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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

*We invite readers to submit letters to the editor at notices-letters 
@ams.org.

An ICM is a unique meeting place for mathematicians 
from all over the world to assemble, put political and cul-
tural differences aside, and discuss mathematics. As such, 
the ICM in Saint Petersburg offers a unique opportunity to 
promote, stimulate, and support mathematics both within 
Russia and worldwide. 

—The Executive Committee of the IMU
Berlin, 26 February 2021

Harold Seymour Shapiro 1928–2021; 
in memoriam
Harold Seymour Shapiro, Professor Emeritus of the Royal 
Institute of Technology in Stockholm, passed away on 
March 5, 2021.

He was born in 1928 in Brooklyn, NY, and obtained 
his undergraduate degree from City College, NY, where he 
was a prominent member of the “mathematical table” that, 
among others, included D. J. Newman, M. Davis, and J. 
Schwartz. He received his PhD from MIT in 1952 under the 
direction of Norman Levinson. Having spent a few years at 
Bell Labs, Shapiro became a professor at the U. of Michigan. 
In 1970, he moved to Sweden and became a professor at 
the Royal Institute of Technology in 1972.

His main area of interest has been classical analysis and 
its interplay with functional analysis. He has left significant 
imprints in approximation theory, complex and harmonic 
analysis, potential theory, and the theory of functions. 
Shapiro’s 1951 MS thesis introduced special trigonometric 
polynomials with coefficients ±1 as solutions of a certain 
extremal problem. The polynomials, nowadays called 
Rudin-Shapiro polynomials, are systematically used in 
engineering applications.

Harold’s PhD thesis introduced a completely novel 
approach to a wide class of extremal problems in complex 
analysis based on Hahn-Banach duality. (S. Ya. Khavinson 
in the USSR made the same discovery independently.) 
These results appeared as a joint paper with W. Rogosinski 
in Acta Math. in 1953.

In a groundbreaking paper with D. Aharonov in 1976, 
the fruitful subject of quadrature domains in the complex 
plane was introduced. The topic remains a very active field 
to date.

Shapiro has published over 150 research articles and 4 
books, many of which are nowadays standard references 
for mathematicians working in a wide spectrum of fields.

Letter to the editor 
I write to draw attention to a job advertisement for the posi-
tion of Division Director at the NSF Division of Mathemat-
ical Sciences, currently posted at https://www.usajobs 
.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/600624900, with closing 
date July 7th. Please pass this on to any colleagues who 
may be interested in applying.

—Akshay Venkatesh
Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ

A statement from the International  
Mathematical Union
The recent detainments and arrests of several members of 
the Russian mathematics community, on the charges of 
participation in a rally, has led to an outpouring of support 
and expressions of solidarity for those detained. The Inter-
national Mathematical Union (IMU) joins those voicing 
their support and calls for the universal right to peaceful 
expression of political views to be respected. Any modern 
society that values science and international cooperation 
should listen to the scientists.

The case of Azat Miftakhov, a graduate student in math-
ematics who has already spent almost 2 years in pre-trial 
detention and who was sentenced, on a charge of hooligan-
ism, to 6 years imprisonment in a penal colony, adds to the 
concerns. The IMU also calls for leniency and compassion 
for Azat Miftakhov as he appeals this sentence.

The IMU strongly believes that the best way to offer 
support to colleagues in Russia is to foster and promote 
international cooperation with them, especially with re-
gard to the next International Congress of Mathematicians 
(ICM) that will be held in Saint Petersburg.

In response to the situation described above, some 
activists have now called for a boycott of the ICM in Saint 
Petersburg in 2022. The IMU as well as the International 
Science Council, of which the IMU is a member, oppose 
all boycotts of scientific events and all attempts to link 
scientific activities to political and societal issues, since 
boycotts are viewed to be harmful for all concerned. Spe-
cifically, the IMU rejects this call for a boycott of the ICM 
in Saint Petersburg in 2022 and any intimidation of the 
ICM organizers or prospective participants. 
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In his first years in Stockholm, he launched a special 
problem solving seminar, which has attracted numerous 
students. Many of them graduated with a PhD under Har-
old’s supervision. Shapiro was a model speaker and an 
outstanding expositor. He has given over 70 plenary talks 
at various international and national meetings.

Professor Shapiro was particularly generous with his 
time to his students. As a student, there was never any 
need to make an appointment with him to tell him your 
latest idea. You would simply knock on his door. There he 
was sitting behind his desk, drinking tea, waving for you 
to come in and go to the blackboard and show him what 
the idea was. He was also always honest. If your idea had 
little to no chance of working out, he would let you know 
right away and would explain why that was the case. He 
was usually right. He would also be very excited if he saw 
some potential in the idea. He was a fantastic PhD advisor, 
as many of his students can attest to.

Besides his mathematical and pedagogical input, Harold 
Shapiro will always be remembered by his many students, 
friends and collaborators for his human and scientific 
generosity, his love and enthusiasm for mathematics, un-
matched curiosity, his readiness to discuss mathematics at 
all times with anybody (he always had visitors from the 
KTH Engineering coming to his office with questions), 
his humbleness, gentleness, his erudition in many areas 
outside of mathematics and his kind humor.

—Peter Ebenfelt, Professor of Mathematics, 
UC San Diego, pebenfelt@ucsd.edu

 —Dmitry Khavinson, Professor of Mathematics, 
University of South Florida, dkhavins@usf.edu

Mittag-Leffler Institute
With reference to the letter of Ulf Persson and others, I am 
writing on behalf of the International Commission on the 
History of Mathematics to express appreciation and sup-
port for the magnificent library and archive collection at 
the Mittag-Leffler Institute. For historians of mathematics, 
the Institute is both a treasure trove of material, both in 
manuscript and in print, as well as an inspirational place 
in which to work; while for mathematicians a visit there 
puts them in touch with the history of their subject in a 
way unparalleled elsewhere.

The original library collection of Gösta Mittag-Leffler, 
and in particular the extensive collection of manuscripts 
by leading mathematicians of his time and before, should 
remain available to historical scholars and remain hosted in 
its original setting. This fundamental and unique resource 
should be appropriately conserved under the supervision 
of appropriate professionals in archive and information 
science, who can control its safe access, with an explicit 
program to make it available to researchers.

—June Barrow-Green, Chair of the International 
Commission on the History of Mathematics, 

Professor of History of Mathematics, The Open University
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