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Akshay Venkatesh agreed that “we're not in this for the 
prize”and wished he could share it. Gauss prize winner 
David Donoho said he had a different perspective having 
received an award for his whole career: “Solving a problem 
is a short-lived joy, not equal to the satisfaction of seeing 
your ideas grow up and have a large impact.”

I asked Daskalakis afterwards whether they really had in-
scribed his name on the edge of his medal, and he showed 
us that they had done so in Greek, at his request.
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Notes from my First Press Conference, 
at ICM 2018

Frank Morgan

As Editor-in-Chief of Notices, I got to attend my first press 
conference at the 2018 International Congress of Mathe-
maticians. Fields Medalist Alessio Figalli was asked how 
his advisor Cedric Villani reacted when he told him the 
news of his win. Villani is himself a Fields Medalist and 
now also an elected member of the French Parliament. 
Figalli responded something like this:
 
“We are not allowed to share the news, but there are some 
exceptions. Now that Villani is a member of Parliament, it 
sometimes takes him days to respond to email messages. 
I sent him an email message requesting a phone number. 
He responded within an hour. He must have known that 
something was up. When I called, he was very happy to 
hear the news.”
 
When I talked to Villani later, he verified the story and 
added: 

“When Alessio called, I was sitting on the floor of Parlia-
ment and had to excuse myself to take the call.”

I put forward a question to all the prize winners about the 
moment when they realized they had solved a problem. 
Figalli said he got a key idea one night at 1 am after going 
out for beers with friends.

Another reporter asked for a comparison of the joy of 
winning a prize with the joy of doing math. Figalli said the 
prize is a “peculiar joy, great, but something you cannot 
share.” Constantinos Daskalakis, winner of the Nevanlinna 
Prize, said that recognition is a nice honor, but that finding 
truth after great struggle is a unique joy. Fields Medalist 

From his trip to the 2018 International Congress of Mathematicians (ICM) in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Notices Edi-
tor-in-Chief Frank Morgan offers a firsthand account of the ICM prizewinners' press conference featuring Fields 
Medal winners Akshay Venkatesh, Alessio Figalli, and Peter Scholze, along with Gauss prize winner David Donoho, 
Chern medal winner Masaki Kashiwara, and Nevanlinna Prize winner Constantinos Daskalakis. 

Chair Marcelo Viana features awardees at the ICM 
2018 closing ceremony. 


