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MULTIPLIERS ON COMPACT GROUPS!
CHARLES F. DUNKL AND DONALD E. RAMIREZ

ABSTRACT. Let a compact group G act centinuously both by
left and right translation on a Banach space V of integrable func-
tions on G. Then JT(V), the space of bounded linear operators on V
commuting with right translation, contains a homomorphic image
of LY(G}, whose closure is exactly the set of operators on which G
acts continuously. Further, this set is exactly the ideal of compact
operators in JI(V). A restricted version holds for noncompact
groups.

1. Compact groups. In this section G denotes a compact group
with normalized Haar measure m, and the space L?(G, m), 1 Sp < =,
is briefly denoted by L?(G). We denote the algebra of finite regular
Borel measures on G by M(G).

Let V be a Banach space of functions contained in L'(G) which is
closed under left and right translations.

DEerFiNiTION. We say that V is a G-G module if for each x&EG,
L(x)fEV and R(x)fE V, and || L(x)f—f|j[y—0 and | R(x)f —f||v—0 as
x—e for each fEV (the translations L(x) and R(x) are given by
Lx)f(y) =f(x~Yy), R(x)f(y) =f(yx), x, yEG, fEV). Furthermore, we
require that || L(x)f|ly =||f||v and ||R@)f||» =||f||v for each xEG, fFE V.

Henceforth V will be a G-G module.

As Rieffel [2, p. 447] points out, V is also an M(G)-M(G) module,
that is, V is closed under left and right convolution by measures.

Now let G be the dual of G, namely, the set of equivalence classes
of continuous unitary irreducible representations of G. For aEG, let
T4 be an element of a. Then T, is a continuous homomorphism of G
into U(n.), the group of #n.Xn., unitary matrices. Let xXa(x)
=Trace(T.(x)), the character of a, and let W, be the linear span of
the matrix entry functions of T,. Then x. and W, depend only on a.
We call an element in the linear span of {Wa:aEG} a trig poly-
nomial.

We note here for later use that L(G) has a bounded approximate
identity {t.} which is central, that is, ¢, * f=f * t,, fEL(G). This
follows since G has a base of invariant neighborhoods of the identity.
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Thus L'(G) has a bounded central approximate identity consisting
of trig polynomials.

For aEG, fEV, we have that f * xa& W.NV. Since V is left and
right invariant, it further holds that W.N\ V=W, or {0}.

DEFINITION. Let (V) be the space of bounded operators on V
which commute with all right translations. Denote the operator norm
by || °||op. For & M(G), define the operator j(u) on V by j(u)f=u *f,
fev.

Note that for TEWM(V), uEM(G), FEV that T(f * u) =(TY) * u.

COROLLARY 1. The map j is a bounded homomorphism of M(G) into
m(v).

Now M(V) is a right L'(G)-module, and the action is given by
(T-9)(f)=T(g *f), for TEM(V), gELYG), fEV. That is, T-g is
nothing but T'j(g) (operator composition).

DEFINITION (RIEFFEL [2, p. 454]). The essential part of 9 (7),
denoted by I, (V), is the closed span of {T~f: rem(Vv), fELYG) }
That is, M.(V) is just the closed left ideal generated by jLY(G).

TaEOREM 2 (COHEN, RIEFFEL [2, p. 454 ). The space
M (V) =M(V)LYG).

For x &G, let 3, be the unit mass at x; then for fE V, 8, * f = L(x)f.
Now G acts in M(V) by T—7T35(8,) for TEM(V). Our aim is to char-
acterize those T7€IM(V) for which |] Tj5(8,) — T||op—>0 as x—e. As
Rieffel [2, p. 456] observes, these operators are exactly those in the
essential part of M(V).

LEMMA 3. Let g be a trig polynomial on G and let TEM(V). Then
T-g="Tj(g) =j(k) for some trig polynomial k.

PROOF. Let E be a finite set contained in G which carries g, that is
€= D aCE Nag * Xa- Thus
(e o)
aEE

(o0 5 moe))

(T-g(N)) * 2 NaXa

aEE

]

T-g(f)

which is in Vg, the span of {VﬂWG:aEE}. Now Vg is a finite
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dimensional G-G module, and T-g is an operator on Vg which com-
mutes with right translation. Thus there exists a trig polynomial &
such that T-g(f) =k = f for all f&€ Vg. But for any fE V,

1) = T8 Z nore 1) =i (T e )

aEE aEE

—i(he Zn) 0. O
a€EE
THEOREM 4. With hypotheses and notation as stated above, M.(V)
=closure(FL(G)).

Proor. If gELYG), then by the Cohen factorization theorem
g£=g1* g2, 81, £2ELY(G). Thus j(g) =j(g1)j(g2) =7j(g1) - £2EM(V) - LY(G).
(Alternatively, in a not so high-powered fashion, observe directly that
7(@)i(3=) —i(@)llon <lg * 8-~ gl =[|R(x~)g—g]li—>0 as x—e.) Thus
FLY(G) CM.(V), aclosed set.

Conversely, let T€M(V), then T=S-f for some SECM(V),
fELYG). Let {t.} be the bounded central approximate identity
consisting of trig polynomials mentioned above. Then

IT = T-tllow = 1S5(5) = Si(f * t]len
= “S”°x>||f—f*t;||1-‘->0.

By the lemma, T-t.&jLY(G). OJ

THEOREM 5. The ideal of compact operators in M(V) is equal to

m.(V).

Proor. By the above, M, (V) =closure(jL!(G)). If fELY(G) then
15(f) =3 (f * t)lop S||f—F * 2]|:250. Each j(f %) is an operator of
finite rank, thus j(f) is compact. The fact that the set of compact
operators is norm closed gives containment one way.

Recall the fact that if {P.} is a norm-bounded net of bounded
operators on a Banach space X converging strongly to the identity
(that is, P.x-tsx, each xEX) and if T is a compact operator on X,
then ||P.T— T}|op-0.

Let & be a central trig polynomial, T&EM(V); then j(k) T =Tj(k).
In fact, if fE€V, then (GA)D)(f)=h *x (Tf)=(Tf) * h=T(f * h)
=T(h »f). Now let T be a compact operator in (V). We will show
that || T—T-£/|op—0 and thus TEM.(V).

Let fE€V, then by the Cohen factorization theorem there exist
gELYG), fLEV such that f=g * fi. Now
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i) = fllv = [lict * &) — i@ Ullv
= |l * g — gllillfilly o,

thus {j(t)} converges strongly to the identity in (V). So
1T =T tlop=[|T = Tj(t)l|op =[| T =7 () Tl|op—0. O

COROLLARY 6. For TEIM(V) the following are equivalent:
(1) “ T](az) - T”op—)O as x—e,

(2) T'=S-g, some SEM(V), gELYG),

(3) T&closure(FLY(G)),

(4) T is a compact operator.

APPLICATIONS. Let 1<p< 0, and V=L?(G); then M(V) is the
multiplier algebra of L?(G). As a particular example, consider
V=L*T) (T is the circle group); then M (V) is identified with I*(Z),
and 9M.(V) consists of those bounded sequences {¢.} for which
sup,.|¢,. —qS,.e"'"‘l —0 as x—0, namely ¢¢(Z), the sup-norm closure of
LYT)". For a compact group G and V=L%G) we get M (V) = £=(G)
(see [1]), and M.(V)=eo(G). For V=C(G), M(V)=M(G) and
Mm.(V) =LYG).

2. Locally compact groups. Here G will be a noncompact locally
compact group, L}(G) the ideal of finite regular Borel measures ab-
solutely continuous with respect to left invariant Haar measure.
Theorem 4 does not hold in general in this context. For example, for
the real line R, consider IM(L2(R)) = L*(R), then the essential part is
Ly (R) =L*(R) - Co(R) which is strictly larger than Co(R) =LY (R)"".
However it is true that jM(G)NM.(V) Cclosure jLY(G).

We will not require that V be a space of functions. Here V will
be an isometric left G module with the action denoted xf (xEG, fE V),
and (V) will denote the space of bounded operators on V. The map
JTM(G)—>M(V), given by j(u)(f) =[e (xf) du(x), FEV, hEM(G), is
a homomorphism with ||j(u)||op <||ul|. The essential part of 9m(V),
denoted by IM.(V), equals M(V) (FLY(G)).

The following holds for T'€M(V):TEM(V) if and only if
” T57(8;) — T”op—>0 as x—e.

THEOREM 7. jM(G)NM(V) =jM(G)Nclosure(L(G)).

PROOF. As before it is clear that closure(FLY(G)) CM.(V). Now let
wE M(G) such that j(u) EM,(V); then there exist TEM(V), gELY(G)
such that j(u) =T-g. Let {«.} be an approximate identity in L!(G),
then p * »,E L(G) for each ¢ and
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9 = i * w)llop = [T g — (T £) (@) |on
=[|Tj(e) — Tj(9)j (@)oo

= Tllosllg — g #wll: 0. O

COROLLARY 8. Let u& M(G), then the following are equivalent:
) [l(u * 8) =i (W)||op—0 as x—e,
(2) j(u)Eclosure(FLYG)).

AprPLICATION. For 1<p< o, let L?(G) bz the L? space of left
invariant Haar measure. Corollary 8 characterizes the measures
which can be approximated in the LrP-operator norm by L'(G). Let
V be the direct sum of all (classes of) irreducible unitary continuous
representations of G; then the V-operator norm is the C* norm
H H(; of LY(G) and M(G). Thus we have another proof of our char-
acterization of M,(G), the measures approximable in || ||z by LY(G)

(see [1]).
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