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James Joseph Sylvester, the flamboyant, nineteenth-century, Anglo-Jewish mathematician, is best remembered today as

one of the founders of invariant theory, as an early contributor to the theory of algebras, and as a combinatorialist. His

mathematical research took place, however, in the context of Victorian Britain (and from 1876 to 1883, in what one

might call Victorian America), and his ability to do that research was profoundly affected by Victorian attitudes toward

Judaism. This talk will explore not only Sylvester’s sense of his Jewish identity but also the role his Jewishness played

throughout the course of his long career. (Received February 02, 2005)
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