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Imagine the shock Ukrainian mathematicians expe-
rienced when in 2018 the IMU honored Russia to host 
the ICM. The Russian government invested considerable 
resources to win the bid against France. The fact is, im-
portant international events like ICM legitimize regimes 
with blood on their hands. They gloat at the fact that while 
we judge them morally, we have no qualms taking their 
money. Top Russian government official Dvorkovich was 
personally involved in fighting to bring the ICM to Russia. 
The Executive Organizing Committee of the ICM is chaired 
by the deputy Prime Minister Chernyshenko. A top FSB 
officer Derevyashkin is among the official organizers. It is 
not unlikely that the organization of ICM and drafting of 
war plans are carried out from neighboring offices. 

On February 26, 2021, the Executive Committee of the 
IMU issued a statement in which it declares its total indif-
ference to any moral consideration when making decisions: 
“The IMU ... oppose all boycotts of scientific events and all 
attempts to link scientific activities to political and societal 
issues, since boycotts are viewed to be harmful for all con-
cerned.” So many of us enjoy safety and relative prosperity, 
and can afford to consider the moral side of our everyday 
choices. Taking human rights into account cannot be just 
labelled as “politics” and dismissed simply because it is 
hard. We know that there are conflicts in the world about 
which our community is divided. Does it mean we should 
not pass moral judgement when it is obvious? Russia has 
annexed a part of an independent European country, some-
thing not seen since the first half of the previous century. 
Why is this ambiguous? What about Russia’s indiscriminate 
bombing of civilians in Syria, or the cruel persecution the 
LGBTQ community faces in Russia? 

The IMU likes to pretend that the Congress has to do 
only with mathematics, yet since around 2002 it has been 
quite willing to provide PR opportunities for political 
leaders of the host countries, many of whom consequently 
faced serious accusations of corruption. But never until 
2022 has IMU been so willing to shake hands dripping 
with fresh blood. If Putin wanted to award Fields Medals 
personally, would IMU have the nerve to say no? They 
didn’t even demand the Russian government release our 
unjustly imprisoned colleague Azat Miftakhov. 

Letter to the Editor
To the readers of the Notices: I have a substantial collection 
of mathematical books, collected during my membership 
of the AMS from 1954. I would like to have this collection 
serve mathematics and am thus asking if some Mathe-
matics Department would be interested in acquiring this 
collection by donation. If interested, please let me know 
and I shall then give a detailed description of the content 
of the collection.
 

—Sigurdur Helgason
Professor of Mathematics at MIT (emeritus)

Why many Ukrainian mathematicians  
will not attend the ICM in Russia 
In the US we have recently faced a staggering disinforma-
tion campaign, when absolutely unsubstantiated claims of 
election fraud led to political violence at the heart of our 
nation. Yet for those among us who are Ukrainian, this is 
the second large-scale disinformation campaign we have 
seen in recent years. In 2014 a revolution in Ukraine ignited 
in response to the actions of criminal president Yanukov-
ich. Russia responded by annexing Ukrainian territory, 
and starting a war in Eastern Ukraine. All of this was done 
while peddling lies both about the nature of the Ukrainian 
Revolution of Dignity and about the involvement of Rus-
sian military in the war. The world saw Russia’s actions for 
what they were: a violation of international law, and an 
attempt to prevent Ukrainians from choosing their own 
future as a nation. 

Russia’s war in Ukraine has already taken more than 
10,000 lives and made more than 2,000,000 people flee 
their homes. While this war has disappeared from the 
international news, the shelling continues. The war has 
wounded the Ukrainian academia. Our colleagues in 
Crimea are persecuted for their resistance to Putin’s regime. 

In recent years many of us felt awkward when rejecting 
an invitation for a scientific event in Russia. What do the 
organizers have to do with the war? Probably nothing. 
However, like millions of people from our home country, 
we simply cannot set our feet on the Russian land since 
2014.
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In writing this we feel a bit like David standing up against 
Goliath. We do not have the resources of an oil-rich coun-
try to give out. We stand for what we believe is right. The 
moral indifference of the IMU needs to end, and we invite 
those who agree with us to join our boycott of ICM 2022.

—Dmitri Finkelshtein
Associate Professor, Swansea University

Andrey Gogolev 
Associate Professor, The Ohio State University

Pavlo Pylyavskyy 
Professor, University of Minnesota

 
Lyudmila Turowska 

Professor, Chalmers University  
of Technology, University of Gothenburg

Masha Vlasenko 
Professor, IMPAN, Warsaw

Mathematician László Lovász 
and the  World Science Forum
As a regular reader of AMS Notices for decades, I read news 
of the Abel Prize being awarded to László Lovász and Avi 
Wigderson with a keen interest [Notices 68 (2021), no. 6, 
1034–1037]. Lovász has a multifaceted personality with 
immense contributions to diverse areas of mathematics and 
computer science. His contributions are part and parcel of 
standard textbooks in both fields. One of his contributions 
not as widely known is to do with the popularization of 
science and science policy. This note is to elaborate on 
these contributions.

In 2014, Lovász was elected President of the Hungarian 
Academy of Sciences (HAS). In 2003, HAS in partnership 
with UNESCO and ICSU (International Council for Sci-
ence) initiated a unique forum series on global science pol-
icies known as the World Science Forum (WSF, https:// 
worldscienceforum.org/), organized biannually in Bu-
dapest, Hungary. Since 2013 it is being held at locations 
between Budapest and partner countries (2013 in Brazil, 
2017 in Jordan, and in December 2021 it is scheduled to be 
held in South Africa). Under the leadership of Lovász, the 
WSF has transformed into a gigantic event. Now it attracts 
thousands of participants from over one hundred countries. 
The WSF also serves as a venue for the award ceremonies of 
two prestigious awards, namely the UNESCO Kalinga Prize 
for the Popularization of Science and the UNESCO Sultan 
Qaboos Prize for Environmental Conservation. 

http://ias.edu/math
http://ias.edu/math.summercollaborators

