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Preface 

This volum e collect s th e lecture s give n a t th e 199 5 Annua l Semina r o f th e 
Canadian Mathematica l Societ y devote d t o Partia l Differentia l Equation s an d it s 
Applications, an d hoste d b y th e Universit y o f Toronto durin g th e unusuall y war m 
days o f June 12-23 , 1995 . 

The conference consiste d of a combination o f minicourses, invited presentation s 
and contribute d talks . Thi s volum e i s a n attemp t t o creat e a  historica l recor d 
of tha t event , b y includin g contribution s o n a  variet y o f topic s relate d t o PD E 
such as spectral asymptotics , harmonic analysis , differential operator s in hyperboli c 
manifolds, application s t o geometry , mathematica l physics , hydrodynamic s an d 
interaction betwee n theor y an d numerica l method s i n PDE . 

The conferenc e attracte d a  larg e numbe r o f mathematician s an d students , a s 
well as scientists in Physics and related disciplines , al l of whom contributed t o mak e 
this mathematica l gatherin g int o a  memorabl e scientifi c experience . 

We ar e gratefu l t o th e Canadia n Mathematica l Society , th e Nationa l Scienc e 
and Engineerin g Researc h Counci l o f Canada , th e Field s Institut e fo r Researc h i n 
Mathematical Sciences , th e Centr e d e recherche s mathematique s an d th e Mathe -
matics Departmen t a t th e Universit y o f Toronto fo r thei r financia l an d administra -
tive support , an d fo r th e publicatio n o f these proceedings . 

We wis h t o expres s ou r specia l thank s t o th e lecturer s fo r thei r stimulatin g 
presentations an d t o al l th e participant s wh o contribute d t o th e succes s o f th e 
meeting. 
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