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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

*We invite readers to submit letters to the editor at notices-letters 
@ams.org.

The AMS Council’s action was a very quick response to 
requests that the society address its historical treatment of 
African Americans. Within about a week of receiving email 
requests, the AMS Council met and created the plan. The 
speed of the response speaks positively to how our society 
currently responds to community needs, especially those 
concerning diversity and inclusion. By comparison, about 
20 years ago (in 1996), Lee Lorch suggested in print that 
the AMS should issue an apology along the lines of the 
action plan, and his suggestion was met with silence. The 
difference between Lorch’s reception and the reception cur-
rent members received reflects well on current and recent 
AMS leadership.

(The Action Plan is described here: https://www.ams 
.org/about-us/understanding-ams-history.)

 
—Jesse Kass

Associate Professor
University of South Carolina

Revival of the Encyclopedia of Mathematics
The Encyclopedia of Mathematics Wiki1 (EoM) is, as 
most readers of this text probably already know, an open 
access resource designed specifically for the mathematics 
community. With more than 8,000 entries, illuminating 
nearly 50,000 notions in mathematics, the Encyclopedia 
of Mathematics was the most up-to-date graduate-level 
reference work in the field of mathematics.2 3

From its start in 2011, the EoM had to cope with the 
problem that the mathematics formula code was only avail-
able through png images, based on a former CD edition 
from 2002, because the TeX code was lost by the former 
publishers of the EoM.

This problem concerned about 270,000 formulas, 
which, due to the missing TeX code, needed to be com-
pletely retyped whenever they were edited. Therefore, over 
the course of two decades, the EoM has become more and 

Letter to the Editor 
I hereby wish to inform the mathematical community of 
my resignation as Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Nonlinear 
Mathematical Physics, which I submitted to the president/
owner of Atlantis Press, Zeger Karssen, on 30 September 
2020. The entire Editorial Board has also since resigned. 
My resignation is in protest to the policies of Atlantis Press, 
in particular the policy that requires all authors who wish 
to publish in this journal to pay a compulsory article pro-
cessing fee (750 euros) that was introduced against my will 
on the 1st of September 2020. Unfortunately, I am legally 
bound by a contract with Atlantis Press to continue to serve 
as Editor-in-Chief until 30 March 2021.

Feel free to contact me if you have any questions: 
Euler199@gmail.com.

—Norbert Euler, outgoing Editor-in-Chief,  
Journal of Nonlinear Mathematical Physics, 

Jinan University, Guangzhou, China

Letter to the Editor
In a letter to the editor (November 2020), Charles H. 
Jones asks why the editors of the Notices did not change 
“300 BC” to “300 BCE” in Sergei Gelfand’s article “A Word 
From...” But Gelfand’s article has a prominent disclaimer 
that the opinions in the article are not necessarily those 
of the Notices or the AMS. Whether Gelfand wrote “300 
BC” out of personal religious conviction or some other 
reason, the editors did the right thing by not overriding 
the author’s choice.

—Timothy Chow 
Princeton, NJ

Letter to the Editor
I am writing to express my thanks to AMS President Jill Pi-
pher, the AMS Council, and all other members of the Gov-
ernance and Executive Staff for creating the AMS’s Action 
Plan to reckon with past racist actions by the society and to 
take action to ensure more equitable treatment of African 
American mathematicians. I especially appreciate the work 
Catherine A. Roberts, Dylan Thurston, Talitha Washington, 
and Ravi Vakil did to make this happen. Thanks also to AMS 
members like Noah Snyder who helped advocate that the 
AMS take this step.

1https://encyclopediaofmath.org/wiki/Main_Page 
2The EoM is based on a book version “Encyclopaedia of Mathematics,” 
edited by Michiel Hazewinkel. Its last print, consisting of 13 volumes, was 
published in 2002.
3A statistical EoM example by Boris Tsirelson (https://encyclopedia 
ofmath.org/wiki/User:Boris_Tsirelson#Some_statistics): Mea-
surable space (50,000+ views); Standard Borel space (12,000+ views); 
Analytic Borel space (5,000+ views); Universally measurable (5,000+ 
views); Measure space (20,000+ views); Standard probability space 
(6,000+ views); Measure algebra (measure theory) (7,000+ views).
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more out of date, as the loss of the TeX codes has made it 
difficult to update the 8,000 articles of the EoM.

This problem was recently solved. There were three cat-
egories of formulas with missing TeX code:

1) During the last years, about 60% of all formulas had 
already been manually translated into TeX by worldwide 
volunteers cooperating with EoM.

2) For the majority of formulas, old markup typesets in 
an nroff-like style became available, however with no inter-
preter. Recently, an interpreter for these markup pages has 
been devised allowing it to automatically translate, mostly 
error-free, the image-based code into TeX.

3) Finally, there were the remaining around 60,000 
formulas, for which there were no markup and no manual 
translations.

Ulf Rehmann, professor at Bielefeld University and edi-
tor in chief of EoM, has organized the automatic translation 
for most pages as described in 2). Maximilian Janisch, stu-
dent at the University of Zürich, has translated the formulas 
of type 3) into TeX semi-automatically (i.e. the formulas 
were translated with machine learning, but the translations 
were checked twice manually). Now, an almost completely 
TeXified version of the EoM is available online.1

The Revival of the EoM: Long story short, the renewal of 
the EoM articles is now possible without tedious manual 
retyping of the formulas. It would be great if many math-
ematicians started using this chance in order to bring the 
EoM back up to date.

—Ulf Rehmann
Editor in Chief of EoM

Maximilian Janisch
Mathematics student at the University of Zürich

http://icerm.brown.edu



