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News

  
        AMS Updates

      
  
    
      On-Demand Webinar Features AMS MathViewer Accessibility

      AMS journal readers may be familiar with MathViewer, the dual-panel reading platform that offers an interactive alternative to print or PDF. The platform’s responsive design perfectly renders formulas, theorems, and references on all devices, while its layout makes navigating articles simple. MathViewer leverages these features to make mathematical content easier to use—especially for users of assistive technologies such as screen readers.

      MathViewer manager and developer Peter Krautzberger recently created a webinar demonstrating various MathViewer capabilities, including assistive tools such as changing display colors, enabling speech subtitles, and activating speech synthesis. You can find the video on the AMS YouTube channel under the title “How MathViewer’s dual-panel platform improves accessibility for all readers” or at the URL https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P2y-4bGBwec.

      —Tyler Kane, AMS

    
    
      2024 JMM Hosts Graduate School Fair

      More than seventy US graduate programs and the National Science Foundation exhibited at the 2024 JMM Graduate School Fair on January 5, 2024, at the Moscone Center in San Francisco. The fair was a great opportunity for undergraduates to learn about possibilities for graduate study and for master’s students to learn more about opportunities for PhD study. Representatives of graduate programs in the mathematical sciences staffed tables and answered students’ questions about their programs.

      Registration for the 2024 Online Fall Graduate School Fair will open in late spring 2024. For more information, visit https://www.ams.org/gradfair or email the AMS Programs staff at prof-serv@ams.org.

      —AMS Programs Department

    
    
      Panova Awarded AMS Birman Fellowship

      Greta Panova, Gabilan Distinguished Professor of Science and Engineering and professor of mathematics at the University of Southern California, has been awarded the 2024–2025 AMS Joan and Joseph Birman Fellowship for Women Scholars.

      Panova’s research is in algebraic combinatorics with connections to representation theory, computational complexity theory within theoretical computer science, and probability and statistical mechanics. Additionally, she works with a team of molecular biologists on modeling DNA repair dynamics.

      The Joan and Joseph Birman Fellowship for Women Scholars is a midcareer research fellowship made possible by a generous gift from Joan and Joseph Birman. The fellowship seeks to address the paucity of women at the highest levels of research in mathematics by giving exceptionally talented women extra research support during their midcareer years. The award for the 2024–2025 academic year is $50,000.

      —AMS Communications

    
    
      Castella Earns AMS Centennial Fellowship

      Francesc Castella, an associate professor of mathematics at the University of California, Santa Barbara, has been awarded the 2024–2025 AMS Centennial Research Fellowship for the 2024–2025 academic year. The primary selection criterion is the excellence of the candidate’s research.

      Castella’s research interests are number theory and arithmetic geometry: more specifically, $p$-adic $L$-functions, Euler systems, and Iwasawa theory.

      In 1973, the AMS established a Research Fellowship Fund that was renamed in 1988 to honor the AMS Centennial. Applicants for the fellowship must have held a doctoral degree for between three and twelve years and must currently serve in a tenured, tenure-track, postdoctoral, or comparable position (at the discretion of the selection committee) at a North American institution. The amount of the fellowship varies each year. For 2024–2025, the fellowship amount is $50,000.

      —AMS Communications

    
    
      Meier Named AMS Executive Director

       
      The American Mathematical Society Board of Trustees is pleased to announce the appointment of John Meier, the provost and David M. and Linda Roth Professor of Mathematics of Lafayette College, as the new executive director of the AMS. He will begin a five-year term on July 1, 2024.

      Meier will replace Catherine Roberts as executive director. Lucy R. Maddock, who has served as interim executive director since July 2023, will return to her duties as the AMS chief financial officer.

      “We are delighted to welcome John Meier as the new AMS Executive Director,” said AMS President Bryna Kra. “John has extensive experience as a high-level academic leader and as an engaged member of the mathematics community. His successes across these forums will be invaluable to the AMS’s future efforts.”

      Meier, who received his PhD in mathematics from Cornell University in 1992, brings considerable experience in both mathematics and administration to the AMS. He joined Lafayette’s faculty as an assistant professor in 1992, was promoted to associate professor in 1999, to professor in 2004, and was named Roth Professor in 2017. During sabbaticals, he held visiting appointments at the University of Pennsylvania; the Mathematical Sciences Research Institute (now Simons Laufer Mathematical Sciences Institute, or SLMath); University of California, Santa Barbara; Barnard College/Columbia University; The Ohio State University; Binghamton University; and Cornell.

      Meier’s service as provost began in 2019, a term which spanned the COVID-19 pandemic. Prior to this role he also held several other administrative positions at Lafayette.

      A recipient of the AMS Centennial Research Fellowship (2003–2004), Meier has served the AMS on the Centennial Fellowship Committee and the Eastern Section Program Committee, of which he was chair in 2011. He also has served on several committees of the Mathematical Association of America.

      “We are confident that John’s strategic mindset, passion for mathematics, and track record of bringing people together will further build upon the strong foundation of the AMS and help us navigate future challenges,” AMS Board of Trustees Chair Joseph Silverman said.

      Meier’s research is in geometric group theory, an area that sits in the liminal space between algebra, geometry, and topology. He has authored or coauthored three books and more than 50 articles, and has presented his work at sixteen special sessions of the AMS.

      “I am excited to be moving from being a longstanding, active member of the AMS into the executive director role,” Meier said. “I look forward to advancing the mission of the AMS: to support research in the mathematical sciences; to provide critical support to the mathematics community; and to increase the visibility and the understanding of the importance and beauty of mathematics.”

    
    
      Deaths of AMS Members

      Louis Brickman, of Albany, New York, died on December 2, 2023. Born on December 7, 1930, he was a member of the Society for 65 years.

      Sigurdur Helgason, of Belmont, Massachusetts, died on December 3, 2023. Born on September 30, 1927, he was a member of the Society for 70 years.

      Bent Fuglede, of Denmark, died on December 7, 2023. Born on October 8, 1925, he was a member of the Society for 69 years.

      D. L. Johnson, of the United Kingdom, died on December 14, 2023. Born on June 10, 1943, he was a member of the Society for 52 years.

      Lambertus A. Peletier, of the Netherlands, died on December 16, 2023. Born on March 29, 1937, he was a member of the Society for 52 years.
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