the 
National Science Foundation (NSF) that the recipients of 
the NSF Mathematical Sciences Postdoctoral Fellowships 
would be notified of their awards, at the latest, by the 
end of January. 

This agreement ensures that our young colleagues 
entering the postdoctoral job market have as much in-
formation as possible about their options before making 
a decision. It also allows departmental hiring committees 
adequate time to review application files and make in-
formed decisions. From our perspective, this agreement 
has worked well and has made the process more orderly. 
There have been very few negative comments. Last year, 
one hundred seventy-seven (177) mathematical sciences 
departments and four (4) mathematics institutes endorsed 
the agreement.

Therefore we propose that mathematics departments 
again collectively enter into the same agreement for the 
upcoming cycle of recruiting, with the deadline set for 
Monday, January 29, 2018. The NSF’s Division of Math-
ematical Sciences has already agreed that it will complete 
its review of applications by January 19, 2018, at the lat-
est, and that all applicants will be notified electronically 
at that time. 

The American Mathematical Society facilitated the pro-
cess by sending an e-mail message to all doctoral-granting 
mathematics and applied mathematics departments and 
mathematics institutes. The list of departments and in-
stitutes endorsing this agreement was widely announced 
on the AMS website beginning November 1, 2017, and is 
updated weekly until mid-January.

We ask that you view this year’s formal agreement at 
www.ams.org/employment/postdoc-offers.html along 
with this year’s list of adhering departments. 

Important: To streamline this year’s process for all 
involved, we ask that you notify T. Christine Stevens at 
the AMS (Postdoc-deadline@ams.org) if and only if:

(1) your department is not listed and you would like to 
be listed as part of the agreement;
or

(2) your department is listed and you would like to with-
draw from the agreement and be removed from the list. 

Please feel free to e-mail us with questions and con-
cerns. Thank you for consideration of the proposal.

—Catherine A. Roberts 
AMS Executive Director 

T. Christine Stevens 
AMS Associate Executive Director

The EDGE Program Turns 20

The EDGE Program (Enhancing Diversity in Graduate Edu-
cation) will celebrate its twentieth anniversary in 2018. 
Since 1998, the program’s four-week summer session, 
which initially alternated between Bryn Mawr and Spelman 
Colleges, has been held at colleges and universities around 
the country. The current codirectors are Ami Radunskaya 
of Pomona College and Raegan Higgins of Texas Tech 
University. With a mission to prepare a diverse group of 
women students for the academic and cultural demands 
of graduate programs in the mathematical sciences, the 

EDGE@20
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program has hosted 241 students to date, 78 of whom 
have received PhDs. Many more have earned master’s de-
grees, are currently pursuing advanced degrees, or have 
pursued careers in academia, government, industry, K–12 
education, finance, and entrepreneurship. EDGE alumnae 
have received NSF, Fulbright, Alliance, and Congressional 
Fellowships, chaired their departments, become deans, de-
signed outreach programs, started collaborative research 
groups, and made countless positive changes in the world.

In 2013, the nonprofit Sylvia Bozeman and Rhonda 
Hughes EDGE Foundation was established to ensure the 
financial future of the EDGE Program (www.edgefounda-
tion.net). Throughout 2018, a fundraising campaign, 
EDGE@20, as well as special sessions at the Joint Math-
ematics Meetings in San Diego and celebrations around the 
country, will mark the program’s twenty-year milestone.

Visit EDGE at facebook@edge4women or at www.edge-
forwomen.org .

—EDGE Program announcement
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AMERICAN MATHEMATICAL SOCIETY

AMS 
Membership
Surprise someone with the gift of connection 
to the mathematical community. Your
purchase of an AMS Membership supports 
the AMS in its mission to further
mathematical research, scholarship,
professionalism, education, and awareness.
It is a gift that keeps on giving. 

There are three easy steps to make your gift 
membership purchase:

1) Visit www.ams.org/membership/
member-application-18.pdf to download 
the AMS Membership application. 

2) Complete the application for the gift 
recipient. 

3) Mail the completed application with 
payment. Include a simple letter that 
indicates the membership is a gift.

 Mail to:

If you have questions, please contact the 
Sales and Member Services Department at: 
cust-serv@ams.org or 800.321.4267. 

American Mathematical Society
Sales and Member Services Department
201 Charles Street
Providence, RI 02904-2294 USA

Give the 

Gift of
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