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3) asking lots of questions (we say ‘the right answer is the 
next question’).

On the first day of camp, we organized activities to support 
discussion of each of these ideas, and continued those 
discussions throughout the week.

Over our four years of running this camp, we have 
learned how to take a dream, formulate it into a concrete 
idea, bring it to life, and grow an organization. SIM Camp 
is an example of the positive impact graduate students can 
have on their home institutions and community. As we 
move into the next phases of our professional careers, we 
encourage other graduate students to pursue opportunities 
for mathematical community involvement. 

Think about starting math outreach activities for kids in 
your area! This is really all you need to start:

•• a goal and target age group/demographic (i.e., driv-
ing-distance, girls, underrepresented minorities)

•• dates and facilities (rooms on campus, etc.)
•• a way to recruit campers, such as an email to teachers 

or parent groups
•• lesson plans and someone to run activities, such as other 

graduate students or postdocs
•• university policies for minors on campus
•• registration forms and possibly application forms
•• if using an application, a way to decide which students 

come

Good luck and have fun!

Campers learn about partitions from undergraduate 
assistant instructor Wendy Vergara, Summer 2017.


