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Re: Case of Tuna Altinel 
 
Your Honors, 
 
The Committee on the Human Rights of Mathematicians of the American Mathematical Society 
writes to you concerning the case of Professor Dr. Tuna Altinel (University Lyon-1, France), now 
on appeal before your court, to request information regarding the status and judicial calendar of 
this procedure. 
 
Founded in 1888, the AMS is dedicated to advancing mathematical research and connecting the 
diverse global mathematical community through our publications, meetings and conferences, 
Math-SciNet, professional services, advocacy, and awareness programs. The AMS has 30,000 
individual members worldwide and supports mathematical scientists at every career stage. 
 
The AMS has followed and reported on this case since its inception more than one year ago, 
sending an observer to the hearings held in Balkesir. At the third hearing Dr. Altinel was acquitted 
on all charges. The prosecutor has filed the appeal presently before your tribunal, and pending its 
final resolution Dr. Altinel’s freedom of travel has still not been restored by the passport 
authorities, apparently on the grounds that the decision is not final until reviewed by your court. 
Thus he is unable to carry out his professional duties at the University Lyon-1 (France), where he 
is employed. We would be grateful if you could inform us of the status and calendar for resolution 
of this matter. Dr. Altinel is a respected, productive, and valued researcher and teacher. We hope 
that he will shortly be able to exercise his right to travel freely, and to resume his professional 
activities. 
 
For the AMS Committee on Human Rights of Mathematicians, 
 
Sincerely, 

 
lya Kapovich 
Dr., Professor 
Chair of the AMS Committee on the Human Rights of Mathematicians 


