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We introduce new quantum invariants for links in 7% x I, analogous to the colored Jones polynomial of links in S®. Our
interest in these invariants stems from the volume conjecture of Kashaev, Murakami, and Murakami—for at least one
link in the thickened torus, the asymptotic growth of our invariants can be shown to give the hyperbolic volume of the
complement in a way much like the conjecture predicts for the colored Jones polynomial. (Received August 10, 2020)



