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An algorithm is described for constructing knotted ribbons with polygonal boundaries. These constructions give improved

upper bounds for the stick number of T2,q torus links. It is shown that minimal stick representatives of T2,q neccessarily

writhe in the sense that they do not admit minimal crossing projections. The notion of minimal stick crossing number is

defined, and the question of when minimal stick crossing number differs from the crossing number is discussed. General-

izations of the above construction yield the stick number for Tp,q torus links for 2p < q ≤ 3p, extending Jin’s results for

the p < q ≤ 2p case. (Received August 18, 2004)
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