
In contrast with specifying your own commands
for detailed spacing and fonts, a good portabili-
ty practice is to create shorthands for frequent
but cumbersome bits of code. For instance, in
Figure 1 the random variables are not entered as
\mathbf{X} but rather as \rv{X}, where \rv has
been defined appropriately.

The fourth point is to be careful with graphics.
Use standard programs and packages to create
and include them. Find out what formats your
publisher prefers for including graphics. (The AMS
usually wants EPS files.) Be cautious about rescaling
the size of the graphic via LATEX commands since
this can blur differences in line thicknesses.

And, the fifth point, if you are writing a book
then decide at the beginning whether you will have
an index. If so, then use LATEX’s indexing commands
right from the start. Indexing is a painstaking job.
If you do it as you compose the work then it is
less tedious and the result will probably be more
comprehensive.

Finally, you may find useful the AMS’s list of
frequently asked questions for authors: http://
www.ams.org/authors/author-faq.html.

Closing
Despite its age—ancient in computer years—but
because of its capabilities, TEX remains a standard.
This includes publication platforms that didn’t
exist when TEX was written, such as the online
preprint archive arXiv.

In recent years TEX has evolved rapidly, driven
by the emergence of clear standards and by the
effort of a development community that conscious-
ly keeps users in mind. The worldwide TEX user
groups provide a framework and sponsorship for
the activities.

We hope that you will find that taking advan-
tage of these innovations helps you to be more
productive.
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