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91711. Heegaard splittings and connected sums.

We sketch a proof that the connected sum of unstabilized Heegaard splittings is unstabilized, and that connected sums

of pairs of non-isotopic Heegaard splittings are non-isotopic. The former assertion resolves a conjecture of Gordon when

the component manifolds are irreducible. (Received January 12, 2005)
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