
AMS Chapter at
University of Texas-Arlington
On a Friday in February, after 2 years of 
planning and discussions, the AMS Chapter 
at UTA welcomed Dr. Talitha Washington 
of Howard University to their campus for a 
day filled with presentations, a lively Q&A 
and refreshments (sponsored by the student 
chapter of the Society for Industrial and 
Applied Mathematics and the College of 
Science Black Graduate Student Association). 
Dr. Washington first spoke to an audience 
primarily comprising graduate students about 
her own journey from childhood to her time 
at the National Science Foundation, including 
challenges related to her identity and where 
she found opportunities. We invited the 
undergrads to join us for the colloquium 
on the life and work of Dr. Elbert Frank Cox, 
famously known as the first Black PhD in 
mathematics. Dr. Washington tied landmarks 
of cultural, societal, and mathematical 
significance to the development of Dr. Cox as 
a pioneering mathematician.

Dr. Washington has been an inspiration 
for many. During the meet and greet, an 
undergraduate Calculus III student shared 
with Dr. Washington her interest in 
engineering and her excitement at being able 
to meet her; a professional mathematician 
who looks more like her than the majority of 
working mathematicians. A special moment 
indeed and a very inspiring afternoon. The 
2 year wait for this event was so worth it for 
all involved!

UTA Grad Students “Mav Up” 
During COVID
We graduate students are doing pretty well 
within UTA’s math program considering the 
predicaments many are facing. Thankfully, 
we entered 2020 already having a very active 
communication line via GroupMe.

The memes do us good!

Certainly, we have faced many challenges 
with classes, candidacy exams, dissertations, 
along with teaching activities. Having each 
other, with our various backgrounds and 
graduate experiences, has proved to be 
one of the best guides in a confusing time. 
Sometimes the appropriate assist has been 
the willingness to both vent and welcome 
venting sessions. An important feature of 
our community is spreading accurate and 
pertinent information in a timely manner 
that may turn a venting session into a 
mathematical or administrative problem-
solving journey!

Fortunately, COVID has not stopped us 
from celebrating each other—I’m especially 
appreciative of being a 2020 PhD graduate 
with major support from my peers!

Looking ahead, there are already summer 
study sessions in the works. A Zoom Pro 
license is in the pipeline, too, and maybe we 
will host other graduate chapters in order to 
unite, to collaborate, and, as we do at UTA, 
to Mav Up!

AMS Chapter at
Stony Brook University, New York
Despite the shutdown last spring because of 
COVID-19, Stony Brook’s AMS Chapter had 
a full year of activities. The events provided 
a friendly atmosphere for graduate students 
to get together and interact with each other. 
The chapter invited postdocs as well so that 
more people interacted and shared their lives 
at Stony Brook, experiences, research, and 
career tips, building-up friendships.

The annual and traditional events, Fall Get-
Together, Pi-Day, End of Year (canceled), 
help us keep communicated, related, and 
connected. Secondly, we wanted to provide 
graduate students something refreshed 
both in math and in life. The location of 
Stony Brook is quite isolated and the life 
of a graduate students is busy and focused 
on research during the semester, so we 
planned a new event this year, a trip to the 
National Museum of Mathematics in NYC. 
The members who went really enjoyed the 
museum. We look forward to more day trips 
off campus as a group. It is beneficial and 
helpful for graduate students to refresh, to 
broaden their perspective, and to have social 
interaction. We look forward to that and to 
developing new activities and our traditional 
ones throughout the year.

This past June, the graduate students in the 
math department at Stony Brook had a forum 
for diversity and racial equity on the 10th of 
June: #ShutDownMath Day. It’s not an AMS 
Student Chapter event, but we think that 
it is a quite important activity of graduate 
students willing to support and build up a 
healthy and respectful environment in the 
future.
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AMS Chapter at
Southern Illinois
University Carbondale
The AMS Graduate Student Chapter at 
Southern Illinois University Carbondale 
completed several outreach activities directed 
at undergraduate and younger students in 
the 2019-2020 academic year before the 
shutdown (due to COVID) of in-person 
group activities in late Spring.

Hands-on mathematical activities were 
a feature of many of the events of the 
chapter, including game nights, their annual 
integration bee, and demonstrations for 
younger groups. The chapter members were 
entirely responsible for the development and 
presentation of these activities.

The largest project undertaken by the 
chapter was the 3rd Annual Integration Bee. 
Participants included high school students 
and undergrads. Planning and preparing by 
the chapter included: developing advertising 
and outreach, preparing the integration 
questions and answer keys, and marking 
the qualifying papers of participants. They 
saw a group of highly enthusiastic students 
come on a chilly Saturday morning to tackle 
day-long integration problems. The highlight 
of the event was when one of the semi-final 
rounds went on so long! The judges had 

a difficult time deciding who should go to 
the finals among the highly competitive 
semi-finalists! After the competition, the 
participants stayed back to discuss math 
problems encountered during the day, play 
a game of set, handle cool mathematical 
objects, origami, and more. Most of the 
chapter was involved in some activity on 
the day of the event itself. The Integration 
Bee has grown in participation and the 
competition was keener than in previous 
years. Pizza and snacks provided a fun social 
environment that led to interaction among 
the contestants and chapter members.

The chapter hosted a guest lecture, “Math 
Colloquium: 3D - Design and Printing for 
Mathematic Education.” In the context 
of mathematics education, the speaker 
reflected on his experience with 3D design 
and printing, using design examples, and 
discussing pedagogical possibilities. The 
event was well appreciated by faculty, as well 
as students, of the Math Department. 

In the Fall 2019, 12 middle school girls came 
with their abundant energy and enthusiasm 
to a workshop entitled: “Expanding 
Your Horizons: Mathematics of Origami” 
conducted by AMS Secretary William Holt, 
who was assisted by other AMS Chapter 
members. The girls were taught construction 
of various model and geometric objects. 
The event was as enjoyable to the chapter 
members as it was to the middle schoolers.

AMS Chapter at
Central Michigan University
The AMS Chapter’s Integration Bee was a 
huge success again this year. It was the most 
enthusiastic and cheerful mathematics event 
of the year.

We had about 60 people attend the 
event. About 35 undergraduate students 
and 14 graduate students took part in the 
competition. In the undergraduate bracket, 
the grand integrator was Austin Konkel and 
the runner up was Shashwat Maharjan. In 
the graduate bracket, the grand integrator 
was Mohyedden Sweidan and the runner up 
was Arkabrata Ghosh.

Photos courtesy of their respective universities.

For information about starting an AMS Graduate Student Chapter, please visit:
www.ams.org/studentchapters


