FROM THE AMS SECRETARY

2020 Joint Policy Board
for Mathematics
Communications Award
Christopher Budd and James Tanton were awarded 2020 Joint Policy Board for Mathematics Communications Awards
at the Joint Mathematics Meetings in Denver, Colorado, in January 2020.
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Christopher Budd

The 2020 JPBM Communi cations Award is presented to
Christopher Budd, OBE, for
his passionate popularization
of mathematics.
Through his positions at
Gresham College, the Royal
Institution of Great Britain, and
the Institute of Mathematics
and its Applications, his books,
and his work with science festivals and schools, he inspires
audiences of all ages.

Biographical Sketch: Christopher Budd
Christopher Budd obtained his degree in mathematics at
the University of Cambridge in 1982 where he was Senior
Wrangler, graduating top in his year. He then moved to the
University of Oxford, where he obtained his PhD. He stayed
at Oxford as the CEGB Fellow in Numerical Analysis before
moving to the University of Bristol in 1989. He then moved
to his present position as professor of applied mathematics
at the University of Bath in 1995, where he is also the deputy director of the Institute for Mathematical Innovation.
His career has centered on applying mathematics to problems in the real world, with a particular passion for working
on problems coming from industry. He has worked in problems as diverse as microwave cooking, weather forecasting
and climate change, electrical power generation, food manufacture, medical imaging, laser dynamics, and saving the
whales. He has also applied mathematics to analyze (and
create) folk dances and Celtic knot patterns. He is also a
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passionate communicator of mathematics. Since 2000 he
has been professor of mathematics at the Royal Institution
in London, where he helps to coordinate the mathematics
master class program for young people. This includes giving
regular talks and workshops to schools, both on his own
or with his students. He is the current Gresham Professor
of Geometry (the longest established chair of maths in the
United Kingdom) and delivers regular public lectures in
this role, which he repeats all over the world. He founded,
and continues to direct, the award-winning Bath Taps into
Science Festival. Not only does this showcase maths and
science to thousands of young and older people, it also acts
as a vital means of training undergraduate students to be
the maths communicators of the future. Indeed, he runs a
module called Communicating Maths which trains many
such students each year. He has also served as the education
officer of the London Mathematical Society and the vice
president for communication of the Institute of Mathematics and its Applications. Until recently he was chair of the
United Kingdom Mathematics Trust, and was an organizer
of the 2019 International Mathematics Olympiad at Bath.
He has written many academic papers, books, and popular
articles, including a regular series of Internet articles for the
Plus Maths magazine. He is married, with a son, a daughter,
and two dogs, and they like nothing better than going for
long walks together in the mountains.

Response from Christopher Budd
I am very greatly honored to receive the Communications
Award from the JPBM. As an applied mathematician, I
love both doing maths and applying maths to the real
world. But I think that it is equally important that we, as a
community, communicate maths as widely as we possibly
can. Mathematics plays a role in everyone’s lives in many

Notices of the American Mathematical Society

573

FROM THE AMS SECRETARY
ways, and with the growth of the Internet, Big Data, and
the increasing use of algorithms, its importance is going
to expand without measure. It is truly the case that our
modern technology is very much a mathematical technology, whether this is the Smart Phone, the Driverless Car,
or a medical scanner. Our future relies on equipping the
next generation with mathematical tools and motivating
them to appreciate, understand, and use them. For my
whole career I have been passionate about doing this, both
showing as many people as I can the power of mathematics
and also demonstrating (by getting them involved) that
actually doing maths can be a lot of fun. I think strongly
that everyone can enjoy maths if given the right motivation.
I try to achieve this by starting from a real-life application
(such as how to cure cancer), demonstrating the way that
maths gets involved and makes a difference, and finally
giving them a chance to do some of the maths themselves.
Communicating maths is very much a team effort, and it
is a pleasure to acknowledge the many wonderful maths
communicators that I have worked with over the years,
and especially all of my Communicating Maths students,
who I hope, and expect, will be the maths communicators
of the future. It is a special pleasure to me that one of the
supporters of this award is SIAM. I am a great admirer of
SIAM and regularly attend its conferences and publish in its
journals. It is a wonderful organization, and I am honored
that they acknowledge my work in communicating maths
with this amazing prize.

Citation: James Tanton
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The 2020 JPBM Communications Award is presented to
James Tanton for global leadership in high school mathematics instruction. Through his
“G’Day Math!” online courses,
MAA Curriculum Inspirations,
numerous textbooks, and the
Global Math Project, he is inspiring millions to learn, and
teach, math in wonderful new
ways.

Biographical Sketch: James Tanton
James Tanton (PhD, Princeton University, 1994, mathematics) is an author, a consultant, and an ambassador for the
Mathematical Association of America, currently serving as
their Mathematician-at-Large. He has taught mathematics
both at university and high school institutions. James is
absolutely committed to promoting effective and joyful
mathematics thinking, learning, and doing at all levels of
the education spectrum.

Response from James Tanton
Thank you, members and friends of the Joint Policy Board
for Mathematics, for this terrific honor. We each, as teachers, doers, lovers, writers, sharers, thinkers, and creators
of mathematics, are part of a stunning global community
united by the unbridled awe our beautiful subject can bring.
Let’s together help one and all on this planet, child and
adult, personally experience the soaring joy, the human
connection, and the uplifting wonder genuine mathematics
offers!

About the Prize
The JPBM Communications Award is presented annually
to reward and encourage journalists and other communicators who, on a sustained basis, bring mathematical ideas
and information to nonmathematical audiences. JPBM
represents the American Mathematical Society, the American Statistical Association, the Mathematical Association
of America, and the Society for Industrial and Applied
Mathematics. Each award carries a cash prize of US$2,000.
A list of the past recipients of the JPBM Communications
Award can be found at https://www.ams.org/prizes
-awards/pabrowse.cgi?parent_id=20.
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