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Abstract. Adapting terminology suggested by work of E. Hewitt [Duke Math.

J. 10 (1943), 309-333], we say that a group G is strongly resolvable if for every

nondiscrete Hausdorff group topology y on G there is D C G such that both

D and G\D are y-dense in G.

Theorem. Let G be an Abelian group.

(a) // G contains no subgroup isomorphic to the group ©w{0, 1} , then G
is strongly resolvable.

(b) Assume MA. If G contains a copy of ©m{0, 1} , then G is not strongly
resolvable.

Our proof of (b) depends heavily on work of Malykhin.

1. Notation and terminology

The cardinality of a set X is written \X\.
In dealing with Abelian groups we use additive notation and we denote the

neutral element by the symbol 0 (with a subscript, when this seems necessary).

The symbols Z and Q denote as usual the sets of integers and rational
numbers, respectively; f = {p eZ: p > I, p is prime}; and Z(p°°) for p e P
is the Priifer group

Z(p°°) = \J {x e Q/Z : p"x = 0}.
n«o

For an Abelian group G the torsion-free rank of G and (for p e P) the p-

rank of G are denoted r0(G) and rp(G), respectively. We are concerned in

particular with the 2-rank r2(G). Our notation is defined in order to ensure

that for an Abelian group G the following three conditions are equivalent:

(a) G contains isomorphically a copy of the group ©^{0, 1}.
(b) r2(G) >co.

(c) Infinitely many elements x of G satisfy 2x = 0.
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We use these three properties interchangeably.

A Boolean group is a (necessarily Abelian) group in which every element x

satisfies 2x = 0.
Throughout this paper, expressions like "topological group" and "group topol-

ogy" (on a group G) refer always to Hausdorff topological groups. As is well

known (see, e.g., [11, 8.4]), this guarantees that our topological groups are Ty-

chonoff spaces, i.e., completely regular, Hausdorff spaces.
Following Hewitt [10], we say that a topological space X = (X, y) is re-

solvable if there is D C X such that both D and X\D are y-dense in X.

Hewitt [10] showed that irresolvable Tychonoff spaces (without isolated points)

exist in profusion; indeed, according to [10], every Tychonoff space (X, fZ)

without isolated points admits an irresolvable Tychonoff "expansion" y D %

such that (X, y) has no isolated points.
We say that a group G is strongly resolvable if for every nondiscrete group

topology y on G the space (G,&~) is resolvable. We recall in this connection

that it has been shown by Hesse [9], Shelah [16] (assuming CH), and Ol'shanskii
[14] using algebraic constructs of Adian [1], that there are infinite (non-Abelian)
groups G with no group topology except the discrete topology; evidently all such

groups, and all finite groups, are strongly resolvable.

2. Introduction

The question whether every nondiscrete topological group admits a proper

dense subgroup has been examined in various contexts in the literature. For
example, every infinite connected Abelian group, every infinite pseudocompact

group, and every uncountable totally bounded Abelian torsion-free group G
of weight \G\ admits a proper dense subgroup [7]. And every pseudocompact

Abelian group G whose weight wG is uncountable admits a proper dense

pseudocompact subgroup, provided that either G is zero dimensional [6], or
\G\ > c [4], or wG < c [4]. In the negative direction, there are nondiscrete

&>-bounded (hence, countably compact) groups with no proper dense countably

compact subgroup [6, 3.3]; there are nondiscrete, locally compact Abelian groups

(of arbitrary infinite local weight) with no proper dense subgroup [15]; and for

suitably restricted uncountable cardinals a there are totally bounded Abelian

torsion groups G of weight a = \G\ such that G has no proper dense subgroup

[7].
Briefly, then, the problem of classifying those topological groups which have

a proper dense subgroup is far from settled.

The foregoing remarks suggest two less ambitious problems:

(I) Classify the resolvable topological groups.

(II) Classify the strongly resolvable groups.

Though our paper contributes a bit to the first of these problems, it remains
substantially unsolved. Our principal result, which is a definitive solution to
the second problem for Abelian groups provided that MA is assumed, reads as
follows.

Theorem. Let G be an Abelian group.

(a) If G contains no subgroup isomorphic to the group ©w{0, 1}, then G

is strongly resolvable.
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(b) Assume MA. If G contains a copy of ©^{0, 1}, then G is not strongly

resolvable.

(Evidently, then, under MA an Abelian group G is strongly resolvable if and

only if r2(G) < co.)

We do not know whether this theorem remains true if assumption MA is

omitted. We discuss this question and several related questions in §6.

We proceed according to the following strategy. In §3 we assemble several
very general facts about resolvable spaces and resolvable topological groups. §4

shows specifically that the groups Z(p°°) and Q are strongly resolvable. In

§5 we reduce the problem of classifying strongly resolvable Abelian groups to

the divisible case and we apply standard structure theory and our results on
Z(p°°) and Q to solve that problem under MA. Questions and discussion are
postponed to §6.

3. General results

Much of 3.1-3.8 inclusive is immediate from the original work of Hewitt
[10] (although [10] did not explicitly consider resolvability in the context of

topological groups). 3.1-3.4 are taken from [4]; we include proofs here for the

reader's convenience, in order that this paper be self-contained.

3.1. Lemma. Let X = (X, y) be a space. If X has the form X = {Ji&Xt
with {Xi : i e 1} a pairwise disjoint family such that each Xi is resolvable (in

the topology inherited from (X,!T)),then X itself is resolvable.

Proof. For i e I there is A C Xt such that both Z), and X,\Z), are dense in
Xj. Then U,€/Z), and its complement are both y-dense in I.   □

Remark. Of course in 3.1 the assumption X = (jieI Xi can be weakened to the

condition that |JJ€/ Xi is dense in (X, y).

3.2. Lemma. Let G = (G, y) be a topological group with a subgroup H such

that H is resolvable (in the topology inherited from (G,ZT)). Then G is re-
solvable.

Proof. Each coset of H in G is resolvable, so 3.1 applies.   D

3.3. Lemma. A topological group G = (G, y) with a proper dense subgroup

is resolvable.

Proof. Evidently H and G\H are y-dense in G.   □

3.4. Lemma. A topological group G = (G, y) with a nonclosed subgroup H

is resolvable.

Proof. The group H is resolvable by 3.3, so 3.1 applies.   □

3.5. Lemma. Let G be a topological group with a closed, nowhere dense sub-
group H such that G/H is resolvable (in the usual quotient topology). Then G
is resolvable.

Proof. Let cp: G ^ G/H be the natural map, and let D and (G/H)\D be
complementary dense subsets of G/H. It is easy to check, using the fact that

<p is an open map (cf. [11,5.17]), that <p~l(D) and G\<p~x(D) are y-dense

in G.   D
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We remark that in 3.5 it is not required that H or H be normal subgroups

of G.
When H is a subgroup of an Abelian group G and H has a group topology

%, one may define a group topology y on G by declaring that (//, $0 is an

open topological subgroup of (G, y). The following statement, whose proof

we leave to the reader, gives the specifics. See also Hewitt and Ross [11, 4.5]

for a more general result.

3.6. Lemma. Let H be a subgroup of an Abelian group G, and let % be

a group topology for H. Let y be the family of subsets of G defined as
follows: A subset A of G satisfies A e y if and only if every x e A satisfies
x~xAf\H e%. Then (G, 9~) is a topological group.   D

3.7. Corollary. Let H be a group which is not strongly resolvable, and let G be

an Abelian group containing H as a normal subgroup. Then G is not strongly

resolvable.

Proof. Let fZ be a (nondiscrete) irresolvable group topology on H, and define

y as in the statement of 3.6. Then y is a nondiscrete, irresolvable group

topology on G, as required.   D

3.8. Theorem. Let G be a group with a normal subgroup H such that both H

and G/H are strongly resolvable. Then G is strongly resolvable.

Proof. Let y be a nondiscrete group topology for G. We consider three cases.
Case 1. H is not y-closed in G. Then the desired conclusion (that G

admits complementary y-dense subsets) follows from 3.4.

Case 2. The topology induced by y on H is not discrete. The desired

conclusion now follows from 3.2.

Case 3. Cases 1 and 2 fail. Since H is closed, the quotient topology y, on
the group G/H makes G/H a topological group (i.e., the Hausdorff separation

axiom is satisfied). The group H has no y-interior in G, since otherwise
H is open and (G, y) itself is discrete, so (G/H, ^) is not discrete. The
desired conclusion then follows from 3.5.   □

3.9. Corollary. Let Go and Gx be strongly resolvable groups, and let G =

Go x Gi. Then G is strongly resolvable.

Proof. It is enough to take H = Go, G/H = Gi in 3.8.   □

3.10. Remark. It is good to notice that a product G = Go x Gi may carry a
nondiscrete group topology y which nevertheless induces the discrete topology

on both Go and Gi. For example, let Go = Gi = H be an infinite Abelian
group, let ^ be a nondiscrete group topology on H (these exist in profusion:

see [5, §§3.5, 3.101] for a survey of the literature), and note that the natural

"diagonal" copy A = (A, fZ) of H inside G = HxH = GqxGi is a normal
subgroup of G. The group topology y defined on G by the topological group

(A, 2Z) (as in 3.6) is not discrete, but the topology induced by y on Go and

Gi is the discrete topology.

We view our next result as a generalization of 3.9. In its statement, the

hypothesis concerning the group ©^{0, 1} may strike the reader as bizarre,
capricious, or irrelevant. The role of this assumption will be clarified in 5.5,
but for the moment two observations may be helpful:
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(1) Our proof does not apply and cannot be restructured to apply to the

case GD©w{0, 1}.
(2) According to work of Malykhin [13], the conclusion of 3.11 fails for

G = ©^{O, 1} in certain models of ZFC.

3.11.   Theorem. Let k be a cardinal number, and let {G$ : £ < k} be a set of

(not necessarily distinct) strongly resolvable Abelian groups. Let G - ©{</c G*,

and suppose that r2(G) < co; that is, G contains no copy of the group ©^{0, 1}.
Then G is strongly resolvable.

Proof. Arguing by induction over the class of cardinals, we assume that k is

the least cardinal for which the statement fails; from 3.9 we have k > co.

We assume that each £ < k satisfies |G^| > 1.
Let y be a nondiscrete group topology for G. To show that (G, y) is

resolvable, we consider two cases.

Case 1. There exist a neighborhood V of 0 and n < k such that V C

©^ G<*. Then, because (G, y) is nondiscrete, the topology induced by y

on ©t^G,, is nondiscrete. Since \n\ < k, the group ©<*<,, G,* is strongly

resolvable by the inductive assumption, so the group (G, y) is resolvable by

3.2.
Case 2. Case 1 fails. For £ < k set

Ff = {Xi e G«* : 2x{ = 0{}

and use Zorn's lemma to find a subset Z){ of G$ maximal with respect to the

property D^n-D^ = 0 . Then DinFi = 0, and since every element x e G^\F^
satisfies either x e D$ or -x e D$ , we have D$ U (-D^) U F$ = G{ .

Now for 0 ^ x = (xz)t<K e G set

s(x) = {{:x^ 0^}    and    m(x) = maxs(x)

and define

D = {x e G : x ? 0, xm(x) e Dm(x)).

We will show in this case that both D and G\D are y-dense in G.
Let 0 ^ x e U e y, and let V be a neighborhood of 0 e G such that

V = -V and x + V C U .

We note that the set {^ < k : \FA > 1} is bounded above. (For otherwise
from k > co it follows that r2(G$) > 1 for infinitely many £, and we have the

contradiction r2(G)>co.)

It then follows that there is y e V such that m(y) > m(x) and ym{y) $

Fm(y). Of the two points ym{y) and (-y)m(y), exactly one lies in Dm(y) (and the

other in Gm{y)\Dm{y)). From (x+y)m{x+y) = ym{y) and (x-y)m{x-y) = (-y)m{y)

it follows that exactly one of the two points x+y and x-y lies in D (the other

in G\D). The observations x+y e x+V CU, and x-y ex-V = x + V C U

complete the proof.   □

4. Specific results

As indicated earlier, we show here that the group Q of rationals and the

Priifer groups Z(p°°) (with p e¥) are strongly resolvable.
We remind the reader of a consequence of our additive notation: When G is

an Abelian group, ACG, and n > 0, we have nA = {xi +x2-\-\-x„ : Xj e A} .

It follows in particular that if 0 e A then AC.kAC.nA for I <k < n .
Our first result is taken from [4].
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4.1. Theorem. The group Z is strongly resolvable.

Proof. Let D = {x e Z : x > 0} . We show that for every nondiscrete group

topology y on Z the sets D and Z\D are y-dense.
Let 0 ± U e y, and suppose that U c D. Set m = min U. Since the

maps x-* — x and x-»x + 2m are y-homeomorphisms, the set

UC\(-U + 2m) = {m)

is y-open in Z. Thus (Z, y) is discrete, a contradiction.

A similar argument shows that the relation U c Z\D is also impossible.   □

For G an Abelian group and x a torsion element of G, we denote the order

of x by the symbol o(x). We realize the Priifer group Z(p°°) as a subgroup

of {x : 0 < x < 1} with addition modulo 1, and for 0 ^ x e Z(p°°) with
o(x) = pk we write

n=\ y

with 0 < at< p for I < i <k, ak^0.
For x as in (*) the support of x is the set s(;t) = {n : a„ ^ 0}; we write

w(x) = k = max5(x), so o(x) = pmM .

4.2. Lemma. For p ef the group Z(p°°) is strongly resolvable.

Proof. Fix p e P, and let D = {x e Z(p°°) : x # 0, m(x) is even}. We will
show that D and Z(p°°)\D are dense in every nondiscrete group topology y

on Z(p°°).
Let n = np: Z(p°°) -* Z(p°°) be the homomorphism defined by n(x) = px

(x e Zip00)).

Let x e U e y, and let K be a neighborhood of 0 such that x+pV c U.
We claim that there is y e V such that m(y) > m(x) + 2. Indeed, otherwise

V is a subset of the finite set {z e Z(p°°) : m(z) < m(x) + 2}, so y is the
discrete topology on Z(/?°°); this contradiction establishes the claim. Choosing
such y, we have m(x + y) = m(y), while m(x +py) = m(py) = m(y) - 1. Of

the two integers m(y) = m(y) — 1, exactly one is even and exactly one is odd.

Since x + y e x + V CU and x+py e x + pV C. t/, it is clear that U meets

both D and Z(p°°)\D, as required.   □

4.3. Corollary. The group ©p€PZ(p°°) is strongly resolvable.

Proof. Since each group Z(p°°) is strongly resolvable by Lemma 4.2 and

^(©pgpZtp00)) = r2(Z(2°°)) = 1 < co, this is immediate from 3.11.

4.4. Theorem. The group Q is strongly resolvable.

Proof. A standard structure theorem (see, e.g., Fuchs [8, p. 43]) gives the iso-

morphism Q/Z «©pePZ(p°°). Since Z and ©p€PZ(p°°) are strongly resolv-

able by 4.1 and 4.3, respectively, the required statement follows from 3.8.   D

The constituent groups being now under control, we proceed to put the pieces
in place.

5. Strongly resolvable Abelian groups

The following well-known structure theorem is basic to the study of divisible

Abelian groups.
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See Fuchs [8, §§23, 24] or Hewitt and Ross [11, A. 14, A. 16] for a proof and
commentary.

5.1. Theorem. Every divisible Abelian group K is isomorphic to the group

(**) 0Q000Z(O

with a0 = r0(K) and ap = rp(K) for p ef.   □

(Of course, when ao = 0 or ap = 0 the corresponding summand may be

omitted in (**).)
Theorem 5.1 now gives the assertion we want for divisible Abelian groups.

5.2. Theorem. Every divisible Abelian group K such that r2(K) < co is strongly

resolvable.

Proof. This is immediate from 4.3, 4.4, 5.1, and (the case k - a0 + YjPevap

of) 3.11.   □

Our principal positive "absolute" theorem now emerges in the following form.

5.3. Theorem. Every Abelian group G such that r2(G) < co is strongly resolv-

able.

Proof. As is well known (see the above-mentioned passages in [11, 8]), the

divisible hull (that is, the minimal divisible extension) G of G satisfies G C G,

and_r0(G) = r0(G) and rp(G) = rp(G) for p e f. In particular, r2(G) = r2(G),

so G is strongly resolvable by 5.2. That G is strongly resolvable then follows

from 3.7.   □

The axioms CH and MA are surely known to the reader. Slightly less familiar

is the combinatorial principle R(c), a consequence of MA which states that if
{A( : £ < a} is a family of subsets of co such that every finite subfamily

has infinite intersection and if a < c, then there is infinite A C co such that

\A\Az\ <co for all £ <a.
A topological space X = (X, y) is said to be extremally disconnected if

the closure of every y-open subset of X is again y-open. (An equivalent

condition is that disjoint y-open subsets of X have disjoint closures.) It is an
old question of Arkhangel'skii [2], still unsettled in ZFC, whether there exists a

nondiscrete extremally disconnected topological group. The problem has been

successfully addressed in augmented axiom systems: Using CH, MA, and P(c)
respectively, Sirota [17], Louveau [12], and Malykhin [13] have proved that the

group ©^{0, 1} admits a nondiscrete extremally disconnected group topology.

Indeed, Malykhin [13] proves more: the group topology y on ©^{0, 1} may

be chosen maximal among all nondiscrete Hausdorff topologies in ©^{0, 1} .
(The fact that a maximal nondiscrete Hausdorff space is extremally disconnected

is easily proved: If (X, ST) is maximal but 77 £ y with U e y, then the
topology % on X generated by y U {77} properly contains y and every

non-y-isolated point of X remains non-^-isolated.)
The relevance of Malykhin's theorem to our concerns is given by the following

result.
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5.4. Lemma (Hewitt [10]). Let (X,f7~) be a maximal nondiscrete Hausdorff

space. Then (X, y) is irresolvable.

Proof. Suppose that D and X\D are y-dense in X, and let %Z be the topol-
ogy on X generated by Ju {D); that is, fZ = y U {U DD : U e &") . The
inclusion iz 2 y is proper, and it is easy to check that every non-y-isolated

point of X is non- ^-isolated.   □

In view of 5.4, Malykhin's theorem has this consequence.

5.5. Corollary (Malykhin [13]). Assume P(c). The group ©^{0, 1} admits a
nondiscrete irresolvable group topology.   □

Combining 5.5 with 5.3 gives the result quoted in our abstract.

5.6. Theorem. Assume P(c) (or assume MA), and let G be an Abelian group.

Then G is strongly resolvable if and only if r2(G) < co.

Proof. The statement "if" is given by 5.3 (without the additional assumption

R(c)), while "only ir follows from 5.5 and 3.7.   n

6. Discussion and questions

We have shown that in the system ZFC+MA an Abelian group G is strongly

resolvable if and only if r2(G) < co. This result raises some questions, as

follows.

6.1. Question. In the system ZFC (with no additional axioms ), can the group

©^{0, 1} be given a nondiscrete extremally disconnected group topology?

6.2. Question. If a (possibly non-Abelian) group G contains a copy of

©w{0, 1} , can G be given a nondiscrete extremally disconnected group topol-
ogy? A nondiscrete irresolvable group topology? What if MA is assumed?

In connection with 6.1 it should be mentioned that Malykhin [13] has shown

in ZFC that every group with a nondiscrete extremally disconnected group topol-

ogy contains for some cardinal k > co an open-and-closed (hence, nondiscrete
and extremally disconnected) subgroup isomorphic to ©K{0, 1} . Accordingly,

we ask additional questions.

6.3. Question. Does every nondiscrete irresolvable topological group G con-
tain an open-and-closed Boolean subgroup? What if G is assumed Abelian?

6.4. Question. Is every irresolvable topological group G extremally discon-

nected? What if G is Abelian?

6.5. Question. Suppose that a topological group G contains a (not necessarily

open) subset D such that 0 e D\{0} n (G\Z))\{0} . Must G be resolvable?

6.6. Remarks, (a) In work with Gladdines [4] we have shown that every

Abelian totally bounded group is resolvable. It is reassuring to note the availabil-
ity of an elementary proof that this result is not in conflict with the constructions

of Sirota, Louveau, and Malykhin. Briefly, an infinite extremally disconnected

group is not totally bounded. To see this, suppose that G is a counterexample,
and let K be the (compact) Weil completion of G. Then K is extremally

disconnected since otherwise some point of K (hence, every point of K) is in
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the closure of disjoint open subsets of K, so every point of G is in the closure

of disjoint open subsets of G. Thus K is a compact, extremally disconnected

homogeneous space and, hence, is finite, so G is finite.

(b) It cannot be proved in ZFC that every extremally disconnected group is

irresolvable. Indeed the extremally disconnected group constructed by Louveau

[12] using MA is defined on the underlying set of finite subsets of co, with

"multiplication" given by the symmetric difference operation A • B = AAB =

(A\B) U (B\A). As in [17], Louveau's group G is topologized so that every

neighborhood of each A e G contains for each n > \A\ elements B of G such
that |R| = n . It is then clear that in the Louveau group the set {X Ceo: \X\ < co

and JA'I is even} and its complement are both dense. Thus Louveau's group is

resolvable (and hence is not maximal among nondiscrete Hausdorff spaces).

(c) Let us say that a subset D of a group G is absolutely dense if D is dense

in every nondiscrete group topology on G, and G is absolutely resolvable if

G admits complementary absolutely dense subsets. Of course, an absolutely
resolvable group is strongly resolvable. In 4.1 and 4.2 we showed that the groups

Z and Z(p°°) (for p ef) are absolutely resolvable. This suggests the following
problem.

6.7. Question. Characterize algebraically the absolutely resolvable groups.

6.8. Remark (added November, 1992). One of us has noted recently with Feng

[3] that Lemma 3.1 can be improved as follows: Each space X of the form X =

Uie/ %i w*tn eacn Xj resolvable is itself resolvable. (The proof is elementary.

A maximal family stf of pairwise disjoint resolvable subspaces of X must
_x

have dense union, since otherwise some i satisfies X{\\\s^  ) # 0, and then
_x

XiWJsrf may be adjoined to s/ . Then \Jsf is resolvable by 3.1, so X is
resolvable.) As is noted in [3], it is immediate that a topological group with

a nonempty resolvable subspace is itself resolvable. This observation seems to
have no direct impact on this paper, but it may suggest an avenue of approach

to some of the questions cited above.
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