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Thistlethwaite showed that the Jones polynomial is a state sum over spanning trees of the Tait graph, obtained by

checkerboard coloring a knot diagram. We show that there exists a complex generated by these spanning trees whose

homology is the reduced Khovanov homology. In fact, the spanning tree complex can be obtained from Khovanov’s

reduced complex by elementary collapse operations. For alternating knots, this complex is the simplest possible because

all boundary maps are zero.
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