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FROM THE AMS SECRETARY

Our American Mathematical Society is the professional 
home for thousands of mathematicians around the world. 
Since our founding in 1888, the two major activities of 
the AMS continue to be publications and meetings. We 
advance mathematics in other ways, too, such as through 
prizes and awards. We support our profession through 
many programs, as well as through government relations, 
membership benefits, your philanthropy, and public out-
reach. The articulation of our mission continuously evolves 
over time to reflect the priorities of the communities we 
serve and represent. This report contains information for 
our members about AMS activities in 2018; it is based on a 
report that was presented and discussed at the spring 2019 
meetings of the Council and Board of Trustees.

The AMS is in Excellent Financial Health
Our financial statements are available in the annual “Report 
of the Treasurer” that appears in the Notices of the AMS 
(see https://www.ams.org/about-us/annual-reports 
/annual-reports). With close oversight by the Board 
of Trustees and input from volunteer committees such as 
Investment, Audit and Risk, and Long Range Planning,  
employees work hard to conduct the work of our Society 
within a balanced budget and with a view to the future. 
We make many choices each year in support of these goals. 
Moreover, we are midway through an ambitious five-year 
Strategic Plan designed to focus our efforts and further 
secure our long-term future.

Did you know that our largest sources of revenue come 
from library subscriptions to MathSciNet® and AMS jour-
nals, as well as from sales of the books we publish? Our 
2017 purchase of the Mathematical Association of Ameri-
ca’s MAA Press book program is now incorporated into our 
own acquisitions, production, sales, printing, and distribu-
tion systems. Consequently, we expect to publish around 
one hundred new books annually. Other sources of revenue 
include membership dues, external grants, meeting regis-
tration fees, and income from Mathjobs.org. Our carefully 
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At our Providence, Rhode Island headquarters, we pro-
duce, market, and sell books and journals. We run a wide 
variety of AMS programs (outreach, travel grants, employ-
ment services, membership, meetings, development, data 
collection, and the AMS website) and support other policy 
committees of the Council (Committee on the Profession, 
Committee on Meetings and Conferences, Committee on 
Publications). The finance, development, human resources, 
and computer services departments reside in Providence. 
The computer services team maintains our computing 
systems, creates in-house tools to run our programs and 
activities, creates and maintains www.ams.org, and devel-
ops innovative products such as MathViewer and Open 
Math Notes. Nearby Pawtucket, RI is home to our Printing 
and Distribution Center, which handles nearly all of our 
Society’s needs in this regard, including journals, books, 
posters, and promotional material.

The Office of the Secretary currently resides in the De-
partment of Computer Science at North Carolina State 
University in Raleigh. There, our AMS Secretary works with 
a small staff to coordinate and support the work of the 
Council, the Secretariat, and the entire committee structure.

How was 2018 for the AMS? 
It was, in many ways, a year of changes. Some had to do 
with people. Searches are underway for a new AMS Secretary 
and a new AMS Treasurer, who will both start in 2021. The 
early edge of an anticipated large wave of staff retirements 
also washed ashore. For example, longtime employee Bar-
bara Beeton retired after fifty-six years of dedicated service. 
Searches initiated last year led to recent hires of four new 
editors at Mathematical Reviews in Ann Arbor, a new Direc-
tor of Education in DC, and several other staff. While the 
loss of experienced staff is always challenging, we aim to 
leverage this employee turnover to progress towards more 
modern workflows.

Other 2018 changes related to projects. Many of these are 
associated with our five-year Strategic Plan, which is now 
halfway through its implementation. The Plan focuses on 
diversity and inclusion; advocacy, awareness, and visibility; 
membership; portfolio coherence; and research and pub-
lishing. The Strategic Plan is further detailed in the 2017 
State of the AMS report and other communications. In 
early 2018, you were introduced to the new AMS logo. We 
are working to increase awareness about all that we do at 
the AMS to advance research and create connections. The 
very active Campaign for the Next Generation volunteer 
committee continues to raise the remaining dollars needed 
to meet our goal of $1.5 million, which is being matched 
dollar-for-dollar by a generous benefactor. These funds will 
provide many small grants to early-career mathematicians 
to address the particular needs of this cohort. And then, 
there were a few unanticipated projects, such as a burst 

managed investments provide additional operating income 
and also endow many AMS awards and prizes. Although 
our investments lost 5.1% in 2018, we had already more 
than recovered during the first quarter of 2019. We are also 
fortunate to receive generous philanthropic donations from 
members and friends, which come to us in many forms 
such as cash gifts and bequests. In 2018, the quiet phase 
of fundraising for our new Fund for the Next Generation 
took place. Generous donors pledged about 80% toward 
a $1.5 million goal to meet a challenge from a benefactor 
who has pledged up to $1.5 million in matching funds. 

What about our expenses? The AMS employs about 200 
people, which is our largest expenditure. Our talented staff 
join forces with dedicated volunteers to ensure the work 
of our Society is executed responsibly. Our income-gen-
erating activities support some of our important work in 
government relations, diversity, education, and outreach. 
Another major expense is meetings. Since our meetings 
registration fees are intentionally kept low to promote 
accessibility, we use other income to help run meetings. A 
third major expense is our member journals, Notices of the 
AMS and Bulletin of the AMS. We seek outside funding for 
some projects; for example, we receive NSF funding for our 
Mathematics Research Communities, which covers most 
of the costs. Other expenses include a growing number of 
membership activities, such as our Graduate Student Chap-
ters, as well as outreach activities to increase awareness of 
mathematics and the work of our profession.

Where do we Conduct the Work of the AMS? 
AMS headquarters are in Rhode Island. The AMS has 
satellite offices in Michigan, Washington DC, and North 
Carolina.

Our Society has a small Office of Government Relations 
in Washington DC, which advocates for research funding 
for mathematics and for national policies supporting 
mathematics and graduate education. Staff in Washington 
support two policy committees of the Council (Committee 
on Education and Committee on Science Policy). They 
also help place mathematicians on key policy panels, host 
Congressional briefings, and cooperate effectively with 
other scientific organizations. 

In Ann Arbor, Michigan we create and maintain Math-
SciNet® and its database Mathematical Reviews. This work 
is conducted with editorial oversight from the volunteer 
Mathematical Reviews Editorial Committee and the tre-
mendous help of around 22,000 reviewers. Eighteen PhD 
mathematicians serve as editors for Mathematical Reviews, 
while other staff support the editing, bibliographic, and 
technical aspects of keeping this authoritative gateway to 
the scholarly literature accurate, up-to-date, and relevant. 
An IT department in Ann Arbor helps keep everything run-
ning smoothly so MathSciNet® is available to researchers 
across the globe.
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 • We integrated MAA Press books into the AMS 
Book Program, with the goal of creating a com-
prehensive and unified book program to serve 
potential readers at all levels. We plan to ultimately 
introduce an electronic backlist of the MAA Press 
collection.

 • AMS MathViewer—an online, interactive, du-
al-panel reading experience for AMS journals—was 
expanded to include Mathematics of Computation.

 • The AMS Board of Trustees approved a plan to 
eliminate the backlog of Transactions of the AMS 
by publishing a double-volume of this journal 
in 2019.

 • We progressed the redesign of our website ams.org. 
New versions of the homepage and Government Re-
lations and Giving to the AMS sections were released.

 • The Notices of the AMS website was enhanced to 
support fresh types of content introduced by the 
new Editor in Chief, Erica Flapan. Notices content 
can now be syndicated to appear on other areas 
of our website.

 • Mathematical Reviews added over 129,000 new 
items to the database behind MathSciNet®, plus 
more than 40,000 new author profiles.

 • MathSciNet® itself continued to evolve, with en-
hancements such as auto-suggest for author and 
journal searches and faceted search.

 • We saw the number of graduate student AMS mem-
bers increase for the fourth year in a row, and in 
2018 we saw an increase in the number of regular 
members for the first time in at least eight years. 
Although our total membership numbers contin-
ued to decline (as is being experienced across all 
professional societies, so this is not unique to the 
AMS), numbers decreased at a slower rate than in 
previous years.

 • Our Headlines & Deadlines electronic newsletter 
was upgraded and is now sent to AMS members 
twice monthly.

 • The Mathematics Research Communities moved 
to Rhode Island. We involved more AMS staff in 
this important professional development activity 
for early-career mathematicians.

 • We served the needs of more early-career math-
ematicians through our Mathematics Research 
Communities, blogs (including our newest “Math 
Mamas”), AMS Graduate Student Travel Grants, 
and the AMS Simons Travel Grants. Our annual 
Congressional Fellow and Mass Media Fellow pro-
grams continued. We recently began participating 
in the Science and Technology Policy Fellowships 
for PhD data scientists and the Catalyzing Advo-
cacy in Science and Engineering Workshop for 
graduate students. 

pipe that led us to renovate the kitchen and cafeteria in 
Providence.

I would like to mention some additional highlights 
from 2018.

 • Our Society ended the year with a 3% increase over 
budget for our operating revenue. Our sales of AMS 
electronic book backlists and MathSciNet® sub-
scriptions exceeded expectations, although sales of 
MAA Press books did not meet budget (we were a 
bit too optimistic about how quickly we would be 
ready to begin selling these books). Our operating 
expenses were lower than budgeted, mainly due to 
some staff positions left unfilled and our shift to 
a high-deductible insurance plan for employees.

 • Our investments lost 5.1% in 2018. Fortunately, 
we quickly recovered from those losses in the first 
quarter of the new year.

 • We completed the first year of providing manage-
ment services to the Association for Women in 
Mathematics. We are pleased to continue working 
together.

 • We began looking for new office space in both 
Ann Arbor, MI and Washington DC. Our current 
arrangements will not be able to serve our needs 
going forward.

 • We replaced a roof and a HVAC unit in Rhode 
Island buildings. Such facilities projects over the 
years have cut our electricity use in half since 2007.

 • We made multiple privacy and security enhance-
ments. You may have noticed the Combined Mem-
bership List is gone, and the AMS Member Directory 
is now behind a secure login.

 • You can now make recurring donations to the AMS 
with a credit card.

 • We continue to see an increase in donations to 
the AMS, particularly in light of the Campaign for 
the Next Generation. Bequests continue to play an 
important role in our financial security.

 • Our US and EU sales of books increased in 2018, 
although sales in Asia declined. Sales of individ-
ual books declined, yet our sales of AMS e-book 
backlist collections grew. The AMS book series 
Contemporary Mathematics proved particularly suc-
cessful, as did Graduate Studies in Mathematics and 
Mathematical Surveys and Monographs.

 • Two AMS books won 2018 Prose Awards: Har-
monic Maass Forms and Mock Modular Forms: Theory 
and Applications by Kathrin Bringmann, Amanda 
Folsom, Ken Ono, and Larry Rolen won the 
Mathematics Category and An Illustrated Theory of 
Numbers by Martin H. Weissman won honorable 
mention in the same category.

 • We developed a plan to publish more books in 
applied mathematics.
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plan to shift their energies toward their summer MathFest 
meeting, and thus they intend to reduce the content they 
currently organize at the JMM. As you can imagine, there 
are many discussions going on as we begin to plan and 
re-imagine what the JMM will look like three years from 
now. Several mathematical groups and organizations are 
stepping forward with offers to help.

We remain in the input-gathering and idea-generation 
stage and invite you to submit your thoughts at https://
www.ams.org/jmm-reimagined. To help communicate 
our intention to offer a large and valuable mathematics 
meeting each January, both the Council and the Board of 
Trustees recently endorsed the following statement:

The Joint Mathematics Meetings will strive to 
represent the full spectrum of interests of the math-
ematical community.

A new Joint Meetings Planning Committee has been 
formed to help us move forward. Information will be 
available on our meetings website. A new page at https://
www.ams.org/meetings provides a mechanism where you 
can propose sessions, panels, meetings, and other events 
for future JMMs. Working together, we can ensure that 
this vibrant and important gathering of mathematicians 
continues to represent all of our interests.

In Closing
When I reflect back on 2018 and my three years with the 
AMS, the impact of all we do to advance research and create 
connections in our community resonates deeply. Serving 
you as AMS Executive Director is something I truly value. 
I am fortunate to see all this great work of our Society up 
close, and it is impressive. I recall years ago at a JMM, after 
a brief and friendly exchange with then AMS Executive 
Director John Ewing, thinking to myself that he had an 
interesting, challenging, and impactful job. I am so grate-
ful to all of you for your contributions to this important 
work we are doing together. The success of the AMS is the 
result of thousands of dedicated people—staff, volunteers, 
members, and friends. We could not do it without you!

Catherine A. Roberts
Executive Director

May 2019

 • We are actively developing plans to enhance aware-
ness of and opportunities for careers in business, 
industry, government, and nonprofits.

 • Our Congressional lunch briefings on Capitol Hill 
are now joint with the Mathematical Sciences Re-
search Institute, and they occurred twice last year.

 • We increased our involvement with the National 
Academies, the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, and the White House’s 
Office of Science and Technology Policy.

 • We redesigned the annual meeting of the Commit-
tee on Education to include a one-day mini-con-
ference. The 2018 conference focused on “Next 
steps in the evolution of mathematics education: 
moving beyond pilots.” 

 • The Department Chairs’ Workshop at the Joint 
Mathematics Meetings attracted seventy people (a 
43% increase over the previous two years). 

 • Many conversations took place about diversity, 
inclusion, and equity issues in our community. 
These discussions will help inform our next best 
steps forward in this arena.

Two important things happened in early 2019 that I’d 
like to mention here, rather than wait until next year’s 
annual report. You may be familiar with MathJax, a cross-
browser open-source library that displays mathematical 
notation in web browsers. This innovative project has been 
co-managed by the AMS and SIAM for over a decade. This 
now-mature initiative recently graduated to join NumFO-
CUS, an independent and professional home for projects 
in the open-source scientific data stack. I think this is a 
terrific example of how professional societies can support 
and initiate new products to benefit the entire scientific 
community.

Next, the AMS is an inaugural member of a new coalition 
of 100+ scientific societies called the Societies Consortium 
on Sexual Harassment in STEMM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Mathematics, and Medicine). This consortium 
will advance professional and ethical conduct, climate, and 
culture across our respective fields. Professional societies 
have a unique responsibility as standard-setters for STEMM 
fields in addressing the pervasive problem of sexual and 
gender harassment. Initial work will focus on model poli-
cies and procedures for society honors and awards, which 
will be overseen by the new Prize Oversight Committee.

Future of the Joint Mathematics Meetings
As many of you know, under a 1998 agreement the AMS 
and the MAA co-manage the Joint Mathematics Meetings 
(JMM). Starting with the January 2022 meetings, the AMS 
will become solely responsible for all management (se-
lecting and working with the site location, gathering and 
evaluating proposals and abstracts, assembling the pro-
gram, running the meeting). The MAA also announced a 


