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Community Updates
2020 Trjitzinsky Awards
The AMS has made awards to eight undergraduate students
through the Waldemar J. Trjitzinsky Memorial Fund. The
fund is made possible by a bequest from the estate of
Waldemar J., Barbara G., and Juliette Trjitzinsky. The will
of Barbara Trjitzinsky stipulates that the income from the
bequest should be used to establish a fund in honor of
the memory of her husband to assist needy students in
mathematics.
For the 2020 awards, the AMS chose eight geographically
distributed schools to receive one-time awards of US$3,000
each. The mathematics departments at those schools then
chose students to receive the funds to assist them in pursuit
of careers in mathematics. The schools are selected in a random drawing from the pool of AMS institutional members.
Waldemar J. Trjitzinsky was born in Russia in 1901 and
received his doctorate from the University of California,
Berkeley, in 1926. He taught at a number of institutions
before taking a position at the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, where he remained for the rest of his
professional life. He showed particular concern for students
of mathematics and in some cases made personal efforts
to ensure that financial considerations would not hinder
their studies. Trjitzinsky was the author of about sixty
mathematics papers, primarily on quasi-analytic functions
and partial differential equations. A member of the AMS
for forty-six years, he died in 1973.
Following are the names of the selected schools for 2020,
the names of the students receiving the awards, and brief
biographical sketches of the students.
Southeast Missouri State University: Cheyenne Kara Hendershott is
a senior applied mathematics major
at Southeast Missouri State University. She has always had a love for
mathematics, and this love was cultivated primarily in high school and
college. After taking precalculus and
AP calculus in high school, she was
convinced that math was very enjoyCheyenne Kara
able and desired for that to be a skill
Hendershott
she used in the future. She began college as a mechanical engineering major because it utilized
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math as its foundation, but after taking several math and
engineering classes, she realized that the math classes were
the ones she truly enjoyed. This led to the easy decision to
change to a math major, where she is happily exploring the
world of mathematics.
Howard University: Christina
Alexandria McBean is a senior physics and mathematics double major
from Spanish Town, Jamaica. She has
always loved working with numbers
and learning the different principles and theorems of mathematics.
However, when she was introduced
to physics that brought the theory of
Christina Alexandria mathematics to life through its many
McBean
applications, she decided to further
her studies in physics. In her first year
of university, she struggled with physics. As she sought out
the help necessary to understand these concepts, she realized that she needed a better understanding of the more
advanced concepts in mathematics. Being a STEM major
has given Christina the opportunity to become more aware
of how she can have a positive impact on her community
through research and education. In the future, she hopes
to pursue a career in biomedical engineering while leading
a nonprofit organization geared toward providing students
from poor socioeconomic backgrounds with the opportunity to engage in educational, mentorship, and personal
development programs.
Vassar College: Darling Lupe
Garcia is a junior at Vassar College,
majoring in the Mathematics and Statistics Department’s statistics pathway and minoring in chemistry. She
is a first-generation college student.
Both of her parents lived in the countryside of Oaxaca, Mexico, before
immigrating to California. She sees
mathematics as a beautiful language
Darling Lupe Garcia
that can be used to understand and
change the world. After earning her
undergraduate degree, Darling hopes to further her studies
to obtain her doctorate in dental medicine. Statistics plays
an essential role in evidence-based dentistry practice and
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research; Darling believes her undergraduate degree in
mathematics will provide her with the critical thinking
and communication skills needed in the field. As a dentist,
she hopes to work with underserved communities and
address the disparities found in oral health care. Darling’s
extracurricular activities include coxing for Vassar College’s
rowing team, volunteering as an emergency responder on
Vassar’s campus, serving as the treasurer of Contrast magazine, working as an organizing team member of Vassar’s
Latinx Student Union, and mentoring other first-generation
low-income (FGLI) students as an intern for the Transitions
program at Vassar College.
Wheaton College: Eva Danielson
is a junior majoring in mathematics
at Wheaton College in Massachusetts. She plans to double major
in economics. In high school, she
felt energized by her participation
in the math team, which led her to
major in the subject in college. Math
helped her understand the intricacies
of communication and how to orgaEva Danielson
nize crazy problems into something
manageable; she has found this skill
invaluable. While Eva loves the fun of mathematics, she’s
found that helping people by solving problems brings her
even more fulfillment. This is her personal motivation to
continue her studies in mathematics. At Wheaton, Eva
works for the Campus Life office and serves as a resident
advisor. She enjoys working with and advocating for her
peers as a member of the Student Government, as her
Class Chair, and on the Finance Committee. She is also
on the executive board of the student volunteer group
on campus, CIVIC. This year she will begin an initiative
to create a student advisory board for the STEM division,
ensuring that a diversity of students’ voices are heard and
providing a mechanism by which students will be able to
better advocate for themselves and their educational needs.
After college, Eva hopes to find a people-centered career
in which she can help others prosper; in particular, she is
passionate about finding ways to provide equitable access
to educational and other public resources.
University of Florida: Jack Bryant
Giannetti is a third-year mathematics
major and Spanish and economics
minor. He first realized that he had
a passion for mathematics in middle
school when, bored by his algebra
class, he started studying calculus
on his own with the help of free
recorded online university lectures
Jack Bryant Giannetti … and he simply couldn’t stop. By
the time he could finally take calculus in high school, he had moved on to studying other,

more advanced topics. Since he didn’t have access to dual
enrollment, he directed all his curiosity and mathematical
inquiries to the math teachers at his school, only to be left
disappointed when he discovered that they could neither
help answer his questions nor had the interest to do so. It
is for this reason that, though Jack still feels he has much
left to learn, he hopes to take a break from his studies after
graduation and teach mathematics for a few years at the
high school level. This is not just a personal career choice
for him, but a way of ensuring that all those bright, curious
young minds—and prospective UF students—aren’t left
devoid of a role model who can challenge them and inspire
a deeper appreciation for mathematics, which is so often
neglected in pre-university education.
Seattle University: Kelemua Tesfaye, a senior studying applied mathematics at Seattle University, is deeply
invested in mathematics education and research, as it is a
transformative tool for the liberation of oppressed peoples.
As a tutor, teaching assistant, and teacher, Kelemua enjoys
engaging students who are rarely included as contributors
to the mathematics community and investigating problems
they are curious about with them. This past year Kelemua
did knot theory research and designed the game Knotris, as
well as an NSF REU that used machine learning to improve
electoral district maps, which was so much fun! Currently,
Kelemua is interested in the politics of space, which will
be the focus of their senior capstone. Kelemua plans to do
more research in the future that can contribute to uplifting
people and challenging power dynamics while continuing
to teach others by attending graduate school.
Utah State University: Natasha
Ann Gunderson, born and raised in
Idaho Falls, is the only child of two
loving parents. She grew up loving
animals, sports, and math. Natasha
played volleyball competitively for
nine years, three of which were on
her high school varsity team. She
still plays today, but just for fun.
Natasha also loves to garden. Her
Natasha Ann
family always grows a large garden,
Gunderson
and every year she gets excited to help
harvest. In her spare time, Natasha
likes to read or play a game with friends. Recently, Four
Square has been the game of choice, which involves some
fun calculations to draw a perfect square with some chalk
and string. Natasha hopes that she will be able to teach her
students similar fun math tricks in the future. A committee
of instructors selected Natasha as their recipient of the
Trjitzinsky Award because of her impressive academic performance and the workload she takes on, and also because
of the precocious and well-informed views on math and
teaching she has communicated to Utah State University’s
mathematics and statistics faculty.
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Bradley University: Shaun Cesario is a senior mathematics major
at Bradley University expecting to
graduate in May 2021. During his
three years on campus to date, he
has been active in the academic and
nonacademic components of university life. He is a participant in the
Bradley University Honors Program
Shaun Cesario
and, along with his mathematics
major, is also pursuing majors in
economics and sociology. Shaun is a member of the Bradley
University speech team. He has been active in service to
both the campus community, serving as a tutor for students
taking courses related to all three of his majors, and, more
broadly, in the Peoria, Illinois, community. Shaun credits
his service as a mathematics tutor for sparking his initial
interest in mathematics and remarks that “once I started
taking the more theoretical and abstract classes, I knew I
had to become a math major and keep this interesting, odd,
and frankly fun subject in my life.”
—AMS Trjitzinsky Fund announcement

JMM Activities for Students

JMM Grad School Fair

In conjunction with the virtual Joint Mathematics Meetings, AMS and the Mathematical Association of America
(MAA) will be hosting a virtual graduate school fair. Representatives of graduate programs in the mathematical
sciences will have online exhibits and be available for
online office hours. This activity is a great opportunity for
undergraduates to learn about some of the possibilities
for graduate study, and for master’s students to learn more
January 2021

about possibilities for PhD study. See https://www.ams
.org/gradfair.
MAA is hosting a poster session, a JMM activity showcasing mathematical research undertaken by undergraduates and presenting college and university students
attending JMM an opportunity to learn about what their
peers are discovering. See the MAA page at www.maa.org
/programs-and-communities/member-communities
/students/undergraduate-research/maa-under
graduate-student-poster-session.

Students attending these activities will need to register
for the meeting at www.jointmathematicsmeetings
.org/2247_reg.
—AMS announcement

Deaths of AMS Members
Srishti Dhar Chatterji, of Switzerland, died on September 28, 2017. Born on June 29, 1935, he was a member of
the Society for 59 years.
Roger H. Farrell, professor, Cornell University, died
on September 28, 2017. Born on July 23, 1929, he was a
member of the Society for 58 years.
Kenneth I. Gross, of Burlington, Vermont, died on
September 10, 2017. Born on October 14, 1938, he was a
member of the Society for 54 years.
William L. Hoyt, of Madison, Wisconsin, died on September 14, 2017. Born on September 8, 1928, he was a
member of the Society for 62 years.
James Jantosciak, of New York, New York, died on
September 7, 2017. Born on February 20, 1942, he was a
member of the Society for 46 years.
Martin Orr, of Latham, New York, died on September
26, 2017. Born on September 9, 1929, he was a member
of the Society for 66 years.
Walter A. Rosenkrantz, of Washington, DC, died on
September 19, 2017. Born on March 1, 1938, he was a
member of the Society for 55 years.
Joel A. Smoller, professor, University of Michigan, died
on September 27, 2017. Born on January 2, 1936, he was
a member of the Society for 56 years.
Vladimir Voevodsky, professor, The Institute for Advanced Study, died on September 30, 2017. Born on June
4, 1966, he was a member of the Society for 24 years.
Hans F. Weinberger, professor, University of Minnesota,
died on September 15, 2017. Born on September 27, 1928,
he was a member of the Society for 67 years.
Credits

Photo of Darling Lupe Garcia is courtesy of Vassar Athletics.
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