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Abstract. Of concern are mechanical or electrical waves in a media which may be
nonuniform and dissipative. The problem posed is to find conditions for the undistorted
propagation of signals. The electrical transmission line is chosen as the general model.
Along the length of the transmission line there are four functions which may be prescribed
essentially arbitrarily. These are series resistance, series inductance, shunt conductance,
and shunt capacitance. A differential equation is derived relating these functions which
gives a necessary and sufficient requisite for distortionless transmission of a voltage
wave. Various corollaries of this theorem are developed. For instance, it is shown that
simultaneous voltage and current waves can be transmitted without distortion if and
only if the characteristic impedance of the transmission line is positive at each point.

1. Introduction. Distortionless signalling has been of fundamental importance in
applied science. In this note we give a fairly general characterization of when this is
possible. The simplest case of distortionless signalling arises in the equation of the
vibrating string.

VXI = u>Vlt , Vx = dV/dx, V, = dV/dt. (1.1)

This equation has the general solution

V(t, x) = <t>(t — cox) + \//(t + a>x), (1-2)

where <t> and \p arc arbitrary functions. Thus 4>{t — co:r) is a wave traveling to the right
with velocity to"1. This solution is of great practical importance because this wave is
transmitted to a distant point x without distortion. There is, of course, a delay time
T - UX.

The equation for spherical waves in n dimensions is

Vrr + Vr = oj2 F,( . (1.3)r

If n = 3, the general solution of this equation is

nt r) = - »r) + W+*»<). (L4)
r r
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Again it is seen that a wave can be transmitted without distortion but that there is an
attenuation inversely proportional to the distance r. It is a very happy circumstance
that we live in three-dimensional space because signals can be broadcast without dis-
tortion only if n — 1 or n = 3. This has been discussed by Courant [1],

Waves can be of mechanical or electrical nature. In this paper we take as a general
model the electrical transmission line. The line can be inhomogeneous (nonuniform) and
dissipative. An infinitesimal section of such a line is shown in Fig. 1 having series resis-
tance r, series inductance l, shunt conductance a, and shunt capacitance c. Thus applying
Ivirchhoff's laws gives the transmission line equation:

— Vx = r(x)l + l(x)I, , (1.5a)

-L = g(x)V + c(x)V, . (1.5b)
Here V (t, x) is the voltage and I(t, x) is the current. We proceed to operate on both sides
of (1.5a) with (r + (ld/dt))d/dx. The current is then eliminated by use of (1.5b). This
shows that the voltage satisfies:

d
[r + ld~t)b~ ir' + l'd~t)h~{r + l^{g + cdtJ V = 0. (1.6)

This may be termed the general equation oj telegraphy. The wave equations (1.1) and (1.3)
are seen to be special cases of the equation of telegraphy.

We shall say that the transmission line is distortionless if, given an arbitrary function
<j>(t), there is a solution of the form

V(t, x) = j(x)<t>[t - t(x)], (1.7a)

with
V(t, 0) = 0(<). (1.7b)

Here the function / is termed the attenuation and the function t is termed the delay time.
Of course / and r are to be independent of <t>. Also, /(0) = 1 and r(0) = 0.

Heaviside [2] originated the concept of distortionless transmission in a dissipative
line. He proved that the condition for no distortion is

rc — gl = 0, (1.8)

provided r, c, g and I are constant. Thus Heaviside solved the problem for a homogeneous
line. An exponential line has the parameters r, c, g, and I tapering exponentially. Recently

I (t ,x) rdx tdx
o——— —————AAA/ 

,(,) 1

Fig. 1. Differential segment of a transmission line.
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Ghosh [3] has shown that the exponential line is distortionless if the tapering is suitably
chosen.

Our goal is to characterize the general distortionless line. The above examples will
then be special cases of our characterization. In what follows it is assumed that I > 0
and c > 0 for basic physical reasons. However, we do allow the idealizations r = 0 and
() - 0. Furthermore, any attenuation function is assumed to be non-zero. Thus we are
permitted to divide by I, c, and f = (l/c)l/2, and any attenuation function. Initially only
waves traveling in the positive x direction are considered. Thus r(.x) > 0 for x > 0.
This requires that the general line of finite length be terminated in the characteristic
impedance Z in order to eliminate any reflections from the end at x = L.

The functions r, I, c, and g are assumed continuously differentiate throughout the
paper.

We begin by treating the important special case of transmission lines whose charac-
teristic impedance is purely resistive (Sec. 2). This means that Z = V/I is a function
only of x. The necessary and sufficient condition (Sec. 3) for a line to be resistive is that
f = (l/c)w2 solve the Riccati differential equation

r = y? - r (1.9)
where a prime denotes d/dx. It is then found that any resistive line is distortionless and
the delay time t(x) satisfies

r' = ilcY'2. (1..10)

For plane waves in a vacuum it is well known that the electric and magnetic energy
densities are equal. This equipartition property is shown to hold for signals on a trans-
mission line provided the characteristic impedance is positive.

If the characteristic impedance is not resistive than it is found that the ratio r/l must
be constant if the line is to be distortionless (Sec. 4). Moreover, another Riccati dif-
ferential equation, analogous to (1.9), must be satisfied.

In Sec. 7 the question of return signals is treated. Conditions are found which insure
that distortionless signals can be transmitted to the left as well as to the right.

A great deal of study has been given to inhomogencous lines by many authors. Some
selected references relating to impedance transformation, filtering, signal dispersion and
acoustics are given [4, 5, 6, 7, 8].

2. Lines with voltage and current both distortionless. Consider the interesting
special case when the transmission line is distortionless and when the ratio of voltage
to current at any point of the line is a function only of x and not of t. This means that
in addition to

V(t, x) = j(x)4>[t - t(x)] (2.1a)

we have

I(t, x) = h(x)4>[t — t(x)] (2.1b)

for some function h(x). Substitution of (2.1) into (1.5) gives

—j'<p + fr'4>t ~ rh<t> lk<t>,t (2.2a)
— h'<p + hr'<p, = gj<t> + cf4>, . (2.2b)
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There is 110 correlation between <f> and </>, , so (2.1a) and (2.1b) hold iff

—/' = rh, (2.3a)

— h' = gf, (2.3b)
fr' = lh, (2.3 c)

hT' = cf, (2.3d)

Theorem 2.1. The general transmission line is both voltage and current distortionless
if and only if

f = <J? - r, (2.4a)

t = [ (lc)w2 dx, (2.4b)
J 0

/ = exp (r/f) ctoj , (2.4c)

h = (l/f„) exp L/ <?f dx j , (2.4d)

with f given by

f = (/A)'72. (2.5)

Proof. First suppose that relations (2.3) hold. Multiplying (2.3c) and (2.3d) gives

t' = {lcYri (2.8)

which proves (2.4b). Then (2.3c) gives

f/h = l/r' = (Z/c),/2 = f. (2.9)

Thus /((0) = /(0)/f(0) = l/f„ . Then relation (2.9) substituted into the right-hand side
of (2.3a) and (2.3b) gives

-/'// = r/f, (2.10a)

— h'/h = r/f, (2.10b)

which proves relations (2.4c) and (2.4d). Eqs. (2.3b) and (2.3c) give gf = — (//f)' or
gf = — /'/!" + /f'/f2; then (2.10a) results in (2.4a).

Conversely, assume relations (2.4) hold. Differentiate (2.4c) to give /' = ( — r/f)/.
Then (2.4d) and (2.4a) give

f'/h = -(r/f) exp f (f'/f)
0

dx

This proves (2.3a). (2.3b) is proven similarly. Relations (2.4b), (2.4c), and (2.4d) give

r'f/h = (fc)l/2 exp jo (fff - r/f) ctej = I.

This proves (2.3c). (2.3d) is obtained similarly. This completes the proof.
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3. Inductance, capacitance, and impedance of a line. There are standard procedures
from potential theory for calculation of c, the capacitance per unit length of a transmission
line. Also there are standard procedures from potential theory for calculating I, the
inductance per unit length. For parallel wires in a vacuum this well-known calculation
gives that l/(Zc)1/2 is equal to the velocity of light. Likewise for a coaxial cable, l/(Zc)1/2
is the velocity of light. The question then arises whether or not Ic is a constant independent
of tHe cross-section of the transmission line. In previous papers [9, 10], it was shown by
use of Rayleigh's reciprocal theorem that in a vacuum Ic is an invariant. No use of
Maxwell's theory was made to establish this fact.

By inserting dielectric material between the conductors of the transmission line it is
possible to increase c. By inserting magnetically permeable material it is possible to
increase I. In such ways it is possible to have Ic be an arbritary function along the line
subject to the restriction

0 < l/(lc)U2 < velocity of light.

The upper bound here would follow from the special theory of relativity.
Let us seek solutions of the transmission line equations which are sinusoidal in time,

say

I = p(x) exp (st), V = q(x) exp (st) ^ 0. (3.1)

Here s = 2iriv and v is the frequency. Then Eqs. (1.5a) and (1.5b) become

— dq/dx = (r + ls)p, (3.2a)

— dp/dx = (g + cs)q. (3.2b)

The characteristic impedance function Z(x) is defined by

q(x) = Z{x)p{x). (3.3)

Lemma 3.1. The characteristic impedance junction of the general transmission line
satisfies the Riccati differential equation

dZ/dx = [g(x) + s c{x)]Z2 — [r(x) + si(x)], (3.4)

except possibly at isolated points.
Proof. Use relation (3.3) to eliminate q in (3.2). Thus

-Zp± - Zcp = (r + ls)p, — pz = {g + cs)Zp.

Elimination of p between these last two equations gives (3.4) if p ^ 0. If p were to vanish
in an interval then Eq. (3.3) shows that q would also vanish. Then Eq. (3.2) would imply
that p and q vanish everywhere and this contradicts the hypothesis (3.1). This completes
the proof.

Theorem 3.1. A transmission line has a positive characteristic impedance function
Z(x) if and only if

d$/dx = g{x)f — r(x), f = (l/c)l/'\ (3.5)

Moreover, Z is uniquely defined as

Z = f. (3.6)
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Proof. If Z{x) is given to be positive then setting the real and imaginary parts
of Eq. (3.4) equal to zero gives Eqs. (3.5) and (3.6). On the other hand, if relation (3.5)
is satisfied we know from Theorem 2.1 that V — f(x)4>\t — t{x)\ and V = fI. Choose
4>{t) = exp (st) and it is seen that the impedance is f and so is positive.

Corollary 3.1. A transmission line is both voltage- and current-distortionless if and
only if it has a positive characteristic impedance function.

4. The general distortionless line. We now require that the voltage V be distortion-
free. We do not require that I be distortion-free. Again, let

V(t, x) = f(x)<f>[l - r(.r)]. (4.1)

The following voltage derivatives are obtained from (4.1).

V, = f'4> - fr'<f>t , (4.2a)
V„ = f"4> ~ (2/V + fr")4>, + /(r')Vn , (4.2b)

Substituting into the equation of telegraphy (1.6) gives

U(t')2 - I'c]*,,, + [ — 2Ir'f - (2rcl - r{r'f + l2g + It" - l'r')f\4>tt
+ [If" - (2rr' + l')f - (rr" - r'r' + 2rgl + r2c)/]<^,

+ Irf" - r'f - r2(/f]<t> = 0. (4.3)
Since tf> is an arbitrary signal the coefficients of 4>tt, , 4>u , <t>, , and <j> must all vanish. This
proves the following:

Lemma 4.1. The general transmission line is voltage-distortionless if and only if there
is a function f(x), not identically zero, satisfying the differential equations:

— 2/t'/' = (2rcl - r(r')2 + ?g + It" - I't')], (4.4)

If" - (2rr' + l')f = (rr" - r'r' + 2rgl + r2c)/, (4.5)

rf" = r'f + r\jf, (4.6)
and the delay lime is given by

t' = (lc)w\ (4.7)

This leads to the following:
Theorem 4.1. A general transmission line is voltage-distortionless if and only if the

delay time is given by

r' = (/c)172. (4.7)

and the function H, defined as

H = (<A - r/f - r'/r)/2, (4.8)
satisfies the relations

H' = H2 + (l'/l)H, (4.9)

and

(:r/l)'H = 0. (4.10)
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Proof. First assume relations (4.4) through (4.7) hold. Then by Lemma 4.1 the line
is distortionless. Let the functions / and H be related as

-/' = (II + r/r)/. (4.11)
Divide (4.4) by 2Ir'f. Then from (4.7), (4.11), and the identity

l'/l - r"/t = f'/f, (4.12)

relation (4.8) is obtained. From (4.11) ,

/" = [{H + r/r)2 - (II + r/r)']/. (4.13)

Divide (4.5) by I and employ (4.11) and (4.13) to eliminate /' and /". Collect terms in H
to one side giving H2 - H' + + 4(r/{)H. Employ f = (l/c)u2, r' = (lc)l/2, and
(4.12) to reduce the remaining terms to 2(r/f)(</f — r/r — f'/f) which, by (4.8), equals
4(r/$)H. This proves (4.9). To prove (4.10), eliminate /" and /' in (4.6) to give

rir = rH- + r'H. (4.14)

Subtract r times (4.9) from (4.14) to obtain (4.10).
Conversely, assume relations (4.7) through (4.10) hold. Substitute (4.8) into (4.11)

and eliminate f'/f with (4.12), giving

-/' = (r/r + at + t"It' - V/1)1/2.
Then multiply by 21t' and employ f = (l/c)1/2 and t = (lc)u2 to give (4.4). Relation
(4.5) is obtained as follows. Subtract [2(r/f) + (l'/l)]f from both sides of (4.13). Then
simplify the right side with (4.9) and (4.11), giving

/" - [2(r/f) + {V/W = [4(r/r)ff + 3(r/r)2 + (r/m'/D ~ (r/r)']/.

Then (4.8) and (4.12) give [2r</ + (r/r)2 + (>'/£)(t"/t') — r'/r] on the right. Multiply
by / and employ r = (l/c)l/2 and r' = (ic)1/2 to give (4.5). To prove (4.6), expand (4.13),
eliminating H' with (4.9) and 2Hr/% with (4.8), giving

rj" = r[rcj - (r'/t) - (l'/QH]f.
Add —)•'/' = r'[H + (r/r)]/ to both sides, giving

rj" - r'f = [r2<y + (r' - H'/l)H\f.

Then (4.10) gives (4.6). Thus Lemma 4.1 is satisfied and the theorem is proved.
Corollary 4.1. // r/l is not constant on any interval the line is distortionless if and

only if the characteristic impedance function is -positive as in Theorem 2.1.
Proof. Eq. (4.10) is true for any distortionless line. By the hypothesis of the corollary,

(r/l)' can only vanish at isolated points. Thus by continuity

H = 0. (4.15)

Thus employing the relation for H in (4.8) yields

- r/r - r'/r = o. (4.16)
However, this is the condition of Theorem 2.1 which insures that the characteristic
impedance is positive and Corollary 4.1 follows.
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Corollary 4.2. If r/l is constant the line is distortionless ij and only if

H' = H2 + 0l'/l)H (4.17)
where

H = 1/2(r/f - r/t - r/f). (4.18)
Furthermore, the attenuation factor is

f{x) = exp j^-J^ (II + r/f) dxJ, (4.19)

//ie delay is

t(x) = f (lc)'/2 dx (4.20)
J 0

and the characteristic impedance function is

„ s + r/i
+ (H + r/f)/r' (4.21)

te/iere s = 2ir,i' and v is the frequency.
Proof. From the hypothesis (?'//)' = 0. Thus (4.10) is satisfied identically. By

Theorem 4.1 and Lemma 4.1 the line is distortionless iff (4.17) and (4.18) are satisfied.
Eq. (4.11) proves (4.19) while (4.7) proves (4.20). Relation (4.21) is proved as follows.
Assume <p(t) has a sinusoidal time dependence

4>(t) = exp (st), (4.22)

where s = 2viv and v is the frequency. Then, from (4.1),

V = f(x) exp (s[t - r(x)]). (4.23)

The current also has a sinusoidal time dependence. Substituting (4.23) into (1.5a) gives

(-/'// + sr')V = (r + 81)1. (4.24)

This result and (3.1) give

(—/'// + sr')q(x) = (r + sl)p(x). (4.25)

Thus from (4.25), (3.3), and (4.11) relation (4.21) is obtained. This completes the proof.

5. Equipartion of electric and magnetic energy. For the classical wave equation
it is known that there is a tendency for the potential energy and the kinetic energy to
become equal as time goes on. In odd-dimensional space this equipartition tendency is
stronger and the following property holds. If initially a wave has finite support then
after a sufficient time has elapsed the potential energy equals the kinetic energy and
remains equal for all later times [11],

We wish to point out a related equipartition of energy property for the transmission
line. As usual, electric field energy is to be interpreted as potential energy and magnetic
field energy is to be interpreted as kinetic energy.

Theorem 5.1. If a line has a positive characteristic impedance function then the
electric energy density and the magnetic energy density of a signal are equal.
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Proof. Of course the electric energy density is c(x)V2(t, x)/2 and the magnetic
energy density is l(x)I2(t. x)/2. Because of Corollary 3.1 we know that Theorem 2.1
applies. Thus V = fI so cV2 = cf2/2 = c(l/c)I2 = II2.

6. Return signals. Up to this point we have been concerned only with transmission
of signals to the right. Now we treat transmission lines which permit distortionless
signalling both to the right and to the left. First it is convenient to restate Theorem 4.1 as

Theorem 6.1. A transmission line is right-distortionless if and only if

H' = H2 + (l'/l)H, (6.1)

(r/D'H = 0, (6.2)
where

H = (</f - r/f - f/f)/2. (6.3)
The corresponding theorem for distortionless signalling to the left is

Theorem 6.2. A transmission line is left-distortionless if and only if

H' = H2 + (l'/l)H, (6.4)

(r/l)'8 = 0, (6.5)
where

H = (-!?f + r/f - f/f)/2. (6.6)
Proof. Theorem 6.2 is derived from Theorem 6.1 by making the transformation

dx —> —dx. Under this transformation H —* —H and relations (6.4) and (6.5) are seen
to follow.

Suppose that a transmission line is both left- and right-distortionless. Then relations
(6.1) and (6.4) both hold. Subtracting these relations gives

(H - H)' = (H + H){H - H) + - H). (6.7)
Let

(3 = r/f - r/f, (6.8)
so ft — H =/3 and (6.7) becomes

/?' = -(f'/f )0+(170/3. (6.9)
Integration of (6.9) gives /Jf/i = const. But f = (l/c)u2 so this relation becomes

(r/l) — (g/c) = const. (6.10)

Corollary 6.1. A transmission line is left- and right-distortionless if:

H' = H2 + (l'/l)H, (6.11)

(r/iy = o, (6.12)

(g/c)' = 0. (6.13)
Proof. Relations (6.11) and (6.12) insure that the line is right-distortionless.

Relations (6.12) and (6.13) insure that relation (6.10) holds. But (6.10) implies (6.9),
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which implies (6.7). It is now evident that the conditions (6.4) and (6.5) of Theorem 6.2
hold and so the line is left-distortionless.

Corollary 6.2. A transmission line is left- and right-distortionless both for voltage
and current if and only if

l/c = constant, (6.14)

r = (1/c)g. (6.15)

Prooj. We have H + H = —£'/£. Thus (6.14) is equivalent to H + H = 0. Likewise
H — H = r/{ — gt; and so Eq. (6.15) is equivalent to ft — H = 0. This shows that
(6.14) and (6.15) are equivalent to Z? = H = 0. Then Theorem 2.1 completes the proof
of the corollary. Also, Theorem 3.1 shows that the characteristic impedance function
has the constant value (Z/c),/2.

7. Applications. Several examples of distortionless lines will be discussed and
results summarized in Table I. We begin the illustrations by discussing a line whose
voltage propagation is analogous to the solution of the three-dimensional spherical wave
equation discussed in Sec. 1. Let r = g — 0 and / = c_1 = (x + 1)~2. Since r/l = 0,
Corollary 4.2 applies. Relation (4.18) gives

while (4.17) gives

H = l/(x + l)-1, (7.1)

H' = H2 - [2/(a! + 1)]//. (7.2)

Tab lio 1.

Spherical Analogy
(r = g = 0)

Generalized Exponential (GE)
(00 4 j-o/fo - !7oto ; A arbitrary)

Unidirectional
('"o = fo)

l0(x + 1) (1 + A)' ,
(es°*/2 + Ae-'°'/2y lo

c„(x + I)2
+ Ae-""/2y

(1 + A)2 Co

(1 + ^)2
  '  To(e6°z/2 + Ae~'°x/2)

r0e

(/ol/2 + Ae-*°x/2y

(1 + Af 90

S + 1/VkCo (x + 1)
f0(a; + 1)"

(s + r0/Z0)f

1 (rJ> _L B°\
2 \Z„ ̂ J2 \l0 c0J y/l0c0 e*°x'2 + Ae

(x + I)"1

x

(1 ~t~ A) e-l/2(o„ro + r„/f„)i

+ Ae

IqCq ■y/l^Co (ex ~ 1)
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H given by (7.1) is a solution of (7.2), thus the line is distortionless. From Eq. (4.19),
/ = + 1).

The generalized exponential line is defined by the following relations among the
parameters:

1 = c 1 = g 1 = exp £ — J a(x) cirj , (7.3)

where r = r/r0 , r(0) — r0 and similarly for 1, c, and g. Here a(x) is a function which
characterizes the taper.

Corollary 7.1. A generalized exponential line is voltage distortionless if a(x)
satisfies

(«'./ 2) + (a/2)2 = (/30/2)2, (7.4)

with

fio = r0/^o (loto ■ (7.5)

PrOoj. By hypothesis r/l = const, so Corollary 4.2 applies. Relations (4.18), (7.3),
and (7.5) give

H = a/2 — fi0/2 (7.6)

while (4.17) may be written

H' = H2 - aH. (7.7)

H can be eliminated by inserting (7.6) in (7.7). This results in (7.4). Thus when (7.4)
is satisfied so is Corollary 4.2 and the proof is complete.

Eq. (7.4) is integrable and has the general solution

(r\ - r exp 0W2) - A exp (-0ox/2)
aW Po exp 0W2) + A exp (-fa/2) ' { '

where A is an arbitrary real number. The following special solutions are of interest:
(a) Exponential line.

(i) For A = 0, a = jS0 , a constant. Then (7.3) gives

1 = r = g'1 = c"1 = exp ( — fa). (7.9)

Furthermore the parameters of (7.9) satisfy Eq. (2.4) of Theorem 2.1 so with a = /30
both the voltage and the current are distortionless.

(ii) For A = <=°, a = —/3„ . Thus

1 = r = g1 = c"1 = exp (fa). (7.10)

The exponential line with a — — j30 has the impedance

r/ S "4" T0/l„ /rt \
Z - s + (r,/l„ + 1,/c.) CXP

which follows from (4.21) and (4.18).
(iii) Heaviside line. The exponential line reduces to a uniform line when /3„ = 0.
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In this case (7.5) gives ruc0 — <JqIu = 0, which is the Heaviside condition for distortionless
transmission in a uniform line.

(b) Hyperbolic lines.
(i) For A = +1, (7.8) gives

a(x) = /30 tanh (@0x/2). (7.11)

Consequently, the parameters are

1 = r = g~' = c~l = 1/cosh2 (80x/2). (7.12)

(ii) For A = — exp ( — /30a), (7.8) gives

a(x) = /So coth [ftn(x + a)/2] (a > 0). (7.13)

Then the parameters are

1 = r = g"1 = c~l = sinh2 (/30a/2)/sinh2 [p„(x + a)/2], (7.14)

Unidirectional lines. Let g = 0, I = unity, r = f = exp (—x). It is seen that f' =
gl2 — r and therefore voltage-distortionless waves are permitted. Suppose now that at
the point x a signal is sent in the opposite direction. Thus dx —* —dx and

f = — (d/dx) exp ( — x) = exp (—x).
Now f' gf — r. Moreover, (r/l)' ^ 0, showing that Corollary 4.2 does not apply and
hence no voltage-distortionless waves to the left are possible.

Lines with the product Ic = constant are characterized by a linear delay. This follows
from relation (4.7). In addition to the unidirectional property, the last example has a
nonlinear delay time r = (Z0Co)'/2(exp [x\ — 1).
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