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Putting the Auto in Automobile

It may be hard to accept but it’s likely that we’d all be much 
safer in autonomous vehicles driven by computers, not 
humans.  Annually more than 30,000 Americans die in car 
crashes, almost all due to human error.  Autonomous vehicles 
will communicate position and speed to each other and avoid 
potential collisions-without the possibility of dozing off or 
road rage. There are still many legal (and insurance) issues 
to resolve, but researchers who are revving up the develop-
ment of autonomous vehicles are relying on geometry for 
recognizing and tracking objects, probability to assess risk, and 

logic to prove 
that systems 
will perform as 
required.

The Mathematical Moments program promotes  
appreciation and understanding of the role mathematics  
plays in science, nature, technology, and human culture.
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