A WORD FROM...
Richard Schoen, AMS Vice President

Dear Members of the American Mathematical Society,
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It has been three years since my election as AMS Vice President, and my term is now ending.
I was honored three years ago to win an election with a voting population as diverse as
that of the AMS membership. I have been an AMS member since I was a graduate student
in the early 1970s, and I have served on a number of AMS committees and attended many
AMS meetings over the years. Being a VP has given me the opportunity to see the AMS in
operation and to appreciate more of what it does. Since my term is now over I can pretend
to be an expert and offer some reflections on the Society and the profession.
Perhaps the main thing that I came to appreciate about the AMS is the importance and
efficiency of the full-time staff in Providence. They are the people who make sure things
get done and that the budgets are balanced. As VP, I was a member of the Council and in
a supporting role to the President who had primary responsibility to represent the Society.
Overall, being VP was a very enjoyable and informative job for me.
Like many mathematicians I spent the first 25 years of my career immersed in my research and teaching without
much retrospection. Now that I am more senior I can look back over the profession and how it has evolved in the
past 40 years. On the positive side, I believe that today’s finishing PhDs who go into academia are far more prepared
for their teaching duties than we were in the past. Also on the positive side there are now many more careers that
are available to a mathematics PhD than there were in the early 1970s when I was a PhD student. In those days
if you did not get an academic job you ended up doing something that did not use your mathematical training
and skills. Now, in addition to academics, there are industries such as the financial industry and the computer
and internet industries that employ highly trained mathematicians. This is a good thing for the discipline and for
our students. It is also an indication that mathematics is a less isolated discipline than it was in the past. On the
other hand, there is a difference between developing new mathematics and applying mathematical techniques
in an application area. There is a danger that only the latter will be rewarded and that mathematics will become
a service discipline. I think it is important that mathematics departments dictate the standard for the field and
maintain high standards in both pure and applied fields.
These are a few of my thoughts and concerns at the end of my term as VP. It has been my pleasure to serve as
an AMS Vice President for these past three years, and I am grateful for having had the opportunity to do it.
Sincerely Yours,
Richard Schoen
Excellence in Teaching Chair of Mathematics, UC, Irvine
Outgoing Vice President of the American Mathematical Society
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