
“This is wonderful.... It will be read by thousands for many years to come,” wrote one editor upon seeing Neil Sloane’s article The 
On-Line Encyclopedia of Integer Sequences. The sequences and related unsolved problems are fascinating. This article alone will 
so stimulate your hunger for math that you will want to register immediately for the January 2019 Joint Mathematics Meetings in 
Baltimore. Meanwhile, you can enjoy the lecture samplers herein for this month’s Western Sectional at San Francisco State. We’ve 
also got an interview with Juan Meza, the new director for the Division of Mathematical Sciences at the National Science Foundation.

 —Frank Morgan, Editor-in-Chief
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This biography is a revealing portrait of a fascinat-
ing personality and a titan of twentieth-century 
mathematics, Hassler Whitney. Whitney is prob-
ably best known for introducing the grandfather 
of today’s innumerable embedding theorems—
his strong embedding theorem stating that any 
smooth manifold can be smoothly embedded in a 
Euclidean space of twice the manifold’s dimension. 
This in turn led to several standard techniques 
used every day in algebraic topology. Whitney 
also established the fundamentals of graph the-
ory, the four-color problem, matroids, extending 
smooth functions, and singularities of smooth 
functions. He almost never used complicated tech-
nical machinery, so most of his work is accessible 
to a general reader with a modest mathematical 
background.
Spectrum, Volume 93; 2018; approximately 381 pages; Softcover; 
ISBN: 978-1-4704-4828-8; List US$60; AMS Individual member 
US$45; MAA members US$45; Order code SPEC/93

This title is now available for pre-order at
bookstore.ams.org/spec-93

AMS / MAA Press

NEVER A DULL MOMENT
HASSLER WHITNEY, MATHEMATICS PIONEER
Keith Kendig, Cleveland State University, OH

EDITOR'S NOTE.

Jean-Pierre Bourguignon 
kindly sent us this color ver-
sion of a photo we ran in “Ad 
Honorem Claire Voisin” in 
the April 2018 Notices. The 
photo was taken at the con-
ference at IHÉS for his 60th 
birthday by Jean-François 
Dars.
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